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ol beſeech vou, brethren, ſuffer the word of bone 
tion Heb. xiii. 22. 


Give diligence to make your, calling and election ſure 
2. Pet. i. 10. 
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M Dear Brethren, „ K 


12 — ſacred Mee in which 70 am e 
aud the relation I bear to you as your . 
| whos indiſpenſabl ly oblige me at all times, and. ng 
upon all occaſions, to Ye Anz in ſeaſon and out 
of ſeaſon, in. order to promote your Spiritual and 
Eternal welfare. To accomply this great work, 
I can think of no method more effettual than 10 
preſent to your view a plain account of the va- 
nous Means of Grace, which God hath been 
Pleaſed to eftabliſh in his church, and to exhort 
Zou 10 as a faithful and diligent uſe of them. 
— This defign appears to me the more needful, 
becauſe, (tho wwe have many excellent detached 
treatiſes on the ſubject,) yet I know of no writer 
who: has given a comprehenffoe view of it in one |. 
and the 2 publication, and in a Plain, and 
elical manner. 

Nr Lhave attempted in the fallewing wort; 
and tho' I am ſenfible of many imperſeclions in 
the execution of my deſign, yet I hope the bene- 
volence of the intention will ( among you at * ) 
procure it a favorable reception, 

Cad can ds great things by ſuch inſtruments 
as in human eſtimation often appear moft unlikely 
and unpromifing ; and, in an humble hope of bi 
len „I have reſalved to commit this work ta 

1 pe ; being fully aſſured, that w. he ſhould 
think proper to 7 it hall maeed be bleſſed. _ - 
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A far. al hu my own, heart, I can trug 
declare, that this humble eſſay. is honeſtly in- 
tended to promote your beft and greateſt mtereſt. 
I fincerely pray that the giver of every good 
and per feet gift may make it inſtrumental in con- 
tributing ib his glory, and in exciting you all io 
attend more diligently to the one thing needful. 
Luke x. 42.—— Many of you, alas] are very 
negligent in this weighty concern, which makes 
i the more my duty. plainly. to warn you, both 
'of your fin' and danger. —— Though I ſhould be 
glad, at all times, to converſe with you on reli- 
gious ſubjefis,” and to pay all poſſible attention to 
the welfare of every individual committed to my 
charge; yet, as in populous pariſhes (ſuch as that 
of Nantwich) it 7s utterly impracticable fer any 
muſter, however conſcientious, to pay that exact 
regard to the foul of each pariſhioner, which he 
wiſhes to do. In order to ſupply this lack of 
perſonal fervice in the beſt manner I am able, I 
beg leave to put into your hands the following 
ſheets ; and whenever you look into them, I de- 
fire, tho abſent, that you will confider me either 
as inſtructing you in your duty, or warning you 
to flee from the wrath to come.-—Nay, it may 
happen (thro' the Divine Bleſſing) that when I 
am releaſed from the troubles and ſorrows of this 
 tranfitory. flate, I may, tho" dead, yet fpeak' (in 
and by this publication,) to the honour of my 
Redeemer, an the good of fouls —This is my 
Incere wiſh; may the God of all grace grant 
V accompliſhment in many, very many ä 


* OR, 

"4s it is incumbent on every faithful miniſter 
to promote the glory of God, 2 the ſalvation 
of his. people, I ſhall now further obſerve, that 
an obligation, in ſome re eſpefts fi femilar, devolves 
en every lay-man, who 1s the head of a family; 
and that, according to his reſpective talents and 
abilities, he is indiſpenſably obliged to have regard 
10 the Dae welfare of his domeſtic charge, 
as a clergyman 1s to ſuperintend the inſpection, 
reformation, and edification of his pariſh at large. 
Hear what a ſolemn injunction God gives you 
zo this purpoſe : ** Theſe words which I com- 
mand thee this day ſhall be in thine heart; and 
thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy children, 
and thou ſhalt talk of them when thou fitteſt in 


thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way, and | 


when thou lieft down, and when thou riſeſt a; 
(Deut. vi. 6, 7. . the name of the Moft High 
God, therefore, and of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
whom he hath ſent, I call upon ,you who are the 


heads of families, and _ ſuch of you as are 


at all concerned in the education of youth, ta join 
your endeavours with mine, to promote the im- 
mortal intereſis of all under your- care. For, 
 hether you are parents, maſters, or teachers, 

ou are under the moſt ſolemn obligations, by vire 


tue of y our ſeveral relations, connections, and of- | 


fices in 125 to do ſo; and, if you neglect it, 
great will be Jour guilt, and bs come your 

puniſhment. . 
Groe me heave 170 conclude cli addreſs in the 
aura * a N aur ler: I adareſs you 
| em 


Cv). 

in print, becauſe the houſes where I 
io leave, (or haue this left) are too many to 
„admit of it in writing; which moreover you 
.  & would few of you make out fo readily. I 
© might have applied to you perſonally from 1 871 
0 houſe; but it would have been long before 
< could have found you fo eafily Pe: will, 
& and longer fill before an unity would 
« ch preſented ſelf of entering ſo fully upon 
be ſeveral ſubjefts treated on in this publica- 
tion. . the bufineſs of the converſation 
„ would too probably die 40 the ſound of my 
voice. It is poſſible, indeed, for you to pay as 
* little regard to this book, as ta a converſation 
«© on religious ſubjefts ; but this method of appli- 
cation entirely ftrips you .of every plea. 2% ou 
* might forget, or pretend to forget, arguments 
* once urged ;. but you cannot pretend to forget 
any argument contained in this book ; for, this 
remains with you, I pray God it may not Wit= 
© neſs againſt you; but however that may be, my 
.  * conſerence is now entirely ſatisfied, and yaur 
„ blood, if you perſevere i in your fins, is, and will 


„% be, upon yourſelves.” 


May we all ſeriouſly confider theſe things and _ 


fray diligenily for the grace of God, that we may 


1 effetiually turn from every evil way, and apply 


our hearts to true wiſdom! This ts the carneft 
mob; 3 this too is the fincere prayer of, © | 


Your r affectionate Paftor, and faithful Seroan 
in n the Lord Jeſus Cheſt, © 


FOUHN SMITH 
January 31, 1785. 
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1 bet indifference. religion 4 1 5 "BF 
the, gotierality of- mankind, we th Lang the 
_ greateſt reaſon, to be. deeply affected WL gor 
cerned on this account. To gbyiat a, 1 
fluence, and ſtem the torrent of. this 5 
indifference, | ch becomes. ee 9p Jp, 20d will. 
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nothing feems more ſuited, than exhortations 
to A DILIGENT USE OF THE MEANS OF GRACE: 
By the means of grace, we are to underſtand 
all thoſe divine ordinances whether of a public 
or private nature, which-our Lord, out of great 
condeſcenfion to our infirmities, _ hath_ been 
pleaſed rolffithte: Mheh are 
of grace, becauſe, when properly uſed, they 
become ſo many facred channels, through 
which divine grace is conveyed to the human 
heart, aud thr&g@ whick ths ſeeds df eternal 
life are nouriſhed, and cheriſhed there, till 
_ they'ate matured in glory. Thee zunimmt 
do not operate of chemie ved by any abſolute 
and neceſſary virtue, ex opere operato, as the 
Papilts teach: bot are Bordinate to, nd x- 
quire to be acted upon by'a 1 füpernatural 
fluence, in order to fender them eficarions. 
A'*troth this, Which matter of fact, in ten 
thouland inſtances, dark confirms; ſinee it 
. an, indifputable point, that mältitudes att 
66d the mant of grace, without wow experi- 
g tlie grace of he means 0 od 
N of the ki ee are intended! to 
eonvey, the Knowle ge of divine truths, of 8 


220 


which we could never have entertamed n 
idea, without 4 revelativr : others are caleus 


Kted to beget in the heart that faving faith ” 


. 
the Son of God, without which we can per- 
ſorm nothing acceptable in his, ſight; for 
0% faith cometh by hearing, aud hearing by 
the word of God:“ ſome, by outward 
ſymbols, xepreſent our original pollution, and 
the method of our purification; and others, 
by exhibiting to our ſenſes, elements figuras 
tive of the moſt glorious realities, and com ; 
memorative of the moſt gloriqus acts of 
redeeming love, tend to keep freſh upon the 
mind a memorial of truths, of which, ſince 
che fall, we are lamentably forgetful; others 
are wiſely ordained, under the Divine Spirit, 
to increaſe, to quicken aud keep alive the 
ſpark. of divine grace in the, heart, by open: 
ing and maintaining an intercourſe with that 
fountain'of life, from whence all our ſpiritual 
ſupplies iſſue; and all the ordinances, con- 
ſidered in their reſpective intention, and reci- 
procal dependence or connection, ſubſerve the 
great purpoſes of maintaining the honour of 
God of declaring the ſupreme authority of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the unrivalled Head 
of the Church; of preſerving uncorrupt the 
worſhip of the true God, Father, Son, and 
Spirit in one Jehovah, amidſt all the abound- 
ings of hereſy and irreligion; of inſtructing 
us in the knowledge of Him, whom to know 


18 
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Is eternal Ife, by leading us to a confideratiti 


of our extreme poverty; blindyeſs, 'wretehs 


edneſs, and gwilt, and the all- ſuffieieney ot 


Chriſt, who of God is made unto us wifdom; 
righteouſneſs, fanctification; aud redemption 3 


of profiting. ourſelves, and building up ofie 


another in our moſt holy! faith; of teſtifying 


Our love, and avowing our adherence to the 


cauſe of God and truth; and of anticipating 
the bleflednelſs of thoſe ſpirits in the upper 
court of Zion, who « ſerve God continually 
aud worſhip him day and we in n, 
celeſtial temple. 7??? 1 


I am ſenfible, however, that _ too 


many alas! uſe thoſe means, Who never at- 


tau theſe ends. If it be aſked how this hap- 


pens? I anfwer, as the means themſelves are 
holy, juſt and good, the fault, conſequently, 


Cannot be an them, but muſt be in the hearts 
of men, Who uſe them with an improper 


temper of mind, and for improper purpoſes, 
They may be ſaid to do this When they uſe 
them without” faith and ſincerity, without 
reverence and humility, without aſſiduity and 
charity; or, when, to be ſeen of men, to raiſe 
their reputation, and eſtabliſh a joſtitying 


righteouſneſs, are their grand aim. A dili- 


nog atton@arice: on the means, is certainly 
3 


© + $- 


| opownll ſince God: has appointed them; and 
enjoined us to do ſo. But we muſt not, in 
the leaſt,” truſt in them, or in ourſelves, for 
hav ing obſerved them, but only in the living 
God, and in Jeſus Chriſt, whom he has ſent. 
If we uſe them in any other view, or for any 
other religious ends, we wretchedly deceive 
ourſelves, provoke-God, and injure our own 
ſouls: I beg you will pay a ſerious atten- 
tion to this obſervation ; if you negle& to do 
ſo, you may, indeed, uſe the means of grace 
as long as you live; but I will venture to affert 
that you neither can nor will promote either 
the divine glory, or your own ſalvation. by fo 
doing. On the contrary, you will, like the 
Phariſees of old, grow {ſpiritually proud and 
conceited of your own righteouſneſs; you 


Will fink into a lifeleſs: form of godlineſs, 


whilſt you are entirely deſtitute. of the power 
thereof. In ſhort, you will reſt in your awn 
imperfect works, which, when compared 
with the perfect rule of God's law, are but 
as filthy rags; and you will truſt in them 
either holly or in part, inſtead of truſting in 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who is called in 
Scripture, „The Lord our Rightcouſneſs,” | 
and who is © of God, made unta us: wiſdom, 
e and righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and re- 
66 + demption,” 


(03 N 
& demption. ! He that glorieth therefore, 
let him glory in the Lord. —1. Cor. i. 30, 
31, even in that all- ſufficient and adorable 
Redeemer, who is the 5 Sure Foundation laid 
in Zion,“ upon which all our hopes of ſal · 
vation aud acceptance in religious duties muſt 
altogether be built. If, otherwiſe, our hape 
is the hope ot the hypocrite, and will un- 
doubtedly periſh, Remember that Chriſt is 
the way, the truth, and the life; and“ there 
tis no other name given among. men, Where» 
by we muſt be ſaved; . He that believ» 
eth in him, out of his belly (as the ſerip · 
ture expreſſes it) © ſhall how rivers of hving 
water; but he that believeth not in him, 
* ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God 
„ abideth on him.“ Theſe ſcriptural decla- 
ratious make it plain and evident, that no 
man icometh, or can come unto the Father, 
(chat is, to the the throne of grace with ac- 
ceptauce here, or to heayen hereafter) but 
i only through Jeſus Chriſt, - Build no longer, 
| Ws therefore, your eternal hopes on your own 


performances; tread no longer a lifeleſs round 

. of duties as a penance enjoined of God to 
_—_ eſcape damnation, and to fecure his favour. 
| Ts ar ran ok GIN e 
the 


CL? 2 | 
che Almighty ſpeaks thus in his moſt: holy 
word: Wherefore do ye ſpend your money 
fort that which is not bread, and your labor 
$5; for that which ſatisfieth nat? Hearken 
« diligently unto me, and eat ye that which 
4 is good, aud let your ſoul delight itſelf in 
„ fatneſs; for J will give you the ſure mer- 
« cies of David, Behold 1 have given him 
“for a witneſs (of my free grace and love) to 
„the people, a leader and commander to the 
people“ —1/a, Iv. 2, 3, 4. Be careful, there- 
fore, to make Chriſt the Alpha and Omega, 
the firſt and the laſt, the beginning and the 
end of all your religious duties; and the 
peas of God which paſſeth all underſtanding 
hall rule in your hearts here, and the bleſ- 
ſing of God ſhall remain with you for ever. 
Having thus given you an Exhortation 
to a diligent uſe of the means of grace, 
and likewiſe a caution againſt the abuſe 
of them, I beg leave to obſerve that zhe 
means of grace are theſe, baptiſm, public- 
worſhip, private- worſhip, family - worſhip, 
catechiſing of children, reading and medi- 
ating on the ſcriptures, pſalmody, religious 
converſation, ſelf- examination, receiving the 
facrament ; to which we may add, the duties 
1585 | 7 
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of faſting. and alms-giving,/which;- if they 
may not be confidered as principal, may yet 
be eſteemed as fubordmate means, and, willen 
duly diſcharged, do certainly tend both to 
the glory of God, and the good of men. 
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8 Te = OR of Baptiſm was ts 
pointed hy our bleſſed Saviour Chriſty 
and is that ſtanding ordinance by which 
we become initiated members of his viſible 
church. Before our Redeemer left the world 
in order to return to his Father, be gave this 
Expreſs command to his Apoſtles: . Go ye 
ce therefore, ahd teach (pebmrewals diſeiple ) all 
4 nations; 5 them in the name. of 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Fx, Ghoſt 3”: adding, He that believeth and 
eis baptized, ſhall be faved, and he that ber 
b lieveth not, ſhall be damned.“ Our Lord 
has appoiated this holy ordinance, as the only 
regular method of introducing perſons to 
thoſe other privileges, peculiar to the ne 
teſtament church. But, ſomething inore 
than a mere ſubmiſſion to the outward and 
Viſible ſign is beceflary. For, 4 except a man 
«'be bort of water; and of the Spirit, he can- 
4. not enter into the kingdom of God.“ The 
privileges conferred upon him who ãs baptized 
with the Spirit, as well as with water, are 
| B truly 


/ 


% 


truly great and glorious; for, © he is made' 
«a member of Chriſt, the child of God, and 
e an inhetitor of the kingdom of heaven,— 

He is made a member of Chriſt, that is, bh 
who was naturally without Chriſt, being an 
alien, from thè common wealth of Trae} à 
ſtranger to the covenant of promiſe, having 


no = and without God in the world — 


Ep. M. 122 He Who Was thus naturally 
eſtranged fromthe ways and truth of God, is 
now, by that which is ſignified in baptiſm; 
made a ſpiritual member of bis- myſtical. body 
the church, of which Chriſta is the head 
Again, every baptized chriſtian, or true be- 
lever in Chriſt, ais made a child of God. He 
ho was coneeived and born in- ſit, and by 
nature a child of wrath, is, hy, regeneratipn, 
received 1 into the number of God's children, 
and made a ſon of God by adoption and grace. 
Eaftly, every one ſavingly influenced in the 


facrament of baptiſm, is made an inheritor of 


the kingdom of heaven, becomes inveſted with 
[the privileges and; bleſſings appropriated to 
that new. diſpenſation often ſtyled the king- 
dom of heaven, becauſe of its divine origin, 
the ſpiritual glory of the Prince of Peace, who 


preſides in it, and the ſpiritual immunities 
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xs ſubjects; and is conſtituted, moreover, an 


heir of the kingdom of glory, to Which he 
has, through Chriſt, a juſt right and title z 
and baptiſm is a facramentary ſeal to confirm 
the poſſeſſion of that kingdom, and an intereſt 
in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, hich makes 
the title to it valid. This 18. plain from the 
Apoſtle's words: 40 If children, then heirs; 
«6: — of God, and joint-heixs- with:Chriſt,” 
Who is heir er. all things, and dhereferd, 
through him, all true believers.. ſhall al 0. 
inherit alt ra on in en glory— 
Rom. vili. 17. | 

Theſe invaluable privileges are 9 
I repreſented; to all chriſtians" in their bap- 
tim; and are the certain pledges or firſt· fruits 
of that eomplete happineſs, which they ſhall 
poſſeſs in the eternal kingdom of God. Our 
title to the bleſſings of the goſpel,” depends on 
the full and free promiſes of God, that he 
will give pardon, grace, and glory to his peo- 
ple, to whom it is granted truly to repent 
and believe in Jeſus Chriſt. Let us ſee whe- 
ther 'our character be. correſpondent with that 
of thoſe highly-fayored' perſons, who receive 
thoſe. promiſes; and inherit thole bleflings.- 
This we . be aſſiſted in goes if we at- 
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tentively confider what our Rete a at Bapst 


tiſm, promiſed for us. The Promiſes they 
hen made 1 in gur names wer,” vt. That 0 


4 


+ Our 8 ow: thought bt to rp the 8 a "of 
Hitneſſes, at the wamſng of children, or fureties in baptifn. 
Indeed, names. were uſually given to infants, when they were 
received into che church by circumeiſion, (Luke 11, 21. ) to, 
which baptiſty is # correſpundent ſucrament—Col. ii. 11, 12. 
This cuſtom ef requiring fureties, 1 is, in itſelf, boch wiſe ad 

PHProdent; hereby religious care is taken for the pious eduentſon- 

of the | baptiſed children, eſpecially in caſe of the mortal Py, 
2 ll. 7.) of negligenee of Parents. All ſponſors are 
Jemnly charged by the church, to ſet! chat the Wag = 
they anſwer for} pe. tavght, ſo ſoon as he ſhall be F 
| _ what à folemn vow, promiſe, und profeſſion, he h 
tiſm, made by them. They are further en — — wy 
2 wr ro hear ſermons, and to provide that 
* ereed. the Lord's prayer, and the enen _—_ I 
| . THE VUEGAR TONGUE, and all-other things which u chrif- 
tian ought to Know- a5 believe; to Nis foul's' health; And 
proc are further required to take care that the child be bro't 
3355 lead a 12 and a chriſtian life. +9 What, pity is it that 
| 2 ſolem̃n charge is ſo Ittle regarded Were it ferionfty 
3 — ahd con ientiouſiy obſerved, It would greatly tend 
zie the glory of God, the edification of his church. and the 
EC ritual good of the ſureties themſtlyes, But inſtead of pro- 
ing theſe /defitable effects, it is tp0 'Feneraly regarded” ts 
mere matter of form. The office of ſponſor is conſidered as 
compliment 9 due to relations, or friends, and ſeldom. (if 705 
"afterwards thought "of, at leaſt to any Aas purpoſes. 
deg leave to Femitd theſe 73yp/0us wifters with God, and theix 
-own conſciences, | that though they Fg tx, or make; | ight 


of this * Jo gement, it is mo e 


tb ſearcht tarts 3 it is recorded th I. and WII 


tif they den lin wy fius) be produced ggaihiſt ann 
. to N eternal confuſion, 795 


| See the office of Public Baptiſm, 
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of the Chriſtian faiths, — 
ſhould keep God's holy will and com- 
mandments, and walk in the ſame all the 
days of our lives. 1. The firſt thing pro- 


ry dS VN ot AD” ,10-W _ —— EE 1 r 
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5 Mould? renounce the devil and all his works, 


the pomps and vanities of this wicked World, 
and: all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh 
24ly; That we ſhould believe all the articles 
Aadly. That we 


miſed in behalf of the baptiſed perſon, is a 
renunciation of his three ſpiritual enemies, 
which are the devil, the world, and the fleſh. 
The firſt ſpiritual enemy renounced here is 


the devil: He is an evil ſpirit, or fallen angel, 


0 


and is to be renounced becauſe he is an enemy 


to God, and all goodneſs. He firſt tempteth 


to ſin, then accuſes tor it, and hinders us (ſo 
far as he can) from doing good. The works 


of the devil, are, in general, all fins commit- 
ted by his inſtigation ; and particularly thoſe 


which are committed after his example, ſuch 
as murder, lying, cruelty, malice, pride, 


envy, and enticing others to fin; They: who, 


give themſelves up to any of theſe abomina- 


ble vices, plainly ſhew that they are of their 


father he! devil; and we know that there is 
110 agreement berween Tight and darkneſs; 
between Chriſt and Belial. 2. The ſeeond ene- 


wy "enbunced in baptiſin, 1 1s, this 'witked 


world, 
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G 
world; With its fomps abd vanities = Byrche 
world is here not meant the frame of created 

nature Which, us it is the workmanſtrip of 
che all- perfect God; is and muſt: be in itſelf 
good; though miſerably defiled by the fins of 
its inhabitants. But, by the world we are 
here to underſtand thoſt men of the: world; 
( Jobn xv. 19.) who are enemies to godlineſs, 
and thoſe other creatures i in the world; which 
the devil, the prince f it, uſes as ſhares to 
ſeduce” men to fin—1. John it. 1 5—Matt. iv. 
8, 9. „ The poraps? änd vanities of this 
wicked World, re” alf thoſe enſnaring 
objects of riches, pleafures, and honors, in- 
cluding the avidity with which they are pur · 
Hed; and the intemperate manner in which 
they are uſed, by which the wicked are 
drowned in perdition; of which the Apoſtle 
gives a conciſe, bur: melancholy detail in 1. 
Fohn ii. 16. All that is in the world, the 
luſt pf the fleſh, and the luſt of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world. The third ſpiritual 
enemy renounced. in þaptiſm,, 1 is the fleſh, 
with ll its ſinful luſts. By the fleſh, we are 
to underſtand (according, to the general uſe 
of that word in. ſcripture) the whole nature 
| of wen, both ſoul ang Dody, in the. preſent 
0 unregenerate 
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unregenetate ſtate; aud chiefly? *that; un 
| mortifled corruption of ſoul which dwelleth 
in every man by nature; which continually 


luſteth.againſt the ſpirit, and;which is enmity 


3 


againſt God Rom. viii, 7, 8. It is this car- 


nal mind which hindereth us from doing good, 


(Gal. v. 1 Ns .andnclines, us to do evil-—Rem, 
vii. 23. - The ſinful luſts of the fleſh, are in- 
ardiuate affections, and evil concupiſcences of 
the body : and the mind. By, theſe we are in- 
clined to liſten to the temptations. of the devil, 
and to abuſe the-good things of this world, to - 


| the baſe purpoſes. of offending and diſhonor- 


ing God. 2. The ſecond thing promiſed at bap- 
tiſm, is, that the baptized perſon ſhould be- 
lieve all the articles of the chriſtian faith: 
That! is, all ſuch doctrines as are revealed to 
us in the holy ſcriptures, written by the in- 
ſpiration of God; of which a ſummary is 


contained in the Apoſtles creed. By believ- 


ing, is here meant a gracious work of the 
holy ſpirit of God, whereby the heart of man 


is enabled fully to aſſent unto, and firmly to 


rely upon the word and truth of God, and 
the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. This faitli is in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary to every ſaving purpoſe, 
and among the unſpeakable gifts of God; ſo 
that if we are dl of it, we cannot be 


| happy 


G 
world; with ä its fomps and vanities:=By:the 
TY is here not meant the frame of created 

ture, Which, us it is the workmanſtrip of 
che l- perbebt God, is and muſtabe in itſelf 
good; though miſerably defiled by the fins of 
its inhabitants. But, „by the world we are 
here te underſtand theſe men of the world, 
(Jobs xv. ig.) wholare enemies to godlineſs, 
and thoſe other creatures i in the world; which 
the devil, the prince of it, uſes as ſhares to 
ſeduce” men to ſin—1. John 11. 1 5 Matt. i iv. 
8, 9. The pomps* and vanities of this 
% wicked World, Arb alf thoſe enſnäring 
objects of riches, pleafures, and honors, 1 in- 
235 the avidity with Which they are pur · 
they" F ail ololp by: eh the wicked are 
drowned in perdition; of which the Apoſtle 
gives a conciſe, but melancholy detail in 1. 
John il. 16. All that is in the world, the 
luſt of the fleſh, and the. luſt of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world. Ihe third ſpiritual 
enemy renounced in paptiſm, is the fleſh, 
with all its ſinful luſts. By the fleſh, we are 
to underſtand (according, to the general uſe 
of that-word''in ſcripture) the whole. nature 


ane e both ſoul ng body, in the, preſent 
unregenerate 


unregenerate An 3 0 ney chief ben ans - 


| mortifled corruption of foul Which dwelleth 
in every man by nature; which continually 


luſteth againſt the ſpirit, andwhich is enmity 
againſt God Rom. viii, 7, 8. It is this car- 


nal mind which hindereth: us from doing good, 


(Cal. v. 1.) and inclines us to do evil Rom. 
vii. 23. - The ſinful luſts of the fleſh, are in- 
ordinate affections, and evil concupiſcences of 
the body and the mind. By theſe we are in- 
elined to liſten to the temptations, of the devil, 
and to abuſe the-good things of this world, to - 
the baſe purpoſes | of offending and diſhonor- 
ing God. 2. The ſecond thing promiſed at bap- 


| in, 5 is, that the baptized perſon ſhould be- 


lieve all the articles of the chriſtian faith ; 
That i is, all ſuch doctrines as are revealed to 
us in the holy ſeriptures, written by the in- 
ſpiration of God; of which a ſummary is 
contained in the Apoſtles creed. By believ- 
ing, is here meant a gracious work of the 
holy ſpirit of God, whereby the heart of man 


is enabled fully to aſſent unto, and firmly to 


rely upon the word and truth of God, anti 
the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt. This faithi is in- 
diſpenſably neceſſary to every ſaving purpoſe; 
and among the unſpeakable gifts of God; ſo 
that if we are Gtarule of it, we cannot be 


happy 


1 
bappysn©:Withour faith it is impocnbte to 
pleaſe God: He that believeth on the Son 

* hath everlaſting. life, and he chat believeth 
not the Son ſhall not Tee life, but the wrath 
«of God abiderh on Hit,” We are further 
affured; he that" believeth and is baptized 
ee ſhall be ſaved, but he tliat bélievetch net 
Hall be damned (Mur xvi." 16, ) his 
faith in Chriſt is a Nvely and aQive principle, 
and Always « workerh by lobe: Af it does 
not it 18 only 2 nominal and dead faith 3 1 it 18 
the faith of devils, and nat of chliftans ; at, 
| inſtead of doing you, any ſervice, it wall. only 
aggrayate your x uilt, and increaſe,” your con- 


933 


| Chriſt, implies: a el and al ve depebdence 
on. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to receive from biz | 
| wiſdom, 7g hrcouſnefs, fanhil ation, and re- 

romiſed iu Jour 
name 5 rpg, 7 55 e e @« 7 81 


8 3 at 5 655 us, 
has ſince redeemed us, and does, continuall 
ſupport and provide: for us. What 1 
obligations are theie ?—How forcibly do they 
Y hind us to love the Lord our God, and to 
HP 
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keep his 150 will and commandments all the 


9 | days of our life ? Such then is our bounden 


duty ; ; and yet, alas! where is the man that 
can truly ſay that he perfectly diſcharges the 
laſt branch in its full extent? There is none 
that doeth good, no not one—Pſal. xiv. 3. 
In many things we offend all; and if we 
4e ſay we have no fin, we deceive ourſelves, 
e and the truth 1 is not in us”: Fam. i 111. 2— 

1 John i. 8. All we like ſheep have gone 
« aſtray.” It is impoſſible for us to be ſaved 


| by the tenor of the covenant of works, (Cal. 


1. 16.) the condition whereof is perfect obe- 


dience, (Rom. x. 5.) We muſt, therefore, 


depend on the covenant of grace, which pre- 
ſents to the eye of faith, the glorious Mediator 
of that covenant, as the end of the law for 


60 righteouſnets to every one that believeth. * 


But though we cannot be ſaved by our own 
works, becauſe the beſt of them are miſerably 
imperfect ; yet is our obedience indiſpenſably 
required tor theſe plain' and weighty reaſons. 
God 1s hereby glorified; (Matt. v. 16.) our 
neighbdr. is greatly benefited, and edified ; 
(1. Pet. iii. 1, 2.) and our faith is juſtified 3 | 
that is, proved to be genuine and true Jam. 


ii. 18. Nay, our future reward of grace, will 
be according to the progreſs. we have made in 
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the divine life here, He that toweth little, 


686 0 PE 


ſhall reap little ; and he that ſoweth plentes 


* - ouſly, ſhall reap. plepteouſly—2. Car. ix. 6, 


You may learn, then, from what has been 


faid, the true nature of your baptiſmal yow, 


You ſee now, I hope, the invaluable privileges 
which are conferred: on all that are truly baps 
tized ; and the manner in which you mult 


. evidence your ſhare in them, The outward 


fign in baptiſm you have already received; 
enquire then, ſeriouſly, whether you poſleſs | 
„ the inward, and ſpiritual grace; which i 4 
interpreted by our church, as implying «© 
death unto fin, and a mew. birth pit * 
teouſneſs. | 
It is deeply incumbent on you, to, be at 


7 certainty in a matter of ſo great moment, 


and with this view, to aſk counſel of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that you may not deceiye 
yourſelves: by reſting in the outward form; 


but that you may be truly regenerate and 


born again, not of water only, but of the 
Spirit too. - Without this all religious 

profeſſion is but hypocriſy and deluſion + 
N in Chriſt Jeſus neither cireumciſion 
availeth any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but 


a new creature Gal. vi. 15. If then you are 


__ of boring your nature, which became 
5 totally 
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W ivtaily corrupt by the fall of Adam, renewed 
and changed, you muſt fervently pray unto. 


God for the bleſſing. This was the practice 
of the holy pſalmiſt :—* Make me a clean 
& heart, O God, and renew a right ſpirit 
& within me.“ He knew that he was ſhapen 


in iniquity; and that in fin, his mother had 


conceived him; he likewiſe knew, that be- 
ſides his original depravity, he had been 
guilty of many actual tranſgreſſions, and that, 


therefore, he was corrupt, and become abo- 


minable; Senſible of this, he fervently prays 
for a clean heart, and a right ſpirit; and if 


you wiſh to obtain theſe invaluable bleſſings, 
you muſt go, and do likewiſe; He only who 
created the heart of man at firſt, after his 
own image; ean renew: it by his ſpirit in 


fighteouſneſs, and true holineſs: This is the 
work of God, and of God alone. We can 
no more make ourſelves new hearts, than we 


can create à new world: But if we earneſtly 


and faithfully pray to God for this ineſtimable 


blefling, we are ſure to receive it. Aſk,” 


fays the Redeemer, * and it ſhall be given a 


« you, ſeek and ye ſhall find, knock and it 
ce ſhall be opened unto you“ Matt. vii. 7. 


Vea, by the mouth of his prophet he makes 
you this gracious promiſe ; 4 A new heart 
"C2 „„ 4 
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* will ! alſo give you, and a new ſpirit will 


„ put within you! Exel. xxxvi. 26. And 
he further moſt expreſſly aſſures us, that he 
will give his holy ſpirit to them that aſk him 
Luke xi. 13. When the divine influences 
of this ſacred agent are thus received, we ſhall 
then find, to our unſpeakable comfort, chat 
old things are paſſed away; and that all 
things are become new. We ſhall not only 


find a new nature, and a new heart, but we 


ſhall likewiſe experience, by virtue of our 


union with Chriſt, through faith, all ſpiritual 


bleſſings. The veil of ignorance and darkneſs 


with reſpect to ſpiritual things, will then be 


removed from our minds, and Chriſt will give 


us light; he will enable us clearly to ſee the 


purity and holineſs of God, the depravity of 
our nature, the ſinfulneſs of our lives, the im- 
perfections of our beſt ſervices, and conſe- 
quently, the indiſpenſable neceſſity we are 
under (if we hope for ſalvation) of ſeeking 
to him, and truſting in him for a better dish. 
teouſneſs than our own... . 

When thro! his ſpirit he has fully convinc- 
ed us of our great-unworthineſs, and made us 
truly humble, he will then open to us the 
ſcriptures ;. he will ſhew us that all power is 
en to him in n and in earth; and that 

| he 


wt 6 ww HH iT = 


* 5 * * La SY =, 2 2 we W— NS . - WW . OI — naw — 4 — AI... . 


1 51 


be is mighty to fave—Matt. xxvith 18. This 


is a moſt undoubted and comfortable truth: 
For, - obſerve, . our Redeemer is the mighty 
God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of 
Peace—1/a. ix. 6. How then can they fall 


ſhort of happineſs who have the mighty God 


on their fide ? How can they be comfortleſs 


who have the everlaſting, Father for their 


friend? Or, how can they be deſtitute of 


real felicity who have an intereſt in the 


Prince of Peace ?—tt cannot be. As every 
real chriſtian is a candidate for an immortal 
crown; and in his way towards the poſſeſſion 


of it, is obliged to undergo great difficulties; 


to deny himſelf, to take up his croſs daily, 
and follow Chriſt Luke ix. 22. yet per- 
ſecution cannot drive him from the path of 
duty, nor the greateſt oppoſition totally de- 
preſs him. It is true he may be ſometimes 


| afraid, but yet he will put his truſt in God. 


He. knows that Chriſt is the Leader, the 
great Captain of his ſalvation ; and through 
the power of his grace he is fully determined 
to fight manfully under his banner, againſt 
the world, the fleſh, and the devil, and to 

continue his faithful ſoldier and ſervant unto 


his life's end. Such is the mind and will of 
every real chriſtian; ſuch likewiſe ought to 


be 


/ 
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be ours: - For you, as well as he, have been 
baptized, and therefore are under the moſt 
folemn obligations ſo to live and act as bes 
cometh the goſpel: And can you, all of you 
truly ſay that you really do ſo; and that fuch 
is your character? You dare not; you know 
you cannot.—Be not deceived therefote : he 
that cotamitteth fin, is the ſervant of fin 3 
and he that is the ſervant of fin, is the flave 
of ſatan, though he may call himſelf by the 
name of Chril. If you truly renounee the 
world, you could not, you would not be {6 
anxious about it, as to negle& the care of 
your ſouls. You are commanded f to ſeek 
the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, 
and then you have an expreſs promiſe that all 
things neceflary either to your prefent com- 
fort, or future ſupport, ſhall be added unto 
you. But alas! too many of you reverſe the 
Saviour's rule, and inftead of ſeeking the 
kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, in the 
firſt place, as you ought to do, if you ſeek it 
at all, you ſeek it in the laſt. —You tife up 
early, and late take reſt, and eat the bread | 
of carefulneſs, not in purſuit after the true 
 Fiches, but that you may abound 1 in the un- 
righteous Mammon. 
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A prudent care about your worldly- con- 
cerns, 18 undeniably your duty, and without 
it you cannot live to the divine glory, or be 
juſt to yourſelves, or others, But this ] 
repeat, and would have you ſeriouſly con- 
ſider it, that your worldly care ſhould be 
entirely ſubordinate to the love of God, and 
the care of your immortal ſouls. But fur- 


| ther: In your baptiſm you renounced not 


only the devil and all his works, together 
with the pomp and vanity of this wicked 

world, but likewiſe all the finful luſts of the 
fleſh. If vou wiſh to know what theſe fin- 
ful luſts of the fleſh are, they are very plainly 
enumerated by Saint Paul. The works of 

the fleſh are manifeſt, which are theſe: 
adultery, , fornication, uncleanneſs, laſcivi- 
ouſneſs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, vari- 
ance, emulations, wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, 


| hereſies, euyyings, . murders, drunkenneſs, 
| revellings, and ſuch like—Gal. v. 19, 20% 


21, And are there not ſeveral amongſt yay 
who do live in ſome one, or more of theſe 
abominable vices? Let conſcience ſpeak, and 
I fear it will teſtify loudly againſt you; and 
if ſo, how can you ſay that you renounce all 
the ſinful luſts of the fleſh, whilſt you daily 
and hourly live under the dannen of them? 
What 
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* Wbt a glaring falſhood ? | What a palpa- 
ble abſurdity is this? A good tree caunot 
Srivg forth evil fruit; neither can a corrupt 
tree Bring forth good fruit. A tree is known 
by its fruits. The faith of a true chriſtian 
werful influence om his life 
and eonverſation3-it produces a true love both 
0 God and mango "tat it is his meat and 
Wink; the very joy and delight of bis ſoul, 
10 promote the glory of God, yeace on earth, 
and good-will' towards men Luke ll. 14. 
And does your faith, my brethren; produce 
theſe deſirable fruits, theſe happy effects 
If it does, you may then be aſſured that 1 it is 
genuine and true; if it does not, it is falſe 
and counterfeit; NE; can ayail you. nothing; 
ye are yet in your ſins.Examine yourſelves, 
therefore, whether ye be in the faith. Cor. 
xi. 5.—lIf vou are, happy is your ſtate; if 
ou are not, no words dan exprefs your mi- 
ſery. The form of godlineſs can avait no- 
thing, ſo long as you are deſtitute of the 
wer of it. Let no man deceive you with 
Vain words. If any man be in e he 1 18 
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ANR the Meigs His Oiler eaſed 4 
appoint places for public worſhip, and 
Has inſtituted miniſters to officiate in them, 
F it is certainly the bounden duty of all his 
people diligently to attend them; He ex- 
prefily enjoins you to keep his fabbaths, and 
to reverence his ſanctuary; and, if you ne- 
glect to do ſo, you will hereby bring great 
guilt upon your own ſouls Lev. xix. 30, 
He who will not frequent the houſe of God, 
has no reaſbn to expect the divine bleffing, 
but rather to fear his diſpleaſure. It is a 
heavy charge which God, by the” mouth * 
his prophet Ezekiel, brings againſt the Jews; 
and it is equally (or rather more) applicable 
co all the deſpiſers of chriſtian ordinances : 
Ve have deſpiſed my holy things, and pro- 
il faned my ſabbaths Exeb. xxii. 8.— Mal. 1 Il. 
1 ſincerely with that this accuſation did 
belts to the Jews only! But alas! it is too 
evident that it may be juſtly applied to thou- 
ſands who now profeſs the chriſtian religion. 
BY call Chriſt their Lord and Maſter ; and 
| D. Jet, 
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yet, they neither do, nor ſtrive to do the 
_ things which he has commanded. . This ob- 
| ſervatiohi will hold good in many inſtances: 
but it is peculiarly applicable to that ſhameful 


negle& of public worſhip, which prevails. 


among us, and that even on, the Lord's own 
day. If ſuch men will conſult the ſcriptures 
they will find their conduct condemned in 
many places, and particularly. by the example 
of our bleſſed Redeemer, who has left us an 
example that we ſhould follow his ſteps— 
1. Pet. ii. 21. For, we are informed by Saint 
Luke, in the fourth chapter at the ſixteenth 


verſe; He came to Nazareth, where he had . 


been brought up, and as his cuſtom, was, he 
went into the ſynagogue on the ſabbath day 3 
and he further tells us that he taught daily in 
the temple Luke xix. 4. You hence ſee 
then the zeal of Chriſt for the public worſhip 
of God. This zeal was ſo ferveut, that Da- 
vid, who was a type of Chriſt, thus, ſpeaks 
concerning it: The zeal of thine houſe 
„ hath eaten me up”—P/al. lxix. 9. And if 
our Redeemer was fo afliduous in attending 
Public worſhip, and fo zealous for the honor 
of God's houſe, how can we with the leaſt 
degree of propriety call ourſelves his diſciples, 
| whillt we neglect the one, and diſregard the 


other? 


„ 
other? If you look into the old teſtament, 
you will find (as a pious writer well obſerves) 
that in the days of Moſes and Joſhua, all 
the people attended punciually upon the public 
reading of the law; and after their deceaſe, 
heard it from perſons duly appointed to per- 
form this ſacred office—ſee Deut. xxix. 10. 
—Xxxi. Tr, 1% —Fofh. vili. 34, 35. In the 
time of King David too public worſhip was. 
held in the ſame veneration. David ſpeaks in 
the higheſt raptures of having gone with the 
multitude to the houſe of God.. As the hart 
panteth after the water-brooks, ſo panteth m 
foul after thee, O God ; my ſoul thirſteth ** 
God, for the living God; when ſhall I come 
and appear before God? My tears have been 
my meat day and night, while they conti- 
nually ſay unto me, where is thy God ?— 
When I remember theſe things, I pour out 
my ſoul in me, for J had gone with the mul- 
titude; I went with them to the houſe of 
God, with the voice of joy and praiſe, with a 
multitude that kept holy day Pa. xliv. 1, 
4. In the Ixxxiv. Pſalm too the ſacred pen- 
man expreſſes his love to public worſhip, in 
the moſt elevated ſtrains. How amiable are 
thy tabernacles, O Lord of hoſts! | My foul 
longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of 
D 2 the 
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the Lord : My heart and; fleſh, cry out for the. 


living God .—Blefled are they that dwell. in 
thy houſe ; they will be till praiſing Heh 1 


they go from ſtrength to ſtrength, every One 


of them in Zion (that is, in the chief place 
of God's public worſhip) appeareth before 


God. One day i in thy courts is better than, 
a thouſand : I had rather be a door-keeper 1 in 


houſe of my God, than to dwell in the 
tents of wickedneſs. From hence (as well 
as from various other paſſages i in ſcripture) 
you may learn that it is the duty of all to 


attend the public worſhip of God; that the 


divine blefling is principally to be expected in 


God's own houſe ; and that the truly thank- 


ful take delight 1 in frequenting his holy tem- 
ple. You ſee that theſe truths evidently . 
appear, even from the writings of the Old 


Teſtament : but if you conſult the New, you 


will find, if poſſible, {till ſtronger proofs of 
them. It is certain, that the temple of Solo- 
mon, (with all its grandeur and magnifi- 
cence). and the worſhip there celebrated, 
were infinitely inferior to chriſtian worſhip ; 


For, the law, with all-its types and ceremo- 


nies, had only a ſhadow of goqd things to 
come. It pointed invariably to Chriſ, and 
had its Pn in him. Chriſt 4 is the end 
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of the law for righteouſneſs to eyery one x thas 


| believeth Rom. x. 4. And if a Jew was in- 5 


excuſable for neglecting the ſhadow, how 
great muſt be your guilt, how ſore your 
puniſhment, if you wilfully perſiſt in ne- 


glecting chriſtian worſhip? Chriſt has ap- 


pointed a regular ſucceſſion of miniſters till 
his ſecond coming; and this appointment 
clearly ſhews that it is the bounden duty of 
his people to attend on their miniſtry. As 
there can be no preaching without hearing, 
the very naming of the duty on our part, 
ſets the guilt of your neglect in the ſtrongeſt 
light. If a miniſter be careleſs and indifferent 
about the ſpiritual concerns of his flock, you 
can, of your ownſelves, eaſily perceive the 
finfulnefs of ſuch a character. And do you, 
can you think that the people can be guiltleſs 


Who ſeldom, if ever, attend on the miniſters 


of Jeſus Chriſt? It cannot be. Hear how 
highly Chriſt reſents the conduct of thoſe 


who neglect his miniſters; that is, (at leaſt 


in one ſenſe of the word) who negle& to 
hear them. You may ſee in Luke x. 16.—** He 
that heareth you, heareth me; and he that 
deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and he that 
deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth Him that ſent me.“ 
This is a ** — Paſſage on the pre- 
ſent 


69 
ſent occaſion, and well deſerves your moſt 
ſerious conſideration. Are not we the mini- 
ſters of the goſpel in the place of thoſe diſci - 
ples to whom our Lord ſpoke? Do we not 
preach to you in the name of Jeſus: Chriſt, 
and as put in authority by him? As long as 
we preach: the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſtin truth 
and ſincerity, ſo long you are certainly bound 
to give diligent heed to our preaching: And 
if you treat any part of our office with flight 
and contempt, (which you may be ſaid to do 
in an eſpecial manner, by not coming to hear 
us) Chriſt, you ſee, takes the affront, as of- 
fered to God the Father himſelf. He. that 
deſpiſeth you, deſpiſeth me; and he that de- 
ſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me.“ 
SGive me leave, further, to obſerve, that 
you have the greateſt encouragement given 
you in the ſcriptures, to excite you to a due 
attendance on public worſhip. This is the 
gracious promiſe made us by the Almighty. 
In all places where I record my name, I will 
come unto thee and bleſs thee Ex. xx. 24. 
Our Lord, too, has promiſed to be ſpiritually 
preſent where two or three are gathered toge- 
ther in his name; and his Apoſtle further 
aſſures us, that faith cometh by hearing— 
Ae. xviii. 20.— Rom. x. 17. And if theſe 
| things 
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things are ſo, how ungrateful are we to God, 
and how cruel to our own ſouls, if we will 
not attend to the preaching of God's word, 


which is the ꝝſual and principal channel of 
conveying divine knowledge, and a variety of 
ſpiritual bleſſings. Several of you, alas.! can- 
not read, and have rarely any opportunity. of 
hearing the word of God, but from the mi- 
niſter; and will you, dare you trifle with the 


opportunity ? 


Some, perhaps, may imagine, that if they 
remain ignorant of the duty, they ſhall not 
be puniſhed: for leaving it undone ; but let 
all ſuch remember this undeniable maxim: 
te that men are always anſwerable for the 
„ omiſſion of duties which they had an op- 
portunity of knowing; and that wilful 
« ignorance is direct and ſtudied diſobedi- 


„ ence.” Others can read, and pretend to 


know their duty as well as the miniſter can 


teach them, (as if hearing a ſermon were 


the whole of coming to church, where prayer 


and poke form the greater part of the ſer- 


vice): but J will venture to ſay that ſuch 
perſons, however they may know their duty, 


are far, very far from practiſing it; and con- 


ſequently ſtand in need of being reminded by 
the miniſter as much as any others. 


The 


t 


The reaſons or non⸗ attendance on public . 


Forthip are various: Some alledge that they 
are often indiſpoſed themſelves, and cannot 
attend; or they are obliged to wait upon thoſe 
that are; or the care of their children con- 
| fities them at home; Sickneſs, it is allowed 
18 a hindrance; and an attendance upon the 
aged, the infirm; the tender; and the helpleſs, 
is a branch of thoſe works of mercy; which 

undoubtedly ought to take place of ſaecrifice. 
However, as they have immortal ſouls which 


muſt be taken care of, (as well as their bo- 
dies) or be miſerable for ever, ſuffer me to 


alk, whether ſuch apologiſts are not ſome- 
times more indulgent to their bodily com- 
Plaints, and more fearful of getting harm by 
coming to chureh, than they ought'to be? 
And, whether a contrivance to aſſiſt alter- 
nately, in the cares of the family, would 
not effectually obviate a variety of impedi- 
ments, which indolenee, or want of œeono- 
my often frame? Where inclination is want- 
ing to a duty, we are all of us too ſoon 
furniſhed with am excuſe for not fulfilling it. 


We frequently hear other trivial excuſes 


urged for the negle& of public worſtlip: 
Some-abſentees plead, that it is ſo long ſince 
oy have been at a place of worſhip, that 
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ſhame prevents them from coming, leſt their | 
Appearance ſhould attra& the ſurpriſe and at- 
tention of their neighbours ; 1 E fear, that 
from the meanneſs of their cloathing, they 
ſhould be noticed as objects of contempt or 
ridicule; and there are not a few, who vainly 
and preſumptuouſly ſay, that they are as good 
as ſeveral that do attend, who are no better 
for it; and that, therefore, they may as well 
ſtay away. As to the firſt excuſe—if they 
have neglected public worſhip for a long time, 
juſt fo long have they been deſpiſers of God's 
ordinance ; and whether is, it better finally to 
perſevere 1 in fin, or to break it off im nediate- | 
ly, fince <* better late than never” is a maxim. 


in no caſe more important than in that we are 
conſidering? I believe it may generally. be 
obſerved; that many of the poor are kept from 


church, not fo much by bad clothes as by bad 
hearts: But as to the, pleas of the poor, if, 


_ through calamities of any kind; or the de- 


mands of a large family, they | have no better 
clothes to put on, I would give this advice: : 
Let them go to church, and let him who 
dares, laugh or frown God's face will be 
againſt that man, in return, when his cala- 
mity cometh. He muſt want even the bow-. 
els of a man, much more of a chriſtian, who 
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aan umbe ſport at the poor, merely for thele 
| poverty. And further let me tell them, their 
| thame is of a falſe fort, and ſeems to ariſe 
from a principle of abominable pride. Provi- 

dence (in a ſenſe) has clothed the poor as 
they are clothed; and ought they to be 
aſhamed of his appointment ? Certainly not: 

But if they are reduced in conſequence of 
extravagant and vicious conduct; they have, 

indeed, the greater reaſon to be aſhamed of 
it; but none, to neglect the public worthip of 
God. Should any ſevere, and even ungenerous 
remarks be made on this account, let them 
not heſitate to own fin and folly; and by an in- 
genuous confeſſion, they will probably obtain, 
mſtead of reproaches, ſome charitable relief. 
As to the apology of thoſe who plead, That 
they are as good as ſeveral that do attend, 

who are no better for it, and that therefore, 

they. may as well ſtay away: This method 
of reaſoning is inconſiſtent, and ridiculous to 
the laſt degree; and is a:fign of much cenſo- 
riouſneſs and: uncharitableneſs. It is incon- 
ſiſtent and ridieulous, becauſe the abuſe of 
ordinances by ſore, is ſv: far from being an 
argument againſt the due uſe of them, that 
it ſhould rather excite us to greater diligence 
and: circumſpection; and the cenſoriouſneſs 
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of :fuch a plea, is-expoſed and: condemned, by 
has interragatory 2 Who, art thou that 
judgeſt? For thou that Judgeſt, doeſt the 
e ſame things.“ Vour buſineſs 1 4s to. make 
Four calling and election ſure. They are an- 
ſwerable for abuſing the means of. grace; and 


vod are left without excuſe, for neglecting 
them. Again, if ſuch pleaders ſuppoſe that 


they are to be ſaved becauſe they are as good 


as ſome, and better than ſome of their neigh- 
bours, they;are.yet, it is to be feared, entire 


rangers to the firſt principles of chriſtianity:; 
and appear to be utterly iguorant of God, 


Sheraſebvas, and the bible. N his word, 
them, that hey may know £64 they muſt 
do to be ſaved, and net to the deliſiue ſtandard 
of other people's characters. Further, many 
make uſe. of the, fale pretence of not being 
able to come to church on account of une. 
To all ſuch I would. ſay, Take care that you 
have to plead neceſſary bufneſe, in the faigfut 


acceptance of words; for that cannot be call- 


ed neceſay buſineſs, which would admit of 
being done on Saturday. or being deferred till 


Monday. The breaking in upon Sunday 


mornings, by late returns from marketing, 
or traffic of any fort on the preceding day; 
1140 | WS: > and 
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and the ing” a part of the Lord's day, 
25 viſiting, pleaſare- taking, and a 
| Are facts ſo notorious, and ſo abandoned, as 

to prove that they who are guilty of theth 

prefer the temple of Mammion; before -the 
temple of the Irving God..—ls not this really 
the caſe ?—Let conſcience ſpeak. I fear it is 
Þ; and if it be, how great 48 your guilt— 
how inſupportable will be your puniſhment, 
if you ſhall, in future, thus aaringly trample 
on that divine law, which enjoins you ſo'to 
remember the ſabbath day, as to keep it holy! 
Whenever you are tempted, therefore, to ab- 
ſent yourſelves from' public -worſhip, look 
well to it that your excuſe for not attending, 
be ſuch as you need not bluſh to offer before 
the judgment: ſeat of Chriſt: This conſider- 
ation may ſetve as a general touch - ſtone, to 
prove every ſort of excuſe that can be urged; 
and will help to'ſhew the futility and weak- 
neſSofall of them, except thoſe which ariſe 
from ſickneſs, or from works of ned 
neceſſity and charity. 

I am thoroughly aware, that multitudes 
attend church regularly, without attaining 
the end=—]-am ſorry to have reaſon alſo to 
add, that the-reliante upon forms and mere at- 
5 is the . n of the age in 

| which 


/ 
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which wwe live. 1 will venture, however, to 
affirm, that though a perſon profeſſing cliriſ- 
tiauity, may attend church as punctually as 


the bell tolls, and not be a chriſtian at laſt; 


it is ĩimpaſſible that he ſhould: be a real chriſ- 


tian, who Habitually (without juſt: cauſe) 
neglects public worſhip. Indeed, public wor- 


ſhip is not only of Divine inſtitution, but 


an attendance upon it is enjoined by the 
ſanction of public authority. You cannot, 


therefore, be a good ſubject any more than a 


good chriſtian, When you continue to attend 
it but ſeldom. For, while you are ſettiiſg 
the laws of heaven at defiance, you are alſo 
treating the laws of your country with the 
like contempt ; But I addreſs you as a mini- 
iter, not as a magiſtratez and therefore only 
drop tliis as à hint of ſecondary importance, I 
can truly ſay, that it gives me the greateſt 
concern to obſerve how apparently . careleſs 
and negligent many are, - conſidering: the 


number of thoſe who attend; and thoſe 


who do not. I ſuppoſe there ae, at leaſt, 


| three thouſand ſouls in this pariſh ;*.and yet, 


alas l generally on Sundays, (in the morn+ 


ing) I believe, the | congregation / does. not 
confiſt of more than four or five n 
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and frequently of a much leſs: — 
This is a vaſt, a moſt ſhocking diſproportion, 
and it ſtrikes me as a fact truly lamentable. 
May all, who. by their a, and criminal 
negligence, give occafion for this remark, 
be brought by the grace of God ſeriouſly to 
conſider their duty and intereſt; their guilt 
28 and — Taru "Then, ud. 
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be very Ant in ee pen ee 


They: will, as new=bort babes, deſite the 


+ ſincere milk of the word, chat they may 


o thereby ;“ and will be truly glad, 
hen ſummoned, to go into the houſe of 
the Lordi. Per. ii. 2.--P/a. cxxii. 1. This 
is Sur duty at all times, and more eſpecially 
vn the Sabbath day; which we are com- 
manded by God ſo to remember, as to keep 
it Holy. To this end be perſuaded to ſet your 
worldly concerns in order over hight, and 
Srtaly reſolve not to exerciſe your reſpective 
ceullings, on this ſacred day, unſeſs may/penſable 
neceſſity, or charity, ſhould oblige you to it. 
If you will offend in this reſpect, you are lia- 
ble to the penalties of the civil law,! which 
may, and ought to be inflicted upon you for 
_ wilfulidiſobedience. But alas! what are the 
1 of human penalties, in compariſon 
_ with 
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with the terrors of the Lord, and thoſe dreads 
ful puniſhments which are threatened in the 
word of God againft obſtinate and impenitent 


finners? To avoid this impending danger, 


do you, as oon as you awake, remember 
that it is the Sabbath, and that it muſt be 
fanctified, or kept holy to the Lord. Endea- 
vour by prayer, by reading the ſcriptures, and 
meditating upon them, to diſengage your af- 
fections from all worldly matters, n to _ | 
toms on things above. 
When the duties of the cloſet . boom 
oldie I then entrrat all, who have fa- 


milies, to call them together for the exerciſe 


of family-worſhip. After this, be particularly 
careful not to abſent yourſelves from the pub- 
ke worſhip of God; but piouſly reſolve. to 
attend at church botb. parts of the day; Join 
with the congregation in every thing required 
by the rubric, and earneſtly, endeavour in all 
reſpects, to promote the divine glory. 
When you are returned from the ſolermn aſ- 
fembly, you muſt not imagine that you; are 

at liberty to ſpend the reſt of the day accord- 
mg to your own humour. In Haab lviu, 
you are enjoined 5 not to do your own Ways; 
not to find your own pleaſure ;: not to ſpeak 
your own words on God's holy day. 
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Obſerve" attentively: this paſſage—you. ret not 

to do your on ways; that is, you are not 
to follow your. ſecular or worldly employ- | 

ments: Vou are not to find your own plea- 


fure 3 that is, you are not to uſe recreations, 
and ſports upon it. Tou are not to take 
unneceſſary journeys, for worldly purpoſes. 
You are not to pay or receive needleſs. viſits. 


Vou are not to conſume it in indolence, or in 


frequenting public hbuſes, which are too 


| frequently nurſeries of vice and immorality. 
Vou are not to ſpeak; your, own: words on 


God's holy day; that is, you are riot to diſ- 
courſe om worldly ſubjects. Yow are not to 
conſume” it in fooliſſi talking and jeſting. 
which are not convenient, but rather vou 
ſhould employ it in ſpeaking} on religious to- 


pics, which may edify, and miniſter grace 


unto the hearers—Eph. v. 4—iv. 29. You 
ſee, plainly then, from this text, that it is 


your bounden duty to; employ the intervals 


ſpirixual exerciſes. If you have no families, 
you may fill them up by private prayer, and 


| reading the ſeriptures; if you have families, 


by catechizing your children and ſervants, 
by reminding them of what they heard at 


church; by reading the 9 by .dif- 
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touring with them on' ſpiritual ſubjects, by 
ſinging of pſalms, ard by joining with then 
it family - worſhip. To induce you thus 
ftriftly to obſerve the ſabbath, conſider that 
your good and gracious God lias given you fix 
Days in every Week, for the management of 
your ſecular concerns; and has ſet apart but 
this ons for himſelf. To rob him of this, is 
therefore, the higheſt ingratitude; and a 
dreadful kind of — which he will 
ſeverely pumiſhi+ This we may learn from 
Numb. xv. in which we find that a ſabbath- 
breaker was ſtoned to death, by the expreſs 
command of God himſelf. This is a fact 
which requirès no comment; it ſpeaks plain- | 
ly and' awfully to high and low, rich and 
poor: God grant that you may all deeply 
conſider it! To induce you to do fo, remem- 
ber that God has promiſed a blefling to him 
who duly obſerves the ſabbath day.—Bleſſed 
is the man that keepeth the ſabbath from 
polluting it, - and keepeth his hand from do- 
ing any evil —/ſaiab lvi. 2: If then we would 
either avoid the judgments of God, or hope 
for his bleſſing, we muſt be careful to ſanctify 
his own day, and make it du a religious 
Conſider feroully theſe Hain but import 
truths; and then I truſt that they will, thro 
F the 
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the grace of God, have a proper influence on 
your future conduct.—At is your unfoubted. 
duty to be diligent, earneſt, and zealous, in 
the performance of all religious offices: For, 
God has commanded you to be ſo; and if you 
do not conſcientiouſly: uſe the means, you 
cannot reaſonably. hope to obtain the ends 
intended by them. I muſt here ſubjoin one 
caution :—Ulſe the means of grace digen 
but take good heed that you do not abuſe 
them; that is, you muſt not ref in them, nor 
 irufl in them, as meritorious, or available in 
the leaſt to your eternal ſalvation. No, you 
the Lord our Righteouſneſs) and not in your- 
ſelves, or in your religious duties; for the 
beſt of them are attended with very great im- 
perfections, and are acceptable only unto God 
through him. When we have done all; 
when we have exerted every faculty and pow- 
er in the cauſe of religion, (and who is there 
that can truly ſay this ?) we are but unprofit- 
able ſervants ; and if unprofitable, we can claim 
nothing on our own account, but muſt be 
faved wholly by grace, through faith. In 
| ſhort, the wages of fin is death, ' but the 
gift of God is eternal life through NN Chriſt 
dur Lord—Rem. vi. 2 * 
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HE light of nature 1s become ſo EA 

obſeured by the fall, that it is utterly 
incapable of directing men to the knowledge- 
ot the true God, and conſequently inſuſſici- 
ent to lead them to true happineſs. This. 
will evidently appear if we either take a ſhort 
view of Pagan hiſtory, or attend to the ex- 
pre{si declarations of Divine Revelation. 
Athens was the ſeat of learning and politeneſs 
in the Apoſtle's time; and yet even here they 
had ere&ed an altar To the unknown God. — 
Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, they became 
fools : They changed the glory of - incor- 
ruptible God, into an image made like to the 
corruptible man, and to birds, and four- footed 
beaſts, and creeping things. In ſhort, they 
worſhipped and ſerved the creature more than 
the Creator, who is bleſſed for ever, amen. 
For this cauſe God gave them up unto vile 
affections Ram. i. 22, 23, 24, 25, 26. Such 
was the ſtate of the Heathen world before the 
manifeſtation of Jeſus. Chriſt in the fleſh. — 
What an ineſtimable bleſſiug then is the 
1 goſpel, 


\ 
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goſpel, by which we are brought out of dark: 
neſs unto marvelous light! Indeed we are 
all by nature born like the wild aſs's colt: 
That is, ignorant and ſtupid, ſelf-willed and 
untractable, with reſpect to ſpiritual things. 


We are ſometimes darkneſs, but now (if real 


chriſtians) we are light in the Lord. Let 
it be our great care then to walk as children 
of the light, and to be truly thankful for thoſe 
innumerable mercies which we. daily and 
hourly receive at the hands of God. In him 
we live, and move, and have our being; 
every bleſſing we enjoy, every comfort in life 
cometh down from above, and is the free and 


unmerited effect of his paternal care. Vea, 


Hie giyeth us all things richly to enjoy, and 
ſhowers down his mercies and fayors upon us; 
He crowneth the year with goodneſs, and his 
clouds drop fatneſs. Theſe temporal bleſſings 
| call aloud upon us for a tribute of a grateful 
heart, and ſhould induce us frequently to 


praiſe the Lord for his goodneſs, and to de- 
clare the wonders that he doeth for the child- 
ren of men: But above all are we bound to 


praiſe him for the ineſtimable bleſſing of re- 


demption, by the death and paſſion of our | 


| The 


Saviour Chriſt. 


65 
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The work of redemption as much 8 

in value all temporal bleſſings, as the worth 
of an immortal ſoul does that of a mortal 
body. Whether we conſider, therefore, the 
temporal or the ſpiritual mercies we receive, 
we are in duty and gratitude obligated to praiſe 
God for them, as unmerited gifts; and to 
acknowledge our dependence on him for the 
continuance thereof, by humble and frequent 
applications to the 'throne of grace. The 
ſcriptures are expreſs in urging the neceſſity 
of ſuch acknowledgments, both of prayer and 
praiſe ; the former of which duties, in parti- 
cular, is ſtrongly recommended by the ex- 
ample of our bleſſed Lord himſelf. St. Mark 
informs us that our Lord in the morning 
riſing up 2 great while before day, went out, 
and departed into a dalia place, and there 
prayed Mark 1. 35. St. Matthew tells us, 
that when Chriſt had ſent the multitudes 
away, he went up into a mountain apart to 
pray: And when the evening was come he 
was there alone — Matt. xiv. 23. And that 
this was our Saviour's uſual practice you may 
learn from Lule xxii. 39, compared with 
Chap. xxi. 37. If therefore we reverence the 
precepts and example of our Redeemer, we 
all eſteem ourſelves bound to compliance, 
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by a double ſanction, which enhances the im- 


portance of prayer, conſidered in the light 
either of a duty, or a privilege. The eſſence 


of prayer conſiſts in lifting up the heart to 


God; or in other words, in laying before 


him all our wants and deſires; from whence 


it follows, that an humble and: deep ſenſe of 


our own ſinfulneſs and weaktefs, 15 abfolately 
neceſſary to a due diſcharge of this duty.— 


The poor and needy will only ſtoop to aſk 


relief; aud, if fo, a ſenfibility of - our real 
want, is a neceflary preparative to our invo- 
cation of the Almighty for help. They that 


are whole need not a phyfician, but they that 
are ſick. We ſhall never ſeek after Chriſt in 
earneſt, till we are fully convinced gf our guilt 


and danger; and that we muſt periſh without 
him. But when once the ſpirit of has 


deeply convinced you of fin, the moſt un- 
learned and the moſt moral, will cry earneſt- 


ly and mightily unto the Lord for help. 
Then the principal impediments to the exer- 
eiſe of fervent prayer will be removed, and 
you will never be ſatisfied, till you obtain an in- 


tereſt in Jeſus Chriſt; and then, and not till 
then, you will find reſt unto your fouls. 


We have before hinted, that prayer to the 


real chriſtian is not only an indiſpenſable duty, 
| but 
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y ſens à moſt happy and delightful pri- 
The true believer, while humbled 
— s ſenſe of his unworthineſs, and in- 
numerable imperfections, can yet approach 
unto God as his God, and reconciled Father 
in Chriſt, with a firm hope of acceptance and 
ſucceſs. Confiding in the all- ſufficient righ- 
teouſneſs and blood of his Redeemer, he goes 
unto the throne of grace, and in his name he 
boldly aſks, and confidently expects a full 
ſupply for all his wants; he conſiders himſelf 


as acceptable in the Son of God; as complete 


in him; and that God, who ſpared not his 
own Son, but freely gave him up for us all, 


will, for his ſake, freely beſtow upon his 


people, all things that be needtul both for life 
and godlineſs. Convinced of this, he ſpreads 
all his withes, and all his wants before his 


heavenly Father. He aſks for temporal bleſ- 


ſings with an entire reſignation to the will of 
God: but with reſpect to ſpiritual privileges, 
he is earneſt, and importunate. Thus does 
the kingdom of heaven ſuffer violence, and 


the violent, that is, zealous chriſtians, who 


are wy" earneſt, do (as it were) take it by 
he force and vehemence of their prayers,— 
They d: y aſk, that as they grow in years 
they may 3 in grace too, and in the 
knowledge 
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knowledge of our Lord and Saviour: Jeſus 
Chriſt. — They pray fervently for an increafe 
of faith in Chriſt, for more dependence upon 
his name, for a full and free pardon of all 
their ſins through his blood; fat mortification 
of their corrupt affections through the mighty 


power of his Spirit; that the ſame mind may 


be in them which was alſc in Chriſt Jeſus, 
and that they may be more and more con- 


formed to his ſpotleſs image and example | 


Thus they hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſs ; and bleſſed are they that do truly 
hunger and thirſt after it; for they have the 


 exprefs \promife of their Redeemer on their 


fide, that they ſhall be filled: They ſhall be 
filled with all joy and peace in believing in 


this world, and in the next, with thoſe pure 


and exalted pleaſures, which Are at God's 
right hand for evermore. 

If you wiſh to partake of this aa date, 
you muſt pray daily, and continue iuſtant in 
prayer. Beſides, prayer is abſolutely neceſſary 
to the ſupport of ſpiritual life; ſo neceſſary, 
that you may as well ſupport: natural life 
without daily bread, as ſpiritual life without 
prayer. 
prayer is to our ſoul, what meat and drink 
are to our bodies; that is, their repaſt, their 


ſupport, 


Archbiſhop Sharp obſerves, that 
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fu pport Heir nouriſhment. Prayer is 1 the great 
univerfalinſtrument* by which we bring down 
blefſings from above; it is a grand means of 
our defence and preservation againſt ſin; and 
againſt tempration. ' It is the guardian of our 
graces; "and a ptincipal means of advancing 
chem. Prayer is the wings of our ſouls; 
whereby we raiſe Gurſelves above this lower 
world to God above; and with whom while 
we thetein converſe; we become more and 
more transformed i into his nature. Whatever 
applications of hetvent there be here upon 
earth; whatever foretaſtes we chriſtians have 
in theſe bodies. of the happineſs of eternity, 
they are all brought about by the means of 
prayer, See Arch-biſhop Sharp's ſermons, 
vol. v. p. 30. Now, prayer may be divided 
into three 12 occaſional, ſtated, and ejacu- 
latory. By occaſional prayer I mean an ear- 
neſt Tate to God for relief when under the 
preſſure of any ſickneſs br affliction, or for 
direction in doubtful or intricate concerns. 
By ſtated prayer, 1 underſtand à due and 
regular application (at leaſt each morning and 
purer! to che Giver of all I. for 2 
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grace, 8 to our various circuraſtances, 
and in the midſt of our ſecular buſineſs — 


Indeed, if we are duly ſenſible of our Gia 


wants, and have a true love for Chriſt, it 99 
be the delight and daily employment of o 


O1 0 


ſouls to pray without ceaſing ; that is, ,t0 be 


continually in a praying frame and diſpoſition 
of mind, and on every. occaſion, We ſhall let 
our requeſts be made known unto God i in the 


name of, Jeſus Chriſt, Where your treaſure 
is, there will your heart be alſo: If therefore, 


vou haye a true love for God, and Jeſus Chriſt 


whom he has ſent, it will be the very joy of 
your heart to couverſe with your God and 
Saviour in earneſt and fervent prayer, Far 
from eſteeming it an irkſome duty, you. will 


take pleaſure in offering up your, petitions, to 


the Almighty, who is ſtyled | in ſeripture a 
God hearing prayer: He is always more ready 


to hear than we to pray; and is wont to give 


more than either we defire or deſerve. 
Prayer in a methodical form of devotion, 


conſiſts of ſive parts. I. Inyocation—This 


implies the belief of the Deity, and. an ac- 
knowledgment of his infinite 1 and 

divine perfections. 
II. Confeſſion of our ſin, 3 nal and 
aftual—In this we. acknowledge our v vileneſs 
and 


OO = ©& Hh me 6&5 0 Aa wait. 


(2 I 

unworthinefs in the fight of God, and own 
that we deſerve. puniſhment, both temporal 
and eternal, which is due to tranſgreſſors. 

III. Petition or ſupplication for pardon, and 
for a ſupply of all temporal and ſpiritual be- 
nefits This ariſes: from our faith in the infi- 
nite mercies of God, and the comfortable 
aſſurances which he has given us of pardon 
and acceptance through Jeſus. Chriſt, when=- 
ever we repent, and believe the goſpel. 

1 Thankſgiving for the ſpiritual and tem- 
poral mercies which we daily. and, hourly re- 
ceive We are enjoined expreſſly to offer unto. 
God thankſgiving, and if we do ſo, from the 
heart, we ſhall certainly experience that it 
is, indeed, a Joyful And Pleafant thing tobe 
thankful. 

V. Interceſſin, or the aſking a full ſupply; 
of ſpiritual or temporal bleſſings for our breth- 
ren This is our undòubted duty, and a noble, 
exerciſe of chriſtian charity. This is a branch 
of charity which the pooreſt may exerciſe, 
and by which they may become inſtrumental 
in procuring ineſtimable bleſſings, not only 
for their relations, friends, and bang: 
but likewiſe for their enemies too. Inde 
this is a means of promoting the happineſs of 
others, and of filling our own hearts with j Joy 

an 
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and gladneſs when we ſhall behold the fucects 


of our prayers in their behalf. 


Theſe ate the different parts of tated 
prayer, beſides which it is needful and proper 
to preſent a ſhort addreſs to the Almighty, 


before we fit down to meat, We find that 


our Redeemer looked upto heaven, and bleſſed 
the loaves and fiſhes before he gave them to 


"2. the diſciples to ſet before the multitude Mar. 
vi. 41. And St. Paul, though a 


in the preſence of heathens, would not omit 
this neceflary duty: He took bread, and gave 
thanks to God in the preſence of them all, and 
when he had broken it he began to eat Alls 
XXVII. 36. God has graciouſly given us the 


good dg of life to be uſed with ——— 


and received with thankſgiving; be careful, 


therefore, to obſerve the Apoſtle's rule. 
Whether you eat or drink, or whatſoever you 


do, do all to the glory of God. Then will your 
perſons and performances be accepted in jeſus 
Chriſt, the beloved Son of God, and all things, 
whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in his name in prayer, 


eB ye ſhall receiye— Ma. xi. 22. 


| SECTION 


priſoner, and 
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* SECTION v. 
| "Of Pamn7-Wonemy, 


AMILY-PRAYER ; is a FN" of FRE 
importance, and all parents, maſters, 
Fort miſtrefles are indiſpenſably obliged to take 
care that it be regularly and duly performed. 
They who live in a wilful and habitual ne- 
glect of it, ſhew plainly that they have no 
real ſenſe of religion upon their minds, and 
muſt expecł to be ſtrictly accountable for ſuch 
a criminal and ſhamefal omiſſion. The late 
celebrated Arch-biſhop Tillotſon has in his 
ſermon concerning family- religion, this re- 
markable paſſage. After ſpeaking of the ne- 
ceſſity of ſetting up the conſtant worſhip of 
God in our . by daily 3 10 to God 
erery morning and evening, and by reading 
ſome portion of the holy ſcriptures at thoſe 
times, eſpecially out of the pſalms of David, 
and the new teſtament, he then adds, This 
* 18 io neceſſary to Loep alive and to maintain 
« a ſenſe of God and religion 1 in the minds of 
60 men, that where it is neglected, I do not 
« ſee how any family can in reaſon be eſteem- 
* ed a family of chriſtians, or indeed to have 
| « any 
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4 any religion at all.” I moſt ſincerely with 
that all who live in an habitual neglect of fa. 

mily-duties, would ſeriouſly conſider the pro- 

priety and force of the above obſervation; 

if they did they would certainly be brought, 


by the grace of God, to alter their eonduct, 


and aflemble their families each morning and 
evening, for the worſhip of their great and 
good Creator. God, in the courſe of his wiſe 
providence, has committꝭd the care and charge 
of the ſouls of your children and ſervants to 
you, who are their parents, maſters, and miſ- 
treſſes; it is your undoubted duty, therefore, 
to ſet them a good example; to pray for them 
and with them; to inſtruct, or, if unable to 
do ſo, to procure inſtruction for them in the 
principles of the chriſtian religion, and to read, 
or cauſe to be read to them the holy ſcriptures. 
To this you are indiſpenſably obliged, by the 
expreſs command 'of Almighty God. Hear 
what a ſolemn injunction He gives you to 
this purpoſe: Theſe words that I command 
thee this day ſhall be in thine heart, and thou 
ſhalt teach them diligently to thy children, 
and ſhalt talk of them when thou ſitteſt in 
thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the 
way, and when thou lieſt down, and when 
chou riſeſt up— Deut. vi. 6, 7, You hence 
gt: plainly 
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plainly ſee what the Almighty requires of 
vou with reſpect to the religious inſtructions 


of your families; may you all earneſtly pray 


for grace, and diligently pray for this injunc- | 


tion. Then will you be happy in yourſelves, 
and a bleſſing to all your dependents : but if 
they live in ignorance and vice, and die in fin 
through your negle&, great will be your guilt, 
and dreadful your puniſhment. Indeed, if 
you had no love for God, for yourſelves, or 
for your families, yet you ought certainly to 
maintain family- religion in your houſes, if 


you have any regard for the comforts and 


bleſſings of this life. You are told expreſſly 
that the curſe of the Lord is in the houſe of 
the wicked; and the Prophet invokes the Al- 
mighty to pour out his indignation upon the 
families that have not called upon his name. 
And if ſuch heavy wrath and dreadful indig- 


nation are threatened to all the neglecters and 


deſpiſers of family-worſhip, how highly does 
it behove them to repent of their ſhameful 
negligence, and immediately to ſet up the 
worſhip of God in their houſes. Indeed, 
—_ we do ſo we have no reaſon to 
expect either dutiful children, or honeſt ſer- 
vants: We have no room to hope for the 
divine bleſſing in this world, or happineſs in 


the 
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the nent. If we Hve in an habitual neglect of 
this duty, how can we expect the bleſfing of 
God ? How ban we expect that our affairs 
ſhould proſper when we do not even pray for 
n bleſſing 3 our endeasours? It cannot 


reaihabls be Them that Honor God, He 
Will honor; ac: they that deſpiſe Him mal 
be lightly eftecited;”" But, if we duly 1 

God, in, and with'6ut families, we have the 
greateſt reaſon to expect a fapply of all fami- 


Yy-bleffings. Chriſt has promiſed that if two 


of you ſhall agree to aſk any thing of God, in 
his name, it thall be granted; and has further 
aflured you, that where even two or three 
meet together 1 in his name, that he will be in 
the midſt of them. What great encourage- 


ment is here afforded ns, to call our families 


er for the purpoſes of religious worſhip, 


and to hope for a ſupply of every thing that 


18 truly good for vs! © The judicious Mr. 
Burkit has well obſerved, that every parent 
and maſter of a family, may be cortidered as 
a Prophet, Prieſt, and King to his houthold. 


As a'Prophet, he ouglit to teach them by his 


inſtruction and example; as a Prieſt, he is to 
offer up the daily ſacrifice of Prayer : and praiſe 


for them's and as a King, he is to enjoin and 
1 en His children, * his houffiold after 


him, 


rr 
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kink, 70 1 the way y of the Lord. Thus 
did faithful enen, for which pious prac- 
tices God himſelf expreſtès the greateſt confi- 
dence in him. 1 Lab him, ſays the Al 
mighty, that he will command his children, 
— his houſhold after him, that they ſhall 
keep the way of the Lord to do juſtice and 
judgment. Devout Joſhua was fully reſolved 
that he, did his houſe; would ſerve the Lord. 
And Cornelius too, the pious centurion, 
ſtands upon record for his family- religion. 
It is faid of him that he feared the Lord, ind 
all his houſe ; that is, he reverenced and wor- 
ſhipped the Supreme Being, and taught and 
excited his dependents to do the fame; May 
you all be ſo wiſe as diligently to follow the 
pious examples of theſe faithful ſervants of the 
living God 1 and if you do fo, under the guid- 
ance of God's grace, and in a true ſpirit of 
humility ad faith of ſincerity and godly love, 
great will be' your ſpiritual (and probably too 
your temporal) comfort here, and unſpeakable 
will be your bliſs hereafter. Indeed, the great 
advantages that will attend this chriſtian prac- 
tice, are altogether ſufficient to engage us 
duly to obſerve it. If you believe that God 
is infinite in power; that it is he who killeth 
and 1 alive ; that bripgeth down to the 

H graves 
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grave and raiſeth-up again, and that againſt him 
there is no wiſdom, nor counſel, nor under- 
ſtanding—1. Sam. ii. 6,—Prov. xxi. 1. You 


muſt be clearly convinced that he cannot 
want ability to anſwer your petitions. If there 


remains any ſcruple, therefore, it muſt relate 


to his will, but even of this you -have not the 
leaſt doubt, becauſe his truth is engaged to 
you for his readineſs to do you good. If you 
aſk as you ought, in faith and humility, with 
_ earneſtneſs. and perſeverance, you ſhall cer- 
tainly receive. All things whatſoever he ſhall 
alk in prayer, believin 8. he ſhall receive — 
Mart. xxi. 22. 
Agreeable to the gracious promiſes which 
wie meet with in ſcripture, reſpecting the 
' ſucceſs of prayer, we find many inſtances of 
the great regard God has been pleaſed to ſhew 
to his faithful ſervants. Thus the prayer of 
Joſhua ſtopped the ſun in its courſe; and when 
Elias prayed earneſtly that it might not rain, 
it rained not upon the earth for the ſpace of 
three years and ſix months: but upon his 
alking the contrary, the heavens gave rain, 
and the earth brought forth her fruit Jam. 
v. 17, 18. You hence learn that prayer has 
a kind of omnipotency in it. Indeed, the 
duty of Wer is of uaſpeakable advantage ta 
the 
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the ſons of men; it opens the treaſury of 


heavenly favors, and makes. way for them to 
deſcend on all faithful chriſtians. It is the 
moſt beneficial, honorable, and happy of all 
employments. It is ſo beneficial, that when 
duly performed, it obtains from the bounte- 


ous Giver of all good, a comfortable ſupply of 


the good things of this life, together with a 
full ſupply: of all needful ſpiritual bleſſings: 
It is ſo honorable, that we are hereby admitted 

into the more immediate preſence of the King 


of Kings, and have fellowſhip. and commu- 


nion with the Father of ſpirits: And when 


once you have experienced this. divine inter- 
courſe between God and your own ſouls, you 
will then no longer think that prayer is an 


irkſome and tedious duty, but will; be ready 


to own that it is a moſt bleſſed and happy 
privilege > You will experience ſuch ſolid joy, 
and heart-felt ſatisfaction, as carnal profeſſors 
know nothing of; and even the regenerate can 
much better feel than expreſs. In thort, you 
will experience, and be filled with the peace of 
God which paſſeth all underſtanding, a peace 
which this vam world can neither give nor 

take away. 
The chief Abe af prayer, is, that we 
* procure the grace of God to ſubdue our 
H 2 | corrupt 


TR + 
corrupt aſoctions, and to enable us to live in 
this evil world, as candidates for a better. — 
If it produce not theſe effects, it is only a lip- 
labour —a ſpecious ſelf-deceit. This obſer- 
ation is added by way of caution, that you 
may not fatally miſtake (as too many do) 1 the 
form of religion for the power thereof. Ex- 
amine carefully, therefore, into the ſtate of 
your own ſouls prove your own ſelves. 
See whether your attendance on the means of 
grace, produces a change from nature to grace, 
and a renewal in the ſpirit of your minds.— 
Are you deeply convinced both of your origi- 
nal and actual guilt? Have you fled to the 
eroſs for refuge? Are you born again? Are 
vou become new creatures? Is your faith 
genuine and lively ? Does it work by love, 
and enable-you to bring forth the good fruits 
of the ſpirit > Does it overcome the world, 
and produce in you a life of ſobriety, righte- 
oufneſs and godlineſs ? If ſuch be your cha- 
racter, your attendance, on ordinances has had 
the defired effect; you are turned from dark» 
_ neſs unto light, and from the power of ſatan 
unto God. Vou have an intereſt in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore you ſhall not come 
into condemnation, but are paſſed from death 


unta life Happy, unſpeakably happy are the 
PII people 


ES | 
peop ple who have the Lord for their God. 
Bret hren, my heart's deſire and prayer to God 
for you all, is, that you may be admitted into 
this happy ſtate. To attain this deſirable end, 
- you mult reſolve, by the grace of God, to be 

very diligent in the uſe. of all the means of. 
grace; eſpecially be perſuaded to continue 
inſtant in prayer. It is impoſſible for you to 
enjoy any comfortable ſenſe of the favor of 
God, without the exerciſe of daily and habi- 
tual praxer. The more you are found in the 
exerciſe of this great duty, whether in public, 
private, or in your families, the more grace 
will yon receive from God, and the greater 
will be your comfort and peace. It is greatly 
to be lamented that this important duty ſnould 
be ſo much neglected in general, and eſpeci- | 
ally that important branch of it concerning: 
which I have been meins. game, air 
Prayer. £43 
The world in which we hive, is very FG 
praved, and we are daily ſurrounded with 
various temptations and dangers, which we 
can neither foreſee nor prevent. Theſe con- 
ſiderations may well ſuggeſt to us the neceſſi- 
ty of imploring the grace, protection, and 
bleſſing of God before we go abroad; and will 
We afford a very ſtrong argument for our joint 
| | petitions 
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_ petitions as à family, that we may obtain 2 
_ freſh ſupply both of temporal and ſpiritual, 
of perſonal and ſocial bleſſings. Indeed, reli= 
gion ſhould be regarded in our families, as 
the chief and greateſt of all concerns; for, if 
dur ſpiritual intereſt be finally neglected, we 
muſt be miſerable for ever. Take care, there - 
fore, to begin and end each day with God. 
Remember too that your own ſalvation is very 
nearly concerned in the care and neglect of 
the ſouls of your dependents. God, in the 
courſe of his providence has committed the 
care of families unto the heads thereof ; and if 
any of them ſhould be loſt by their negligence 
or careleſſneſs, their blood will be N K 
you perſons” hands. 

The care of ſouls is a moſt weighty 1 
important care, and the neglect of them in- 
curs the moſt dreadful of all guilt. It highly 
behoves all the heads of families, therefore, 
ſeriouſly to conſider this, diligently to pray 
for grace, and be active in family-duties, leſt 
they fall into the heavieſt condemnation. It 
is by no means ſufficient that houſholders re- 
gard their own fpiritual concerns only: No; 
if Chriſt reigns in our own hearts, we ſhall 
be ſure to labour diligently, and pray fervent- 
Iy, that our families may know him too. If 
| 5 e we 
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we act otherwiſe, we are aſſuredly hypocrites, 


and not true believers. If we are true chriſti- 


ans, the love which we bear to our own ſouls, 
will be extended to a concern for theirs ; for 
it is impoſſible that fincere chriſtians ſhould be 
indifferent about the ſpiritual concerns of any 
of their dependents. If then you have any 
regard to the commands of God, any love for 
your own ſouls, or the ſouls of your domeſ- 
tics, whether children or ſervants, I entreat 
you to take proper care that the morning and 
evening ' ſacrifice: of ſolemn prayer be daily 
offered up in your families. You have many 
family-fins to be confefled, many family- 
wants to- be relieved, and many mercies and 
bleſſings which ought to be acknowledged. 
Some may be ready to ſay that they have no 
time for this devout exerciſe. What! have 
you no time for the ſervice of God? Remember 
who it is that gives you all your time! Is it 


not your great and good Creator? Certainly 


it is. And why does he give it you? Is it 
that you may eat and drink, and labour for 
the meat which periſheth? No; He gives 
you day after day, and year after year, that 
whether you eat, or drink, or whatſoever you | 
do, you may do all to his glory; and that 
you may give all diligence to make your call- 
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ing and election fure. arneſtly ſeek from 


God an heart duly prepared for this great du- 

ty; and 1 will then venture to aſſure you that 
vou will not want time for the dite harge of it, 
For, you will then be diſpoſed to abridy ge yout- 


ſelves in the ſeafotis' of eating and Keſidg, 


rather than be deptived/of an opportunity for 


family-worſhip. Do not pretend that buſineſs 
will not give you leave to do this. Retnem- 
ber; that the falvation of your own ſoul, and 


the fouls committed to your charge; is the 


greateſt and moſt important of all bufineſs; 
The bleſſing of our underſtandings is to be 


_ fought for and obtammed by prayer, and with- 
out the divine bleſſing nothing can proſper. 


We may riſe up early, and late take reſt, and 
eat the bread of carefulneſs, but we fhall aſ- 
ſuredly find; that except the Lord build the 


4 houſe, their labour is but loſt that build it; 


* except the Lord keep the city, the watch- 


„ man waketh but in vain.” Some may be 


ready to fay, that through want of education 
they are not able to pray with their families. 


| To i fuch I anſwer : Seek for ability and power 
from God; Uſe the one talent faithfully, and 


remember; to your comfort, that God will 
certainly give you an happy inereaſe— Mari. 
"__ 24. If Gs read you * u 
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belps forks dag = necellaty duty; 
if you cannot; you ought to join with. others, 
and you may aſſure yourſelves. that God has 

great regard to the joint prayers of his faith- 
FRY ſervants*——— A&s x1l.3 5, 10, 12. Aſk 
thotefore, and it ſhall be given vou: ſeek, aud 


th 1 hays 4 | plbalſti hdpe.” that ſeveral of you, my brethren, 
have lotig/finte formed and practiſed Joſhua's reſolution in . Fo 
iv 5: As, for me and my houſe, de will ſerve the Lord. 
While vanity laughs aloud, and impiety givgs vent to "its 
Horrid plaſphemies, in families arouid you, the voice of piri- 
tual rejbiclag is heard in your dwellings Hi ev. 13.1 
congratulate you, my dear brethren, | and hope your famil 
will be nurſeries for religion in future times, and educate many 
for the. heavenly flate:+ It were to be withel 'that all made 
conſcience of this matter: But alas! my friends, though I do 
not affect to be a ſpy in your families, yet I am jealous over you 
with a godly jealouſy; leſt ſome of you habitually neglect this 
very important duty. While family-religion is owned to be 
obligatory on chriſtians of all denominations; if they would act 
conſiſtently with their own principles : Yet, are there not 
many in this aſſembly, who live without family-religion in 
their houſes ? Conſcience can, and will find out the guilty, 
and therefore, I need ſay no more. This neglect diſcovers 
ſuch a ſtu pid indifferency about religion, or fo inveterate an 
averſion to it, as is truly lamentable. All that the miniſters of 
the goſpel can do, is to endeavour to convince the underſtand- 
ings firſt ; and then to perſuade; to exhort, to invite, to threaten, 
and aftet all to pity and pray for the neglecters or deſpiſers of 
family- religion, to that God who alone can open their eyes, and 
turn their hearts, God grant that all who make light of this 
weighty matter, may very ſoon clearly ſee their error, truly 
repent of it, and actually forſake it. Then there is no doubt 
but that God will, for Chriſt's ſake, pardon their former negli- 
gence, receive them graciouſly, and reward them bountifully. 


ye. 
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ye (ſhall find; knock, | and it mall be opened 
unto you: For, every ons that atketh; receiv- 
eth, and he that ſeeketh findeth, and to him 
that knecketh, it ſhall be opened— Mar}. vii. 
7, 8. Having, therefore, this gracious pro- 
miſe, let us all reſolve with devout Joſhua, 
that we and our houſes will ſerve the Lord; 
and in conſequence of this pious reſolution, 
let us all, each morning and evening, both 

parately, and in and with our families, come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, in the name 
of the ever- bleſſed Jeſus, that we may obtain 
mercy, and ſind grace to bau! in N . 
of nend—Hok. in. 16. e 
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"HE — of x parents towards their child. | 
- ren, obliges them to pay a due regard 
both to their ſpiritual and temporal intereſts, 
— The tie af natural affection is generally ſo 
Krong, that little ſeems neceſſary to be ſaid to 
convince them of the latter of theſe duties 
Moſt parents are ſufficiently attentive to the 


temporal advantage of their families: but 


alas! there are few (camparatively very few) 
who pay a Proper attention to their ſpiritual 
improvement. To awaken ſuch to a 1 5 of 
duty, the Apoſtle enjoins all parents to bring 
up their children in the nutture and admonir 
tion af the Lord; that is, to inſtruct and ad- 
moniſh them; to. educate them in the love, 
fear, and knowledge of God, and of Jeſus 
Chriſt, whom he has ſent ; or, in gther words, 
to. ground them early, and eſtabliſh them 
firmly in the principles of the chriſtian reli- 
gion, That you may be induced to practiſe 


this important precept, 1 promiſe to conſider, 


3ſt, The indiſpenſable neerſſity you all are 
under, to give your children a chriſtian edu- 


I 2 | cation. 


cation, 2dly, To remind you of the great 


advantages which Will ariſe, both to your- 
ſelves, to them, and to the public, in Ara 
quence 6f ſo doing. ff, Let᷑ us eonſider the 
indiſpenſable neceſſity you are all under, to 

e your children a chriſtian- education,— 
15 obligation arlſes from the depravity of 
their nature, from the ties of natural affecti- 
on, and from the commands of God. Mau, 


as we. are told in ſcripture, ( ob. xi. x2.) is 


born like a wild aſs” s colt; that 1 is, he 1 is na- 
turally « dull and fooliſh, 1 ignorant and untrac- 
table, with 755 ſpect to ſpiriruaf things! His 
underſtandlag ! dark; Ris will perverſe, his 
affections mi! placed; Bis Reart deceitful above 
all. things, ey deſperately wicked; he 18 k 
mature a child of wrath, and- milerably ptone 
to all evil.” Whilſt we'view! our offspring in 
this deplorable and dangerous ſituation, We 
muſt certainly be devoid of all the ties of na- 
Tura! affectloh, and even of common humani- 
ty too, if we do not endeavour: to: adminiſter 
to their fpiritual Wants: To this end we 
thould be careful to have them admitted by 
Wm ptiſm into the fellowſhip of Chriſt s religi- 

This holy ordinance was appointed by 
our dhe Sill Chriſt, as the pf gr "wy of ad- 
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miſſion into his church. In a few years their 


reaſon will begin to diwis, and then We muſt 


endeavour, by degrees, to inſtruct them in 


every point of duty to God, their neighbours, 
and ahebaſelves, The earlier we enter on this 
important buſineſs, the better; it ought to be 
begun on the firſt appearance of reaſon and 
underſtanding. Whom, ſays the Prophet, 


hall He teach knowledge > Whom ſhall he 


make to underſtand doctrine? Them that 
are weaned from the milk, and drawn from 


the breaſts: 5 For, precept muſt be upon pre- 


eept, precept upon precept, line upon line, 


line upon line, here a little, and there à little 


l, xvi. 9, 10. Indeed, the laws of Gd 
do ſtrictly enjoin all parents diligently to diſ- 
charge this great duty. The Almighty, 
ſpeaking of the laws which he had given to 
the Iſtaelites, ſuys, Thou ſhalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and ſhalt talk of 
them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and 
when thou walkeſt by the way; when thou 
lieſt down, and wherr thou riſeſt up. Train 
up a child, ſays Solomon, in the way he 
mould go, and when bei 19 old he _ not rand 

part e 
When children are doly inſtructed! in de 
principles of true religion, in their tender 
years, 
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wears, they ſeldem, if ever afterwards, ent re- 
/ loſe the benefit of it; and this is ſurely à 
Reong reaſon why parepts ſhould be attentive 
to this great concern, Man is bern with a 
moſt unhappy propenſity. to evil, and there» 
fore it is indiſpenſably neceſſary to endeavgur 
0 inculcate betimes à ſerious ſenſe of religion, 
with a view to counterac and reſtrain the cor - 
ruption of our nature, The grace of God 
alone gan effectually do this, and therefore 
we ſhould be very earneſt in prayer ta God, 
for a plentiful ſupply of his holy ſpirit, both 
for ourſelves and for our children, and ſhould 
ſeriouſly temind them to do the ſame, — 
Whilſt they are deſtitute of grace, they can 
 Atither be, nor continue chriſtians; they can 
gever be bappy either in this world, or the 
next. This is a point of the utmoſt conſe» 
4 2 and urine highly nacefary to be 
* landing, how n ow a ennfderation 
of the depravity of human nature, and the 
expreſs commands of God, that it is incum · 
bent on all parents te give their children a 
chriſtian education. I proceed adly, To re- 
mind you of the great advantages which will 
ariſe dotli to yourſelves, to them, and to the 
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the future felicity or ſorrow of parents, de- 
pends on no one circumſtance more than on 
the good or bad education of their children. 


This conſideration will induce them, if they 


regard their own happineſs, to bring them up 


in the nurture anck admonition of the Lord. 


A dutiful child is one of the greateſt bleſ- 
fings which a parent can experience: He is a 
prop to-his drooping age, and a ſure comforter 
under every diſtreſs. his filial tenderneſs will 
ſoothe every pain, and amply repay our for- 
mer care. On the contrary, it is a matter of 
great concern to tender parents to ſee the miſ- 
conduct of their children, but it is greatly in- 
creaſed. when they are ſenſible that it is in 
any meaſure owing to their on neghgence, 
and inattention. Such a reflection muſt ſtrike 
deep in the mind of every thinking parent, 
and will add greatly to the weight of his other 
afflictions. So that it is the intereſt of parents 
to give their children. religious education, and 
is is certainly a great bleſſing to the children 
themſelves. The advantages of an early piety 
are many and great. If we remember our 


creator in the days of Our youth, We ſhall lay | 
the ſureſt foundation for true comfort, both 
here and hereafter. - Hereby the glory of God 


ENTIRE aur own: burt 
neſs 


wk: 
Heſs Beſt Sense. The glory of God is # point 
In which all our a&tions ought to centre. 
To this end were we born; for this cauſe were 
we redeemed by the ptecious blood of the Son 
of God, that we may live to the Divine glory. 


The glory of God is moſt advaticed by pay. 


ing obedience to his laws, and therefore they 
who begin ſooneſt tö walk in the way of 
God's commandments, do certainly” act moſt 
to his glory. They have an opportunity of 
making a far greater progreſs in religious du- 


ties, and eonſequently of bringing more glory 


to God, and more honour to their chriſtian 
profeſſion. Indeed, as early piety redounds 
moſt to the honour of God, ſo will it bring 
likewiſe, moſt *honour-to. ourſelves: "Thoſe 
that honour God; God will- honour! It is 
remarked, therefore, in ſeripture, to the praiſe 
of Obadiah, that he ſerved the Lord from' his 
youth, - Samuel is faid, when young, to have 
ſtood before God in a linen ephod; Timothy, 
from a child, to have known the holy ſerip- 
tures. Theſe things are recorded much to 
the honor of theſe young ſaints; and it ſhould 
encoũrage others early to ſeek the Lord. In 
proportion to our preſent growth 1 in grace, 
will be out future reward: We may reaſon- 
ably: conclude, * that they: who re- 

member 
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member their Creator in the days of their 
youth, and do, through the grace of God, 
erſevere in a chriſtian courſe, will affuredly 
e diſtinguiſhed by conſiderable degrees of 
glory; nor is the happineſs of an early ac- 
quaintance with God confined to the other 
world, but has a promiſe likewiſe of much 
inward | comfort and ſatis faction at preſent.— 
Every true chriſtian experiences this; he is 
filled with all Joy and peace in believing ; z 
pay, he rejoices with joy unſpeakable and 
full of glory. It may be truly ſaid, there- 
fore, that the ways of wiſdom are ways of 
pleaſautneſs, and that all her paths are peace. 
Indeed, the Apoſtle expreſſly aſſures us, that 
godlineſs is profitable for all things; it bas the 
promiſe of the life that now is, as well as 
that which is to come. There 1 is no ſolid 
happineſs to be obtained in this life, but 
what ariſes from the knowledge of God, and 
of Jeſus. Chriſt whom he has ſent. If we 
have this moſt defirable of all knowledge, let 


what will happen we cannot be miſerable.— 


For, the Lord God will keep him in perfect 
peace whoſe mind is ſtayed on him. He has 
an intereſt i in the Almighty God, the Ever- 
laſting Father, and the Prince of Peace, and 
therefore whether my high or low, rich or 


Poor, 
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poor, ſtill he magnifies the Lord bis God! and 
his ſpirit rejoices in God his Saviour. We 
hence learn, .that the true happineſs both of 
parents and children, is greatly promoted by 
a religious education; and I beg leave to ob- 
ferve further, that the intereſt of the public 
is greatly concerned in it; hereby men are 
diſpoſed, through the grace of God, to be 
Bonet and faithful, ative and diligent, in 
their reſpective ſtations. A true chriſtian is 
an impartial judge, an upright magiſtrate, a 
faithful paſtor, an affectionate huſband, a ten- 
der father, a fincere friend, a kind neighbor, 
and peaceable member of ſociety. * So far as 
he conſcientioufly diſcharges the relative and 
ſocial duties, fo far he is a real chriſtian, and 
no further. What an exalted, what an holy 
character is a true chriſtian ? And how much 
is the intereſt of ſociety concerned in the pro- 
motion of vital chriſtianity? Fhis, and this 
alone can promote in ward comfort, and make 
men uſeful members of the community to 
which they belong. As a chriſtian education 
is neceſſary for your children, becauſe the 
numerous advantages accruing from it to pa- 
rents, to children themſelves, and to the pub- 
lic; I ſhall now further obſerve, that it is 
equally needful for I "ſervants ;—Fhey, 
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though depraved by nature, are poſſeſſed of 


precious and immortal ſouls; were redeemed 
by the precious blood of the Son of God; and 
are placed by providence under the diteckion 
and controuł of their maſters, whoſe duty it 
is to bring them up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord. If they are incapable of 
inſtructing them properly themſelves, (which 
is too often the caſe) they ſhould, however, 
take care to bring them regularly to attend 
public-worſhip, and aſſiſt them in recellect- 
ing and applying the doctrines delivered at 
fuch ſeaſons, to their edification. For, if we 
ſuffer them to remain ignorant of chriſtian 
principles, and regardlefs of chriſtian duties, 
our guilt and miſery will be great in propor- 
tion to our negligence. To avoid theſe dread- 
ful confequences, let it be your great care to 
inſtruct the ſeveral members of your family 
in the principles of true religion. To facili- 
tate this great buſineſs, our church has pro- 
vided a ſhort catechiſm or inſtruction to be 
learned of every perſon before he be brought 
to be confirmed by the Biſhop. In this cate- 
chiſm all things are contained that a chriſtian 
ought to know and, believe, to his ſoul's 
health; and the church has enjoined all pa- 


rey maſters and teachers in Public. 185 
K 2 „ 2aien r 1D; 


68 


to 3 children, ſervants, apprentices, and 
pupils: to the church, at the time ap inted, 
in order that they might there be inſtructed 
in the eee 4 by the officiating 
miniſter. How ſeaſonable and neceſſary this 
injunction is, our woeful experience may 
ſufficiently convince us, when we reflect on 
the groſs ignorance and irreligion of perſons 
in thoſe places eſpecially, where catechiſm is 
neglected! They have very little knowledge of 
their duty, and leſs inclination to its practice; 
the mind is toſſed to and fro with every wind 
of doctrine; is in continual danger of receiv- 
ing the moſt deſtructive opinions, and of fall- 
ing into the moſt flagrant crimes. To remove 
this deplorable ignorance, and to prevent the 
diſmal conſequences of it among the flock 
committed to my care, I prepared, and have 
for ſeveral years paſt, delivered annually a 
courſe of practical lectures on the church · ca- 
| techiſm. In theſe lectures are introduced the 
anſwers contained in Mr. Lewis“ s excellent 
ane e with various bases 
from 


Al. Lenze Was e Ilge i I 26 his 
- Exp6fition of the Church-catechiſm, is the 'moſt plain, con- 
eiſe, and intelligible of any that 1 knit clearly points 
out the ſcriptureproofs of the confirmation and efthbiiſhment 
© of every point of chriſtian doctrine, for which reaſons I have 


given 
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from the \iitings of our mot eminent die 
555 1 
During the courſs of the firſt year, I had 
the ſatisfaction to ſee that theſe lectures were 
attended by many children, and likewiſe by 
a conſillerable number of many adult parifhi- 


oners: But alas! when the novelty of this 


undertaking was over, the generality began to 
fail in their attendance. I cannot reflect on 
this. your remiſſneſs without great concern. 
If you had a real and.true ſenſe of religion at 
heart, you would lay aſide all excuſes, and 
you would. gladly and joyfully embrace every 
opportunity of. hearing the word of God.— 
You could not, nay, you would not be di- 


verted from this important buſineſs, by any 
of the faſhionable and trifling amuſements. of 


-Remember that the 
truths contained 1 in theſe lectures are of the 


given it the preference. This Tmall book is ; divided Wadern 
Sections, one of which may be eaſily learned in the compaſs of 
ten days or a fortnight, even by children of flow: capacities, 
without neglecting the other branches of | their education. 
Aſter the delivery. of each lecture, the childten are to be inter- 
rogated in the words of Lewis, concerning the doctrines which 
have been explained, to which queſtions their knowledge of his 
"expoſition will faraifh them with proper | anſwers. May all 
who are concerned in the education of youth, pay due attention 
* this excellent little book ! By ſo doing, they will lay a good 
ation for the chriſtian imptovement, together with the 
"Preſent and future happineſs of their families and pupils. 


greateſt 
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greateſt conſequence both to your own ſou's, 
and the ſouls of all your dependents ; ; they 
are not the fictions of human invention, but 
they are the ſacred doctrines, and awful decla- 
rations of God himſelf; and on your obſerv- 
ance or neglect of them your eternal happineſs 
or miſery depends. Whilſt, therefore, the 
miniſters af the goſpel deliver no other than 
the doctrines of the goſpel, they have an un- 
doubted right not only to expect but to de- 
mand like wiſe both your attendance and at- 
tention. Conſider theſe awful words which 
our ever- bleſſed Redeemer ſpoke to his A poſ- 
tles, and firſt preachers of the goſpel, and in 
them to all their ſucceſſors in the miniſtry : 
He that heareth you, heareth me; and he 


that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me 


—Luke x. 16. It is evident then from hence, 


that every wilful neglect of the ordinances of 


religion; every contempt of ſacred perſons, 
facred offices, or ſacred truths, is highly dif- 
pleaſing both to God and Chriſt, and injurious 
to the ſouls of men; and perhaps no age was 


ever more guilty in all thefe reſpects than the 
preſent. We are exprefily told, however, 


that thoſe who honour God, he will honour; 
and that they who deſpiſe him ſhall be lightly 
eſteemed. Aud if Foe. are e Aae. 
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that is, if you are rejected of God, you muſt 
be miſerable both in this world and the next. 
I exhort, therefore, and do moſt earneſtly 
beſeech all you who are fathers or mothers, 
maſters or miſtreſſes, either of families or 
fchools, to take efpeciat care to inſtil into 
the minds of your children, fchotars and ſer- 
vants, the knowledge, fear and love of God, 
and of Jeſus Chriſt whom he has fent. This 
is a matter of indiſpenſable duty, and you are 
expreſſly required to diſcharge it faithfully 
and diligently to the preſent improvement 
and future comfort both of yourſelves and 
families. And if to the benefit of your good 
inſtructions you add, (as you are bounden) 
your fervent prayers to God for a bleſſing, to- 
gether with the adyantage of a good example, 
you have then the greateſt reaſon to expect to 
proſper in theſe pious endeavours. This, 
however, is certain, that ſuch a conduct will 
be ſuitable to your chriſtian profeſſion ; it will 

afford great ſatisfaction to your own minds, 
and will likewiſe be a great help to me as 
your miniſter in promoting the edification of 

| your children. But unlefs you do uſe your 
authority, and afford me that neceſſary aſſiſt· 
ance which God expreffly requires, and I may 

juſtly demand from you, I cannot hope oo 
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of wy paſtoral, la which,; through the 
Divine. leſling, 1 Po: hardly Gilg 9 when 
conſcienrioully alliſted by Al ip Jo ot ay le 
that it is my bounden duty truck, 
children by a — = e ee 
of this great 0 of: eatechizings and 5 
very deferows, is watnefs'! to fulfil it. 
To this end I —— — notwithſtanding for- 
mer diſcouragements, to perſevere i in an actual 
repetition of theſe practical lectures: For, a8 
the princ iples of our holy. religion, are ae 
the ſame, a plain and conciſe meth hod of ex- 
laining theſe prineiples, and enforeing the 
fue arfing from them can never be unſea⸗ 
able. Nor ſhoul d thoſe who have e once, or 
twice, or perhaps o ftener attended them, and 
Have learned Lewis's s expoſition. of the cnreh⸗ 
catechiſm, think it needleſs to attend them 
any longer: : For, as the wiſeſt and beſt of 
men want frequently 1 to be xervinded « of their 
duty, and. as their eternal Gatisf Fa jon depends 
on the i important truths which are contained 
and explained 3 in theſe lectures, they ou cht to 
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give all diligence, that they may ex a ſtill 


greater Proficiency i in chriſtian knowledge, ſo 
that As they grow in Fears they may grow in 
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ae i e ways 'of i, 0 To 

avoid t I'this great 4 188 all miniſters, parent, 
maſters, miſtreſſes, and ſponſors, ſhould en 
dezvour te to explain unto children, as they ber 
come capable of underſtanding them, the great 


importance of goſpel privileges, and the right 


they, may have in them. This will be a likely 
way, through the Divine Bleffing, to exci 
1 exerciſe, of a lively, faith, and A 
ſincere repentance, ., Indeed, it is a ; juſtice we 
owe to God; to Jeſus, Chriſt whom. he has 
ent z, to. our little, anes, and ta gur own. fouls, 
that e ſhould be inſtant in ſeaſon, ; and out of 
ſeaſo 0 to inſtruct them in, and to recom- 
mend to them the genuine principles of true 
religion. Senſible of this, I: hereby declare, 
that it is my ſincere deſire and intention, a 
ligently ; and faithfully. to diſcharge, this great 
duty of catechizing ; ; and in purſuance of this . 
reſolution I now, publicly call upon all you 
WhO are parents, maſters or miſtreſſes of fa» 
milies, 
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early a uajntance with their God and Savi- 
our. ort tien to femember theit great 
and Ir Creator in the days of their 9 


frequently remind them of tlieir baptiſmal 
vow, and of the  indiſpenſabls obl ation w 
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eyes ſince retained in the church of haſh, ft. 


1b iö ſo called becauſe baptized pert 8 5 
are come to years of diſeretion, do then in the 
preſence of God and the congregation. canfirm 
what, their. godfathers And pen did at 
baptiſm for them bi; that is they, h 655 by by ſo⸗ 
lemply take upon | themſely ves their baptiſmal 

engagements. What theſs 7 are, 


we are very plainly - tavght in t par 
uch 


y a i fore they come to be con mes . 
lade Is confirmation 4 3s, not. to be. looked 
upon. 9101 Ceremony, | UC Fi Gage i 15) 
Vyt Lek 48 4 'folemm 1 in faden S Ve 17. 
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herable rite which-was uſed in the primitiv q church ſexeral 
octafions ; 'particularly i in con . 955 e Pere ns 


were brought 'before the" churdkl, x lack ( confirm, 
und renew their < 8 covenant with God, and to receive 
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tioned: by St, Paul, (Heb, yi., 2 28 a fundae, 


ane ce interpreters have generally 
nat always) underſtood, confirmation. 
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firmation were extraordinary gifts, ſuch 48 
ſpeaking in divers tongues, propheſying, &c. 


CT ths Mikey oe 
tarity., But, & hen (as the prophet T/aiab 

ad f. retold,, chap. xlix. 23.), kings. became 
ds g of the chriſtian church, 
Dy MOTT ee eee 
profeſſion of chriſtianity was regularly eſta- 
bliſhed, and ſettled, and, by Divine Provi- 
dence, placed under N the Protection of the 
civil power,, then God, who, does nothing in 
vain, thought proper to withdraw them. 
It is certain, however, that though the 
extrggramary gijts of the Holy, Ghoft have long 
inc eraſed, , aud. been wich- ed from che 
chriſtian church t, his ordinary Per ations 


and ;influences. are ftill- continually vouchſafed 


certainly, though not as chi as before, guide 


the beneft of public prayer, ahd Epiſcopal behediftion, in ob- 


Her 40 the; further endowments tu grace, to, perform their yows, 
adorn their profeſſion,” and be. admitted 8 bd Lord's 1 able, 
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the Uorch 6f Cliriſt by his {ecrer And i. 
Wy Emimunications. Theſe ſpiritual com- 
nications are oubtlels received by m_ 
who are duly qualified to partake of chern 
this regular and miniſterial way ; ; that is, by 
en 5 W 88 
The happy effect of this folemn inflitubion 
1 7 who are Fight! 5 Prepared for it, is ; 


175 helps and alliſtances of the Holy 2 
Which are indiſ ſpenſably neceffary to enable 
them to perform the duties of a chi riſtian life, 
to. work out their ou  ſalvatin, tic. and & 70 male 
their calling and clecrlon Jurte. 752 b 

| Hacked all chriſtians da moſt alſuredly 
ftand in need of the facred influences of God's 
Holy Spirit. Theſe are necefliry” to the great 
purpoſes of conviction of ' ſing" böth ofiginal, 
atid actual; to enlighten Our underſtandings 
in ſpiritual the; 12 enliven our affeckiofls 
in the diſcllarge of religious duties; and to 
renew and ſan@ify both our bearts aud lives. 
Vou hence learn, that the obſervance of 
chis venerable ſuftitution was not intended to 
de confined to the age of the apoſtles, for this 
plain reaſon, becauſe it is highly uſeful; and 
beneficial; and, when rightly obſerved, tends 


10 Fe the ſpiritual wants of chriſtians 6 
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all ages of the church. For this reaſon this 
folemn | rite has been practiſed by chriſtians 
from the time of the apoſtles i in all N 
ages to the preſent day. . This appears by the 

united: teſtimony” of * fathers of the chriſt 
an church, and 1 18 evident from the authority 
of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory.” The church of Eng- 
land, 1 s g of confirmation, i in her ſixtieth 


canon declares that, * It hath been a ſolemn, 
6 ancient, 2 laudable cuſtom; 7 continued : 


| 6c from. the apoſtles” time ; that all Biſhops 
« ſhould lay their hands upon children, bap- 
6 tized 11 inſtrudted 1 in the E af the 


ern 


nee EA ee to. obtain | help 


om | . 


And here 1 cannot help cfg an | Exhor- 


=, to a ſerious 4 and dexout bahatiour ay 
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iadecencies Wbie nl ſeen on this — 
Caſlon, are painful. ad 8055 5 we, to -every 


feripus per on; and plainly | ſhew that n all 
 - who are guilty bl. them have no "true ſenſe of 


A If the” 5 bing ſhould oe to 


3 8x, 


you to 15 with ley to your e 
when you are admitted by xs _ King of. kings 
into his own houſe ! to enter into a moſt 2 
lemn covenant and e engagement, on, the ob- 
ſervance or violation of which your ee 
ALL 9 5 7 thy i foot, ZH 
gok. well to 


hat bit eye Is uf on n thee.” 


dur God is 4 We God, Kam 
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eb. x. 3. To ttueè belli 445 and h 

ble penitents, God is love; but t6 all, 19 5 
nitent finiiers, ( who a 10 deftitut he intereſt 
e GratY  ' Glonn me 
He, Xs 
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Heb. xii. 29. Be not high minded, therefore, 
bur 8 


To renew your bip tiſmal vow ;' to take it 


upon yourſelves ; ab thereby enter into eo- 


venant with the Almighty, is indeed a moſt 
ſerious and awful matter. Surely then, you 
ought to enter upon this ſolemn tranfaction, 


with an holy fear of offending this great and 
glorious God, with an humble, ſerious, and 
devout frame of mind. Take heed, therefore, 
to yourſelves, and to your whole behaviour 
when you attend on this ſolemn and venerable 
rite. Pray earneſtly for a double portion of 
the Hofy Spirit, to keep you from falling: Be 


ſober, be vigilant. Your ghoſtly enemy will | 


ſurely endeavour at this ſolemn ſeaſon, to 
diſcompoſe your mirids, by the remembranee 
of your former fins, tempting you to yield to 
deſpair; or, to engage your attention with 
ſome trivial concerns, or excite you to behave 
with ſhameful and unbecoming levity. By 
ſome, or perhaps, by all theſe means the 
tempter will ſtrive to bring guilr on -your 
fouls, and prevent your receiving the unſpeak-- 
able comforts of God's grace. Be watchful, 
therefore, and look ſteadfaſtly unto Jeſus 


Chriſt for help, with a penitent heart, and a 
believing eye; and he will furely ee yo | 


111 


from on ſnares of the deſtroyer... 
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When you have been confirmed, and the 
office is concluded; I would adviſe you to re- 
tire immediately to your cloſets ; ; commune 
with your own hearts, ſearch the ſeriptures, 
and earneſtly pray to God for his grace, that 
you may always remember, and live ſuitably 
to thaſe ſolemn engagements that you have 
taken upon you. Beware of vain companions, 
and thoſe evil communications which corrupt 
good manners. Remember, that, in your- 
ſelves you are poor, weak, frail, ſinful crea- 
tures, and utterly incapable of doing any thing 
that is ſpiritually good; you are ſurrounded 
too with very ſubtle and powerful enemies, 
The world will tempt you with its deceitful 

vanities ; the fleſh, or your corrupt nature, 
with an Att defire of ſenſual gratifica- 
tions; and ſatan will endeavour by various 
ſtratagems and devices, to ruin and deſtroy 
your ſouls. Theſe conſiderations ſhould ſtir 
you up earneſtly to ſeek after the grace of 
God. This, and this alone can enable you to 
triumph againſt the world, the fleſh and the 
devil ; and keep you by the mighty power of 
God, thro' faith, unto ſalvation. My grace, 
ſays the Redeemer, is ſufficient for thee— 
2 Cor. xii. 9. A moſt comfortable aſſurance 
this; and it is as true as it is comfortable. 
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This is undeniably proved by the happy 
experience of all real chriſtians. They daily 
find that the grace of Chriſt 1 is lufßckent Fd 
them in all afflictions; it is ſufficient for their 
preſervation i in the path of duty; ; ſufficient 
for their ſupport under every difficulty ; ſuf- 
ficient to make them more holy, more humble, 
more heavenly-minded, more watcliful, and 
more conformable to the ſpotleſs example of 
Jeſus Chriſt; Seck diligently after an intereſt 
in your Redeemer, and covet earneſtly the 
grace of God: This is the greateſt — beſt 
of God's gifts to men, through Jeſus Chriſt; 
without which you cannot be happy, and with 
which you cannot be miſerable. In ſhort, let 
that excellent prayer which the Biſhop of- 
fered up to God on your behalf in public, be 
the daily wiſh, and language of your ſouls in 
private. And may the great and good God 
and Saviour of his church, 3 you all 
with his heavenly grace, that you may con- 
tinue his for ever; and daily increaſe in his 
Holy Spirit more and more, until you come 
to his everlaſting kingdom! Amen. 


prayer * before confirmation, to be uſed: by 
thoſe that are prepared for it: . N 

Moſt merciful God, by whoſe gracious pro- 

vidence 1 was born of chriſtian parents, and 
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me thoroughly ſenſible, Ibelcech thes, of thy 


publicly in thy preſence to ratify all thoſe 


Co) 
6510 dedicated to the! in holy bap tifin 5 make 


infinite goodneſs, in beſtowing upon me the 
bleſſed privileges of being made a member of 
ty church, a child of God, and e an inheritor 
the kingdom of heaven. 
ba 5 © Lord, that, by the affiftance of 
thy grace, I may carefully and zealaufly per- 
form all thoſe things Which thou wouldeft 
have me do : Grant that 1 may continually 
reſiſt the devil, and all thoſe temptations. by 
which he ſeeks to deſtroy me: That I may 
renounce all covetous defires of honor, riches, 
and pleaſure, and all thoſe evil cuſtoms and 
maxims of the world, which akenate men's 
minds from the love of God: That 1 may 
mortify the inordinate appetites of my own 
corrupt nature, of my own-carnal mind: That A 
E may believe all thy haly revelations, and 
keep thy bleſſed will and commandments all 
the days of my life. 
And now, O Lord, that I am about to re- 
new the ſolemn vow of my baptiſm, and 0 


things I then promiſed by my ſureties; I hum- 2 
dly beſeech thee to enlighten my mind with . 
the knowledge and underſtanding of that 


ſolemu engagement I then made, and am now 
about to confirm; influence my will and all 


(9 ) 
the faculties of my ſoul, heartily and ſincere- 
ly to perform it : Let not the many and griev- 
ous ſins that I have committed, deprive me of 
thoſe aſſiſtances of thy Holy Spirit, which I 
now expect to receive; but on my true re- 
pentance and faith, let the precious blood of 
my Saviour waſh away all my paſt ſins, and 
grant that I may be enabled to mortify and 
ſubdue them for the time to come. And for 
as much as without thee I am not able to 
pleaſe thee, pour thy Holy Spirit into my 
heart, that by his holy inſpiration I may think 
| thoſe things which are good, and by his mer- 
ciful guidance may pertorm the ſame, thro” 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, in whoſe bleſſed name 


and words I continue to pray, ſaying, 
Our Father, &c. 


A prayer after confirmation, which may be ſaid 
bie others are confirming ; and may be 
added to the evening prayers by the at Con 
firmed * 
Bleſſed and praiſed be thy holy name, 
O Lord, for thoſe freſh ſupplies of grace, 
which thou haſt been pleaſed to communi- 
cate to me. 

Bleſſed be thy name for thoſe e 
aſſurances thou haſt given me of thy favour 
and goodneſs 3 me. Bleſſed be thy 
name for that . thou haſt now beſtow- 

ed 


64.95 
ed upon me of n thy holy table, 
and of ſtrengthening, and retreſhing my ſoul 
by partaking there of the I and blood of 
n 

Increaſe i in me, 0 Loa. more. and more 
the gifts of thy Holy Spirit, that 1 may 
be wiſe for eternity, and make it the chief 
buſineſs of my life to pleaſe thee in all my 
actions; that I may love and fear thee above 
all things ; that I may be juſt and righte- 
ous in all my dealings, and ready to com- 
municate to the neceſſities of others; that I 
may keep a conſtant watch over myſelf, ſo 
as hot to exceed the bounds of temperance 
and ſobriety. 

Grant, O Lord, my Sberupt nature may 
be daily renewed and purified by thy Holy 
Spirit; that no danger or perſecution may 
affright me from my duty; that no pleaſure 
may make me careleſs and negligent in the 
performance ot it; and that, under afflictions 
moſt grievous, to fleſh and blood, I may be 
entirely reſigned and ſubmit to thy holy 
will and pleaſure. Let thy Holy Spirit, O 
Lord, ſo guide and govern me through the 

whole courſe of my ſhort life in this world, 
that I may not fail to obtain eternal life in 
the world to come, through Cheſt out 
_ d. , Amen. 

| DIREC: 


k 


— 


my. 


09) 
DIRECTIONS* for the better diſpoſition of 
the youth, in their reſpective cures for their 
confirmation by the Biſhop, and their - I 
quent approach to. the Lord's Table :—- 
I. That every parochial miniſter inquire 


in his pariſh who they are, who having been 
baptiſed, are not confirmed, 


II. That he apply himſelf to ſuch, and ex- 


amine them, and inſtruct them fully in the 
principles of the chriſtian religion, and eſpe- 
cially thoſe which relate to their vow in bap- 
tiſm ; aſking them particularly theſe queſ- 
tions, to which their ſureties anſwer in their 
name, viz. * Doſt thou renounce ?? © Doſt 
thou believe in God ?* Cc. Wilt thou obe- 
* diently keep God's holy will ?* &c. 

III. That he ſhew them the nature and uſe 
of infant baptiſm and confirmation, and the 


neceſſity of an early dedication of themſelves 


to the ſervice of Chriſt, as he has opportunity 
in private, or at leaſt in ſome public ſermon, 
or catechetical exerciſe. 


IV. That he permit none to come again, 


who have been confirmed already. 

V. That he bring none to be confirmed 
who are under fourteen years of age, unleſs 
they are greater proficients in chriſtian know- 


* Given by his Grace the Lord Arch-biſhop of Canterbury, 
to the parochial clergy. 


| ledge 
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| ledge and piety, than. children Lan: are 
at thoſe years. 
VI. That he ſet down the names of chose 
he finds fit, and intends to cake in a liſt, 
together with their reſpective age SY 
VII. That he defire their ow or pa 
rents, or ſome one or other of them, if it 12 
be, to come along with him and them, at the 
time of confirmation, x 

VIII. That all polllble care be taken to 
prevent crowds in the chancel, and to keep 
the whole church from rude noiles and dif- 
turbances, _.- 

IX. When he comes with the perſons ta 
be confirmed, that he endeavour to bring them 
in the order as they ſtand upon the liſt, and 
call them over z and after they have anſyyered 
to their names, that he preſent them. 

X. That he take care that none of . 
| dep art. till the whole office be finiſhed. 77 

| Nl. That he keep the liſt by him, chat he 
may remember who are to be called pb to 
prepare for the Lord's Supper. [ 

XII. That he frequently apply himſelf to 
them in private admonition, to excite and aſ- 

bft their preparation. for the e Table. 
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ra the nidifpentuble:dury of every „ chriſ⸗ 
tian diligently to read the boly bibl. This 
— from the injunction given 
by our Saviour, that we ſhould ſearch the 
{ctiptufes: '/ Indeed we are bound to da ſo in 
point of intereſt; as well as duty; for then 
are given by inſpiration of God, and ale able 
to make us wiſe unto falvation; through faith 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus. And yet, alas! 
many I fear do very ſeldom look ſeuiouſly into 
this ſaered volume, which is a ſtriking, tho” 
melaticholy proof of the deptavity of human 
nature. As a diſordered ſtomadh nauſegtes 
wholeſome food, ſo does the carnab mind the 
fincere milk of the word. The -unregenerate, 
who are blind to ſpiritual things, and dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, neither know. not ſeek to 
know the important truths whaeh: are gc- 
tained in God's holy lar. The Apoſtle al- 
ſures us that: the holy ſeriptures were written 
by holy men of old, as they were moyed by 
the Holy Ghoſt. Hence it is that a pious 
Writer aas the bible a letter wrote to u by 
N „ eee the 


(9) 
the finger of God; it is a tranſcript of the 
Divine will in Chriſt Jeſus concerning us. 
., —Should an earthly monarch condeſcend to 


write tous, and offer us great poſſeſſions, im- 
munities, and aig _ more, to take 


=. Ta. a 


friendſhip aich Min ton frequeiithy ſhould 
We review, the deed; that confirmed a: title to 
ſuch invaluable privileges How loudly 
ſhould we extol his kindneſs? What delight 
ſhould we take in ſpeakingſof his goodneſs 
and bounty to all around us? But, alas 
When the King of / kings writes; :and moſt 
expreſſly injoins us to read; when he freely 
offers us in and through Chriſt the pardon of 
our ſins: aud the juſtification of our perſons; 
ſanctification through the influence of his 
Spirit, and a crown of life, how ſhamefully 
remifs art we, how inſenſible of ſuch invari- 
able bleſſings, and bow unthankful for them? 
To wipe off this reproach with 'reſpe& to 
yourſelves, let it be your daily care in future, 
diligently to peruſe the ſacred writings both 
in your cloſet and in our families. That you 
may duly and profitably diſcharge this great 
duty; the following Particulars are indiſpen- 
ſably requiſite, viz. prayer, humility of mind, 
reverence, ſincerity, attention, ſelf- applica- 


tion, diligence, faith, meditation. = 
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Let us briefly conſider theſs requiſites: : 1ſt, 
The neceſſity of, prayer,—As we are, all. by 
nature ignorant of divine and ſpiritual things, 
and blind to the ſaving truths of God's word, 
ſo it highly behoves us to call upon Him, by 
earneſt and fervent prayers, for the aſſiſtance 
of his holy Spirit. By the influence of this 
ſacred Agent, the vail of ſpiritual darkneſs 


will be removed from your minds, and you 


will clearly diſcern the things that belong to 
your everlaſting peace. He will convince 
you of ſin, of righteouſneſs, and of judgment; 
nay, and he will take of the things of Chriſt, 

and will ſhew them unto you. Whenever 
you take a bible into your hands, therefore, 
lift up your heart to God, in devout and pious 
ejaculations, to this effect :—Lord, open thou 
mine eyes, that I may ſee the wondrous things 
of thy law; let thy word, be a light unto my 
feet, and a hap unto my paths; order my 
ſteps in thy word, and let no iniquity have 
dominion over me. The judicious and pious 
Mr. Burkitt has well ered that if you 


read the word of God without prayer, you 


muſt expect to read it without profit. 

2. A ſecond requiſite to a profitable read 
ing of the holy ſeriptures 18 humility of mind. 
We are all proud by nature, and apt to 

„ think 
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think of our intellectual capacities more high- 
| If than we ought to think. This pride of 

underſtanding is very offenſive to God, and 
will utterly preclude the reception of divine 
trurhs ; for this reaſon, the Apoſtle enjoins 
you not to be wiſe in your own eenceits; and 
aſſures you that the natural man, be he ever 
fo wiſe and learned, receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God; neither can he know 
them becauſe they are ſpiritually diſeerned.— 
If therefore you have any regard for the ſa - 
cred truths of the gaſpel, and wiſh-to under- 
ſtand them, it highly behoves you earneſtly 
to pray to God for true humility of mind; a 
child - like temper and diſpoſſtion of ſoul, 
which will diſpoſe you meekly and readily to 
receive the truth, as it is in Jeſus: Without 
this you may be ever learniug, but will never 
be able to come to any ſaving knowledge of 
Divine truths. Them that ate meek ſhall 


God guide in judgment, and ſuch as are 


gentle them ſhall he learn his way; but He 
reſiſteth the proud and beholdeth them afar off. 
3. A third requiſite to a profitable reading 
of the holy ſcriptures, is reverence —All 
ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God, and 
this ſurely” i is a ſtrong reaſon why we ought 
to treat it with ms utmoft reverence, It is 


God 
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God whe ſpeaks to us in and by his word, let 
all the earth keep ſilence before him, and at · 
tend to his voice with humility and godly 
fear- The bible is to all that converſe with 
it, either the ſavour of life unto life, or of 
death unto death; that is, in a regular and 
proper uſe of it, it is the inſtrument of our 
ſalvation; but if we abuſe, or wilfully per- 
vert it, it will certainly promote and aggra ; 
vate our deſtruction. An awful conſideration 
this! May we duly regard it: If we do ſo 
we ſhall never hear, or conſult the ſacred 
oracles in a careleſs or irreverent manner; but 
duly eonſidering the ſupreme dignity of the 
Almighty, whoſe will they declare, we ſhall 
hear and regard them with attention and re- 
verence. 

4. A fourth requiſite to a profitable 
reading of the holy ſcriptures, is ſincerity.— 
By ſincerity I mean a real deſire to know the 
holy feriptures, in order that we may regulate - 
both our principles and actions, according to 
the tenor of them. If we are deſtitute of this; 
all our knowledge of ſcripture will only ag- 
gravate our guilt, and encreaſe our condem- 
nation, We are expreſſly aflured, that if we 
know. our maſter's will, and do it not, we 
ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes.—This is a 
dreadful denunciation, and ought to be well 

conſidered | 
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conſidered by all who reſt in a barren! ſpecu- 


lative knowledge of the word of God. In- 
deed, where ſincerity is wanting, every thing 
is wanting: We may pretend to pray to God 


to hear, or read his word ; but if we are deſti- 


tute of ſincerity, none of? the means of grace 
can bring either glory to God, or benefit to 
our own ſouls. It is certain that the ſcrip- 
ture abounds with ſevere threatenings againſt 
thoſe who preſume to mock the great Searcher 
of hearts. There is an awful paſſage, which 
fully proves this point in Ezekiel xiv.—Son of 
man, theſe men have ſet up their idols in 

their heart, and put the ſtumbling - block of 
their iniquity before their face; ſhould I be 
enquired of at all by them? Every man of 
the houſe of Iſrael that ſetteth up his idols in 
his heart, and putteth the ſtumbling- block of 
his iniquity before his face, and cometh to 
the prophet, I the Lord will anſwer him that 
cometh according to the multitude of his idols 
Exek. xiv. 3, 4. You hence clearly fee that 
the prayers of all inſincere profeſſors are an 
abomination to the Lord, and that they muſt 


expect to inherit a curſe inſtead of a bleſſing. 


5. Afifth requiſite to a profitable peruſal of the 
holy ſcriptures, is attention. — Too many read 
the di in a careleſs and j inattentive manner: 
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They conſult it with as little reverence, and 
peruſe it with as little, perhaps with leſs re- 


gard than they would an idle novel, or a li- 


centious romance. Nothing can ſhew a pro- 


fane ſpirit more than this; nothing can - 


more diſpleaſing to the Divine Majeſty. 


the King ſhould condeſcend to write to us, we 


ſhould certainly give his epiſtle a ſerious and 


attentive” peruſal: but when the King of 


kings writes to us on matters of infinite im- 


portance to our eternal welfare, it highly be- 


hoves us feriouſly to conſider the import of his 
letter. If we neglect to do ſo, we. ſhall not 


only read the ſcriptures deſtitute. both of plea- 
ſure and profit, but ſhall likewiſe contract 


great guilt by our profaneneſs. We cannot 


ſhew a greater affront to our God and Saviour 


than to treat his divine truths with cold in- 
difference, and a ſtupid diſregard. —And if you 


do ſo what can you expect but miſery? Thoſe 


that honour God, God will honour; but they 


that deſpiſe him, ſhall be lightly eſteemed.— 


Vengeance is mine, I will repay ſaith the Lord. 
6. A ſixth requiſite to a profitable peruſal | 
of the holy ſcriptures, is ſelf-application : 


that is, we muſt be careful to apply the truths 


we meet with in God's word to our own ſouls. 
Alt is too common with many, when they 
either 


( 264 
eicher read or hear God's word; to confider 
tow far it is uppheabte to their neighhour's 
vendition, Whilſt they entirely forget their 
dun. But if we are truly wife, we ſhall 
Jook upon ourfelves as moſt nearly concerned 
in what we read, aud shall be maſt ready both 
ro prove and judge our own ſelves, rather 
than our neighbour-. When we read the 
threatehings contained in God's word, we 
ſhould tremble wnder a ſenſe of our guilt, and 
apply earneſtly umto God for pardon, through 
Jeſus Onriſt; and when we read the promiſes 
we ought diligently to pray to God to enereaſe 
our faith, that we may . them, and lay 
held on the redemption that is an Chriſt Jeſus, 
F. A ſeventh requiſite to a profitable peruſal 
of thie bible, is diligence.— This is beautifully 
deſcribed in the book of Proverbs My ſon, 
if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my 
commandments with thee; ſo that thou in- 
chne thine ear unto wiſdom, and apply thine 
heart to underſtanding: Yea, if thou crieſt 
after knowledge, and lifteſt up thy voice for 
underſtanding: If chou ſeekeſt her as filver, 
and ſearcheſt for her as for hid treaſures, then 
ſhalt thou underſtand the fear of the Lord, 
atid find the Ene er et 11, 1, 
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We never can do the will of God bleſs 
we know it; and we never can know it with- 
out we diligently enquire concerning it. 
We muſt frequently and aſſiduouſſy read the 
bible, attentively conſider the important truths 
therein recorded, and compare ſpiritual things 


with ſpiritual. We ſhould carefully obſerve 


the ſcope and deſign of the ſacred writers, the 
particular occaſions on which they wrote, 
together with the circumſtances peculiar to 


each, In ſhort, if we would profit by the ſa- 


cred oracles, we muſt have the 1 views in 


reading them, which God had in revealing 


his will to us: And theſe views are thus enu- 


merated by the Apoſtle: All ſcripture is 


given by inſptration of God, and is profitable 


for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 


inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the man of 


God may be perfect, thoroughly furniſhed to 


every good work, _ 
8. The eighth requiſite to 2 profitable 


peruſal of the ſcriptures, is faith ——In- 
deed, without faith it is impoſſible to, pleaſe 
God, or receive any benefit from his word. 
There is in all of us, by nature, an evi} heart 
of unbelief, inclining us to depart from the 
living God, and to diſbelieve and diſobey his 
word. It is highly neceſſary therefore, that we 
call upon him in earneſt and fe-vent prayer for 

O a plen- 
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a plentiful ſupply of his holy Spirit; ; ſo will 
he increaſe our faith and help our. unbelief, 
Faith in Chriſt. is indiſpenſably neceflary to 
our ſalvation. This is plain from our Lord's 
declaration: He that believeth and is baptiz- 
ed ſhall be ſaved; but he that believeth not 
ſhall be damned. It is certain that many of 
the truths of revelation are above our reaſon, 
but there is not one of them contrary to it.— 
It is our bounden duty imphcitly to believe 
every thing contained in the bible, for this 
plain reaſon, becauſe it is impoſſible that God 
ſhould either be deceived himſelf, or deceive 
us. If it ſhould be aſked whar faith in Chriſt 
is, I anſwer, It implies a firm and lively be- 
lief of the whole truth as it is in Jeſus; or in 
other words, that we are loſt ſinners in our- 
7 ſelves, and that there is a full and free ſalvati- 
on for us in him. This faith is very different 
from a ſpeculative aſſent, which is the fruit 
of education, and reſts N in the head :— 
The faith of a true chriſtian is of the operation 
of God, and it worketh by love; that is, it 
produces a true love both to God and man, 
which ſhews itſelf in earneſt endeavours to 
promote the glory of God on high, together 
with peace on earth, and good will towards 
men. Where this faith preſides m the heart, 
it 
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it unites the foul to Chriſt ; it humbles the 
ſinner ; it exalts the Saviour; it prometes - 
holineſs. Faith is the eye of the ſoul, by 
which we diſcover the exceeding ſinfulneſs of 
ſin, the perfect purity of God's law, the miſe- 
ry of our natural ſtate, the ineſtimable value 
of Chriſt our Saviour, the compleatneſs of his 
ſalvation, the neceſſity of holineſs, and the 
hope of glory. Such a faith as this will in- 
fluence the life and converſation, bring love, - 
joy, and peace into the heart of its profeſſors, 
and cauſe our ſouls to perſevere in the path of 
duty, by looking unto Jeſus, who is the Au- 
thor and Finiſher of our faith. - 

9 Thelaſtrequiſitetoa profitableperuſalof the 
holy ſcriptures, is devout meditation. Indeed, 
meditation on the word of God is as neceſſary 
to enable us to receive benefit thereby, as di- 
geſtion is to our food. —The bible may be in 
your hands every day, but it is certain unleſs 
you ſeriouſly and attentively meditate on 
what you have read, you never can derive” 
ſpiritual nouriſhment from it. 

To aſſiſt your | meditations on the holy 
ſcriptures, and, under the influence of divine 
grace, to lead you more fully into the know- 
ledge of them, I would recommend it to you 
at all times, (if you have opportunity) to- 
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canſult Biſhop Patrick, and Dr. Lowth's com- 
mentaries, as critical expoſitors, and the late 
Mr, Matt. Henry s, as a practical writer on 
the old teſtament. On the new teſtament 
you will find that Mr, Burkitt's expoſitory 
notes, and Dr. Doddridge's family expoſitor 
will be very beneficial, Theſe books are truly 
valuable, and will amply repay both your 
expence in purchaſing, and vous labour in 
conſulting them. 

You have: now ſeen the xequiſites for. 2 
profitable peruſal of Ged's holy word; may 
you pray earneſtly, and labour diligently, 0 
attain them, The grace of God in Chriſty is 
ſufficient to furniſh you not only with theſe 
requiſites, but likewiſe with every good and 
perfect gift. Aſk, therefore, and it ſhall be 
given you ; feck, and ye ſhall find; knock, 
and it ſhall be opened unto you. Give all di- 
ligence to make your calling aud election ſure. 
Let the law of God be your daily ſtudy; 
and let the word of Chriſt dwell in you richly. 
The Bereans are commended for their dili- 
gence in ſearching the ſcriptures, and 1 am 
ture that it is both your duty and intereſt to 
do ſo likewiſe, The word of God is the rule 
both of faith and manners; and by the con- 
tents of this ſacred volume, you mult be tried 
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at the laſt day. The word that I have dera 

ſays our Redeemer, the fame ſhall judge him 
—_ laſt day John xii. 4, 8. And if fo, 
bow careful, how ſolicitous aught you to be, | 
to acquaint yourſelves. with the revealed will 

of God? Unleſs. you know the Lord's will 
you never can do it; and if you are not cares 
ful to know Chriſt, and diligent in perform» 
ing his ſacred will, you are truly wretched in 
time, and muſt be miſerable for ever. If 
then you deſire to be ſaved, you muſt pray 
earneſtly for grace, and ſearch the ſcriptures 
daily, that you may know what is the will 
of God in Chriſt Jeſvs concerning you. Do 
not let your bibles lie any longer neglected, 
but diligently. ſeek after the Holy Spirit of 
God, and let your ſtudy be in them both day 
and night. It is umpoſfible fully to expreſs 
the great advantages that will accrue to you 
from this ſacred employment. The word of 
God, when ſpiritually received, is the food of 
our fouls: How then can they be ſupported: 
if we negle& it? There is every bleffing, 
and every comfort, all we wiſh, and all we 

want, to make us truly good and happy, con- 
tained in the ſacred volume. If we are poor, 
here we may find Chriſt, who is the true 
. the pearl of * price; if we are ſick, 


here 
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here we may find the ſpiritual phyſician who 
is able and willing to heal all our diſeaſes, 


whether bodily or ſpiritual. If we are igno- 


rant of Chrift, and without Godin the world, 
here, through grace, we ſhall find 'that the 


day-ſpring from on high will viſit us, and the 


Sun of Righteouſneſs will ariſe with healing 


on his wings. if we are true chriſtians, here 
we ſhall find the moſt reviving cordials, the 
greateſt and moſt precious promiſes, that we 


might have ſtrong conſolation who have fled 


to the croſs of Chriſt for refuge,'and have laid 
hold on the hope ſet before us. If we. are 
afflicted, here we ſhall receive comfort; if we 
are perſecuted, here we ſhall find protection; 
if we are under ſpiritual deſertions, this is a 
means of our recoverv ; if we are tempted to 


evil, the word of God is the ſword of the Spi- 


rit, and by this we ſhall obtain the victory; 
if we are young, this is our counſellor; if we 
are old, this is our wiſdom. In ſhort, whilſt 
we live, the bible is the rule both of our faith 
and manners; and when dying, will ſerve as 
an anchor of the ſoul, both ſure and ſteadfaſt, 
and will be your guide to eternal glory. Vou 
may hence learn, that the holy pſalmiſt had 


the greateſt reaſon to pronounce the man bleſ- 


* whoſe delight is in the law of the Lord 
d Y x 1 1. 2. 
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Pſ i. 2. He ſhall be like a tree planted by the 
water - ſide, that will bring forth his fruit in 
due ſeaſon, —His leaf alſo ſhall not wither; 
and look, whatſoever he doeth it ſhall proſper 
EV i. 3, 4. Vou ſee then, fiom the autho- 
rity of God's word, that you cannot take a 
ſurer way to promote even your temporal 
happineſs, than by exerciſing yourſelves in 
the law of the Lord, both day and night.— 

Indeed, you have every motive, whether tem- 
poral, ſpiritual, or eternal, to induce you to 5 Tb 
attend diligently to this ſacred employment. g 
Theſe motives are well aud conciſely expreſſed 
by a certain great and celebrated | writer ;— 10 
« Search: the ſcriptures, ſays he, they have a 
« God for their author, ſalvation for their 
end, and truth without any mixture of 
* error for their matter.” Since it is plain 
then, that God, who at ſundry times, and in 
divers manners ſpake in times paſt unto the 
fathers by the prophets, hath in theſe laſt 
days ſpoken unto us by his Son, let us all at- 
tentively hear, and read, thankfully receive, 
and cordially obey his holy goſpel. Let us 
receive this glorious diſpenſation, not as the 
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word 
of God, which effectually worketh in them 
that beheve : : This is the infallible. word of 
2 · that 
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that God Who liveth and abideth for ever; 
this is that wiſdem from above which all the 
adverſaries of it ſhall not be able to gainſay or 
reſiſt. Let it be your care, therefore, both to 
believe and obey that form of doct rine which 
is delivered to you in the ſacred writings,— 
In ſhore, let us all, both high and low, rich 
and poor, diligently ftrive to read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digeſt thoſe important 
and ſacred truths which are contained in the 
holy ſcriptures. Let us not only ſtudy them 
ourſelves, but let us remember likewiſe, that 
we are en joined by God to teach them dili- 
gently to our children, to ſpeak of them when 
we ſit in our houſes, when we walk by the 
Way, when we lie down, and when we riſe 
up. And if we ſteadfaſtly perſevere in this 
ſacred employment, we fhall ſurely find the 
happy effects of it both in ourſelves and 
others: As we grow in years, we ſhall be 
transformed by the renewing of our minds 
in righteouſneſs and in holineſs 3 we ſhall be 
_ filled with all joy and peace in believing, and 
{hall abound in every good word and work.— 
Then will our converſation be ſuch as becom- 
eth the goſpel; it will ſerve to the uſe of 
edifying, and may miniſter grace unto the 
hearers. This will be acting in a manner 
8 | ſuitable 
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{aitable to our chriſtian profeſſion, and to the 


folemn and indiſpenſable obligations. which 
we are under to do every thing to the glory 


of God.—Then will our great Redeemer love. 


us, and will more and more manifeſt himſelf 
unto us: He will defend us from all perils 
and dangers, and preſerve us from our ghoſtly 
enemies, and from: everlaſting death. Let us 
all, therefore, as new - born babes defire the 
fincere milk of the word, that we may grow 


thereby ; and let us receive, with meekneſs, | 


the ingrafted, 1 which is able to ſave 
dur ſouls. 
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r. 18 ite en of all ebe creatures os 
praiſe and adore their great Creator and 
=" Tung In the revealed will of God, this 


duty of linging praiſes to our Creator, is very 


frequently repeated, and clearly enjoined. In 
the book of Pſalms holy David exhorts us to 
fing praiſes with underſtanding; yea, he calls 
upon every thing that hath breath to praiſe 
the Lord—P/. xlvii. 7.—cl. 1, 6. In the 
new teſtament, St. Paul exhorts the Coloſſians 
to let the word of Chriſt dwell in them richly, 
in all wiſdom: teaching and admoniſhing one 
another in pſalms, aud hymns, and ſpiritual 
ſongs, finging with grace in their hearts to 
the Lord—Cv/. iii. 16, 17. We may hence 
learn, that pſalmody, or finging of pfalms, 
both in public afſemblies and private families, 
8 a great and neceflary duty, which ought to 
be performed by all who are capable of it.— 

This duty is moſt ſhamefully neglected by 


many, and therefore I ſhall endeavour to 


prove, iſt, The reaſonableneſs and neceſſity 
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s 
of ſinging the praiſes of God; adly, I ſhalt 
point out the right manner of performing this, 
ſacred duty. 
I. Let us conſider the reaſonableneſs and: 
neceſſity of this holy exerciſe. — This neceſ- 
ſity, from the many injunctions which we 
meet with in ſcripture reſpecting it, and its 
reaſonableneſs, will appear from conſidering 
the innumerable bleſſings which we daily and 
hourly receive at the hands of God. God is 
not only the Author of our being, but like- 
wiſe of our well-being too. His ſun ſhines, 
and his-ſhowers fall, not only on the righte- 
' ous, but on the unthankful and evil. He 
crowneth the year with his goodneſs, and his 
clouds drop fatneſs. It is meet and right, 
therefore, and our bounden duty, that we 
ſhould at all times, and in all places, give 
thanks unto the Almighty, and everlaſting 
Lord God. We ſhould praiſe him forall his good- 
neſs and loving · kindneſs to us and to all men: 
We ſhould bleſs him ! for our creation, pre- 
I ſervation, and all the bleſſings of this life; 
but above all for his ineſtimable love in the 
e redemption of the world, by our Lord Jeſus 
“ Chriſt ; for the means * grace, and for 
< the hope of glory. of Indeed it is a joyful 
1 and 
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and pleaſant thing to be thankful j and if we 
diflikce this facred employment of ſinging 
praiſes to God, and have no inclination to join 
with others who are fo etnployed, it 18 a me- 
lancholy proof that we ate ſtill unrenewed, 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, aliens from the 
common-wealth of Iſrael, having no hope, 
and without God ih the world. If we had a 
true love for God, we ſhould delight both in 
hearing and ſinging his praiſes, and we ſhould 
gladly. embrace every opportunity of ſo doing; 
The bleſſed inhabitants of the celeſtial-man- 
ſions ſing inceſſant ſongs of praiſe 1 to the Giver 
of evety godd and perfect gift; and if we hope 
to partake of their blits; we muſt pray for 
grateful hearts, and labour to ſhew forth tho 
praiſes of our God and Saviour, not only with 
our lips, but likewiſe in our lives, by giving 
up ourſelves to his ſervice; and by walking 
before him in newneſs of life. We hence 
learn, that it is the duty of all chriſtians, to 
join heartily in finging pfalms and praiſes to 
the Almighty in his folemn worſhip, that ſo 
they may, with one e ahd one mouth, 


=o glorify God Rom. xv. 6. 


It is juſtly obſerved by a pious writer of 
our church, (fee Burrough's devout pſalmiſt) 
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in the congrepation, is not to make chim that 425 
planted the ear; hear, but that our own. 

affoctions may be excited by i it, and that the 
whole congregation may join in the common 
addreſs 6f prayer or praiſe to God, That none 
may think themſelves at liberty to diſregard 
this important duty, the holy pſalmiſt calls 
upon perſons of every rank, character, and 
condition in life to join in the performance of 
it. Kings of the earth, ſays he, and all peo - 
ple, prinees and all judges of the earth, young 
men and maidens, old men and children, 
praiſe the name of the Lord E/ exlviii. To 
praiſe the name of the Lord is the indiſpen+ 
fable duty of every chriſtian; nor is he worthy 
of the chriſtian name, or to enjoy the breath 
of life, who will not employ that breath in 
praifing the gracious Giver of it, and all other 
bleſſings both ſpiritual and temporal. The 
wiſe fon of Sirach made a very pious and 


grateful reſolution: The Lord, ſays he, has 


given me a tongue, and 1 will praiſe him 
therewith—£ccluf. li. 22. 1ti 18 the character 
of dumb idols, to have mouths, and ſpeak 
not; but of every good man, to ſpeak of 
God's honor, and to ang of his praiſe in his 
holy temple—xxix. 9. The pfalmiſt fre- 
quently: calls his tongye his glory 3 ; becauſe 

the 


1 ( 
the tongue is the chief inſtrument of glorify- 
ing God, and was made principally for this 
very end; and it is yery certain that they 
are never. ſo much our glory as when we em- 
ploy them in ſinging the praiſes of our great 
Creator. King David thought it no diſpa- 
ragement to his royal character, to employ 
himſelf in compoſing pialms for the ſolemn 


| 
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worſhip of God, and to preſide, himſelf, and i , 
jñoin in ſinging them. And is this heayenly 1 
| exerciſe become now {o contemptible a thing, c 
— and looked upon with ſuch indifferency, that } 
few take care to join in it at all; and fewer 5 
ſtill to perform it with any ſuitable reverence t 
or underſtanding—a fad preſage this, of hor- b 

h rible lukewarmneſs, and a dying zeal and 0 
devotion ! Let us, however, be careful ta Ie 
avoid ſuch ungrateful inſenſibility, by ſinging tl 
the praiſes of God-with underſtanding and with hi 
the voice of melody. Indeed, it is not ſuffi- w 
cient that we barely fing 3 and therefore 1 m 
ſhall proceed 2dly, to point out to you the St 
right manner of performing this ſacred duty. ab 
II. When we ſing the praiſes of God, we ha 
ſhould do it with pious and devout affections, tui 
and with a due attention of mind. God is a de- 
Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt A 
ug! 


owed him in ſpirit and 1 in truth; that is, 
5 pil they 
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they muſt join the inward devotion of theix 


minds, to their outward acts of homage. | 
True devotion requires a due concurrence 
of the underſtanding and affections. The fins 
cere elevation of the ſpirit is the life of pſal- 
mody: It is this which gives value to the 
external act; and Without this, the tongues 
of men or angels are but like ſounding braſs, 
or a tinkling cymbal ; that is, empty and 
unmeaning ſounds. But when the devotion 
of the heart concurs with the melody. of the 
voice, the exerciſe reſembles the praiſe of 
angels,” and the harmony of heaven. To 
this end there is ſome preparation neceſſary, 
before we begin to ſing: A due apprehenſion 
of the greatneſs of God, and a ſerious recol- 
lection of his goodneſs and mercies, will, by 
the aſſiſtance of Divine grace, diſpoſe our 
hearts to reverenee and thankfulneſs; this 
will be a ſure way to fix the attention of our 
minds, and to inflame our affections too. 
Such was the practice of holy David, when 
about to celebrate the praiſes of God upon his 
harp. His firſt care was to ſet his heart in 
tune, and to have it devoutly affected with a 
deep ſenſe of the Divine mercy and goodneſs. 
My heart is fixed; or, as the word properly 
ſignifies, prepared ; O God, my heart! is pre- 
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pared; ; I will fing and give praiſe. Awake ip 
my glary, awake lute and harp. IL ill praiſe 
thee, O Lord, among the people; 1 will 
ſing unto” thee among the nations; for thy 
| mercy is great unto the heavens, and thy 
truth unto the doyds—P/. tvii. 8, 9, 10. In 
Eſaum Hxxviii. 46, he calls upon others to 
joiu in this ſacred employment. Give thanks, 
O tſrael; unto God the Lord, in the congre- 
gations; from the ground. of the heart. In- 
deed; when we fing the praiſes of God, we 
muſt take care hes our hearts go along with 
bur tongues; otherwiſe our ſerviees will not 
be accepted: | This' the Apoſtle intimates 
when he enjoins the Epheſians to. fing and 
make melody in their hearts; and the Coloſ- 
fans to fing with grace in their hearts to the 
Lord—Ep. v. 19.—Col. ii, 16. However 
great our ſkill may be in muſic, and however 
harmonious our voices may be, yet it is cer- 
tain that we make no melody to the. Lord, 
unleſs our hearts join in the — It is 

our bounden duty to ſerve God in ſpirit and 
in truth; to honor him with the devotion of 
our hearts, as well as the tribute of our lips; 
and to do the latter, while we with- held the 
former, is to offer him the blind and the lame: 
which will be rejected with abhorrence and 
indignation. 


It 
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= may july be obſerved that the power 
of barmony 18 great in compoſing the affecti- 
ons, and in exalting devotion in the ſolemn 


worſhip of God. The ſoul of man 1s naturally 
pleaſed with melody; ; and the animal ſpirits 


| which. ſerve to excite the affections, move in 


conformity to the impreſſions they receive in 
muſical ſounds. The very harmony of 
„ ſounds, fays che learned and judicious 
« Hooker, being rightly framed and carried 
from the ear to the ſpiritual faculties of. 
« our ſouls, is, by a native Puiffance and 
« efficacy, greatly available, to bring to a 
perfect temper, what is there troubled ; 
* apt as well to quicken the ſpirits as to 
« allay that which is too eager ; ſovereign. 
« againſt melaricholy and deſpair ;, forcible 
« to draw forth tears of devotion, if the mind 
« be ſuch as can yield: them, and able to 
* move and to moderate all afflictions“ 
Eccl. Pol. Book 5. In the holy ſcriptures we 
have two remarkable inſtances of the propriety 
of theſe obſervations: The one is recorded m. 
i Samuel xvi. and it reſpects King Saul. 
When an evil ſpirit from the Lord dds 
Saul, his phyficians (called his ſervants) 
«dviſkd: the King, that a man ſhould be i 
fought out who was a mit player on the 

* harp 
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hw : And it ſhall come to paſs, ſay they, 
when the evil ſpirit of God is upon thee, that 
he ſhall play with his hand, and thou ſhalt be 
well. The king took his advice, and ſent for 

David, who was recommended for his excel. 
lent ſkill upon the harp, and the ſucceſs wa 
remarkable; for, when the evil ſpirit was 
upon Saul, David took an harp and played 
with his hand ; ſo Saul was refreſhed and 
was well, and the evil ſpirit departed from 
him—verſe 23 The other inſtance is re- 
corded in 2 Rings 11,—When Jehoram the 
king of Iſrael, Jehoſhaphat king of Judah; 
and the king of Edom were diſtreſſed, toge- 
ther with their armies, for want of water, 
they applied themſelves to the prophet Eliſha, 
The ſpirit of propheſy was not always pre- 
| ſent with the prophets, ſo as to deliver oracle 
when they pleaſed; and the prophets mind 
was at this time diſturbed both with ſorrow 
on the departure of Elijah, and with indig- 
nation againſt. the ſins of Jehoram ; and the 
Spirit of God reſts only on a calm, ſedate 
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mind, whoſe paſſions are allayed : For theſ: i 
reaſons, the prophet called for a minſtrel, or 
- muſician, to compoſe his mind; and it came 
to paſs when the minſtrel played; that the 
hand of the Lord came upon him, and then 
he 
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propheſied. both a ſu pply of water and victory. 
Indeed, , muſic 1s of great uſe, not only in, 
calming the paſſions and compoſing the mind, 
but likewiſe by raiſing our ſpirits to ſuch a 
rapturous frame, as enables us to praiſe God 
with greater fervency and elevation of ſoul, 
Senſible of this, the piqus pſalmiſt appointed 
the uſe of muſical inſtruments in the ſolemn 
worſhip of God; as cymbals, pſalteries, and; 
harps—1 Chron. xvi. This is ſaid to be ac- 
cording to the commandment of David, and 
af God, the king's ſeer, and Nathan the pro- 
phet. And, to put the matter beyond all 
reaſonable objection, this is ſaid to be the 
commandmient of the Lord by his prophets—. 
2 Chron, xxix. 25. And the Lord himſelf 
expreſſed his approbation of ſuch muſic, in 
the uſe of pſalms and hymns in his folemn. 
| worſhip, For, as the Levites, who were the 
fingers, being arrayed in white linen, ſtood: 
with cymbals, and pſalteries, and harps ; it 
came ta paſs as they made ane ſound to be 
heard in praiſing and thanking the Lord; and, 
when they lifted up. their voice with the in- | 
ſtruments of muſic, and praiſed the Lord ; in 
token of his divine pleaſure and approbation, 
it is added, The glory of the Lord filled the 
houſe of God—2 Chron. v. 1 3, 14. In ſhort, 
"04 he 
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| 1 whole book of pſalms was compoſed, a 
and ſet to be ſung with variety of muſical in- 


firuments. Pſalmody too is recommended to 


ma by the example of our bleſſed Lord; for, 
ve are informed in the goſpel by St. Matthew, 
that Jeſus ſung an hymn with his diſciples a 
little before his. paſſion—Marr. xxvi. 30. And 
not only fo, but we are informed by St. John, 
in the book of Revelation, that the heavenly 
choir do conſtantly ſing the praiſes of God 
with muſical harmony and inftruments. In 
the viſion of the four and twenty elders, they 
are reprefented to be every one of them fing- 
ing with harps in their hands—Rev. v. ö. 
| —And again, 1 heard from heaven, ſays 
he, the voice. of harpers harping with their 
| harps, and finging before the throne of God 
Rev. xiv. 2. You have now ſeen the reaſon- 
ableneſs and neceflity of ſinging the praiſes of 
God, together with the right manner of per- 
forming chis facred duty; that is, with pious 
and devout affections, and with due attention 
of mind. Further, we muſt do it to the beſt 
of our power, with melody and harmony. I 
mall now further remark, that it is our 
duty to perform this eminent part of Divine 


worſhip i in a r and reverent W of 


body. 
5 I know 


+" Vw P25 g. no 0 Pp mots, ee 


©. 
my 


A 8 


(t) | 

I know it is a cuſtom with many to con- | 
tinue fitting at the ſinging of the ſolemn 
praiſes of God. This, however, is a very 
indecerit and irreverent practice, and calls 
loudly for reproof. Pſalms of praiſe and 
thankſgiving are really and truly as much 
acts of Divine worſhip, as the different parts 
of prayer itſelf, and do, therefore, equally 
require a poſture of devotion. This is evi- 
dent from the jewiſh and chriſtian church, 


| We are informed in 1 Chronicles xxiii. 30, 


that David appointed the Levites | in the fo- 
lemn worſhip of God, to „and every morning 
to thank and praiſe the Lord, and alſo at even: 
which rule was obſerved in the temple after - 
wards built by Solomon, as we read 2 Chron. 
v. 12. In 2 Chron. 7, 6, upon the like per- 
formance of the Levites, with inſtruments of 
muſic of the Lord, which David the king 
had made to praiſe the Lord, all the people 
are expreſſiy ſaid to obſerve the ſame reverent 
e ; poll all Iſrael food to join in the 
ſolemn praiſes of God. See alſo 2 Chron. XX. 
18, 19, where the ſeveral geſtures of prayer 
and praiſe are exprefily diſtinguiſhed, and 
applied to their reſpective parts of Divine 
worſhip. 1ſt, They humbled themſelves 
before 'God, and 5 cither kneeling, or 


proſtrate 


11 
profirate on the ground; for it is ſaid, all 
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem fell 
before the Lord, worſhipping the Lord. And 
when they came to ſing praiſes to God, their 
reverential poſture in this part of their ſervice, 
is there particularly noticed: And the Levites 
flood up to praiſe the Lord God of Iſrael, with 
a loud voice on high. (See likewiſe 2 Chron, 
29 —Neh. xi. 46, compared with chap. ix 5.) 
Theſe inſtances are abundantly ſufficient to 
ſhew the ſpecial geſture of reverence. which 
was appointed and uſed in ſinging pſalms in 
the church of God under the old teſtament. 
Standing, indeed, has ever been accounted 


_ a geſture expreſſive 'of reſpect and reverence, 
Bo in Job. xxix. 7, 8.—When P went out to 


the gate, and when I prepared my ſeat, the 


aged aroſe and ſtood up. And the Lord re- 


bukes his people for treating him with leſs 
reyerence than they would do an earthly 
prince Mal. i. 8, ſaying, Offer it now thy 
governor, will be be pleaſed with thee, or 


accept thy perſon ? The apphcation of this 


paſſage is very obvious to the caſe in hand. He 


plainly teaches that the cuſtomary expreſſions 


or forms of reverence that are uſed in a nation 
| to ſhew honor and reſpect to our ſuperiors, are 


alſo 
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alſo uſed to expreſs our honor and reverence 


to his Divine Majeſty. 

Indeed, this reverent poſture of fanding at 
finging praiſes to God, has univerſally obtain- 
ed in all ages of the chriſtian church. One 
of the fathers of the church, deſcribing the 
practice of th; church in his days; ſays, 
The people riſing from prayer, ſtand up to 
ſing pſalms. And he further obſerves; that 
this cuſtom was conſonant and agreeable to 
all the churches of God.—(See Ep. 63, ad 


Chr. Neocæs.) Nay, if we with to regulate 
our behaviour in this reſpect, by the practice 


of the holy angels in the heavenly choir, we 
muſt ſtand up when we ſing the praiſes of 


God. For, in St. John's viſion of the increaſe 
of the chriſtian church, to ſo great a multitude 
which no man could number; they are all 


repreſented fanding before the throne of God, 
and ſaying, ſalvation to our God, who fitteth 
upon the throne, and to the Lamb Rev. vii. 
9, 10.—See alſo Ja. vi. 1, 2, 3 Rev. xv. 3, 
4. We may hence learn the obligation and 


reaſonableneſs of our uſing a reverent poſture 


of body when we ſing the praiſes of God. 
The law of angels in heaven may well be 
allowed to regulate the worſhip of the church 
of God on earth; F For, they are not two 

churches, 
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3 but two parts of the fame olvurch 5 
the one triumphant in heaven, the other 
- militant on earth; and they have both the 
fame Head and King, even "Pw Chriſt our 
Lord. 

Indeed, Drin worſhip ae both ex- 
| birmal and internal reverence to expreſs the 
homage and honor we deſign to pay to God 
thereby. Kneeling and ftanding are the uſual 
geſtures of honor and reverence to God men- 
tioned in the holy feriptures: Kneeling is 
generally appropriated t to prayer, and ſtanding 
to praiſe, as appears from the authority of 
God's word. Sitting is a geſture too free and 
familiar to pretend adoration or worthip. The 
| revelation of God's will in his holy word, is 
to guide and direct us in his worſhip 5 which 
will not allow us to ufe ſuch — in his 
ſolemn worfhip, as are figns of equality, fa- 
miliarity, or contempt among men. If all 
cannot join in the melody of ſinging, yet 
they ſhould endeavour to do fo as well as they 
can; and at leaſt to Join in the devotion and 
reverence that attends ir. Indeed; if we 


have any inward devotion and reverence for 
God in our minds, it will naturally ſhew 
itſelf by geſtures of adoration in his ſolemn 


Outward irreyerence, therefore, 


worthip. 
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in Divine worſhip, is a ſure evidence of an 
indeyout and irreverent mind. The form of 
godlineſs is too often to be found without the 
inward power of it; but wherever the power 
of true devotion and godlineſs is in the heart, 
it will naturally appear in the outward form 
and reverence of the body. 

To conclude : You have now ſeen 3 
ſonableneſs and neceſſity of ſinging the praiſes 
of God, and likewiſe the right manner of 
performing this ſacred duty. Let it be your 
care, therefore, diligently to practiſe what 
you haye heard; and to join in the uſe of 
pſalms and dime and ſpiritual ſongs, both 
in your families and in public-worſhip. The 
primitive chriſtians were ſo full of zeal and 
devotion, that they would have thought it a 
very grievous thing to have been reſtrained 
from bearing a part in this ſacred exerciſe; 
and if we are not equally as deſirous of ſo 
doing, it is becauſe we are deſtitute of their 
ardent love to God, and his worſhip. Let us 
humble ourſelves ee e before God on 
this account, and fervently pray that the love 
of God may be ſhed abroad iu gur hearts by 
the power of his holy Spirit, aud then we 
ſhall not fail to offer unto God thankſgiving 
both with our heart and voice, To celebrate 

R | | the 


| 
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„ a 
praiſes of God is the moſt heavenly part of 
Divine ſervice, and a duty of the greateſt im- 
portance.— It highly concerns us; therefore, 
rightly to perform this ſacred duty; and that 
we may do ſo, let us be careful to expreſs a due 
regard to the declarations he has: given us 
concerning it, in his holy word. It is inci- 
dent to human nature to err; but to perſiſt in 
error after conviction; is truly impious, ſhock- 
ing, and inexcuſable. The beſt of men are 


liable to miſtake and inadvertency ; but upon 


the firſt diſcovery of error; every true chriſ- 
tian is deſirous to retract and reform. And 
ſure if we duly reflect on the innumerable 
inſtances of the Divine love towards us, we 


hall be always ready to join in bleſſing and 


praifing his holy Name: He at firſt created 


us, and ſtill ſupports and preſerves us; he 


has redeemed us. from ſin and miſery, by the 
death and paſſion of his well-beloved Son 
Jeſus Chriſt. our Lord, and calls and invites 
us to repentance and ſalvation in and through 
this Divine Saviour. He is always ready to 
ſupply us with grace ſufficient for all our ſpi- 


ritual wants, and has ' promiſed us through 
the Redeemer, peace in this life, and eternal 


happineſs in the next. It is meet and right, 
3 and our e Aatyr, that we 
N EY Wool 
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| ſhould be ready and willing at all times, and 
| in all places to ſing the praiſes of our great and 
| gracious God. Unto him, therefore, that is 
; able to do exceeding abundantly, above all 
that we aſk or think, according to the power 
$ that worketh in us, unto him be glory: in the 
- church by Chriſt Jeſus, throughout all ages, 
1 world without end.—Amen—Eph. iii. 20, 21. 
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2erideavoutred to ſhew the reaſonableneſs pr 
and neceſſity of ſmging the prai ſos vf dur God; In 
and 2dly, The right manner of performing is 
this ſacred duty. The former of theſe parti- th 
culars I endeavoured to demonſtrate by two ey 
arguments: The firſt was deduced from the an 
many injunctions which are contained in tic 
ſcripture, both in the old and new teſtament ch 
concerning it; the latter from the innume- m. 
rable bleſſings and mercies which we daily har 


and hourly receive from the hands of God. — me 
then procteded to point but to you the right ve 
manner of performiñg this ſacred duty.—I eir 
told you that when we ſing the praiſes of to! 
God we ſhould do it with pious and devout ca 
affections, and with a due attention of mind. thi 
God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him thi 
muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth; that Pr 
is, they muſt join the inward devotion of their of 
minds, to their outward acts of homage. qu 
The ſincere elevation of the ſpirit is the Pre 
life of ponds ; it is this Which gives value bet 
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to i ed act, and without this the 
tongues of men and angels are but like ſound- 
ing braſs, or a tinkling cymbal; that is, 
empty and unmeaning ſounds. But when 

the devotion of the heart concurs with the 
melody of the voice, then it reſembles the 
praiſe of angels, andthe harmony of heaven. 
Indeed, pfalmody, when rightly performed, 
is certainly the nobleſt part of Divine wor- 
ſhipiz I think it my duty, therefore, to do 
every thing in my power to promote a proper 
and dively performance of it in the congrega- 
tion committed to my care. The injudicious 
choice of verſes to be fung, has often been 
matter of great concern to me, and particu- 
larly the formal, unmeaning, and lifelefs 

manner of ſinging them, and that only by a 


very ſmall part of the congregation.” This 


eireumſtance is much to be lamented: The 
tongue of men is (as I have already obſerved) 
called in ſcripture: has glory; and ſure I am, 
that it can never be more properly ſo called 
than when it is employed in ſinging the 
praiſes uf the great King of kings, and Lord 
of lords. Some of you, perhaps, may not be 
qualified to perform this duty properly at 
preſent: Whilſt this is the caſe, you had 
better content yourſelves with joining the 

reſt 
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teſt räther in heart than voice; or in a low 
voice, otherwiſe you may occaſion great con- 
fuſion. But to you who are able, yet un wil- 
ling to bear a part in this heavenly: employ- 

ment, what ſhall I ſay? Shall J praiſe you 
in this? I praiſe you not); it is my duty 
rather to reprove you for this omiſſion in a 


ſpirit of meekneſs and chriſtian love. You 


may ſay, perhaps, that you are aſhamed to 
join in this ſacred exerciſe, but I muſt inform 
you, that if you are aſhamed of your duty, 
and of praiſing your great, good, and glorious 
God and Saviour, that he will at the: laſt day 
be aſhamed of you.—Your thame 1s highly 
criminal and irrational too. And here I defire 
vou will permit me to propoſe. a few plain 
queſtions to you on this occaſion, and hope 
vou will conſider both the reaſonableneſs and 
importance of them in your retirements.— 
Why do you come to church? Is it not to 
worſhip the great God of — and earth; 

to bleſs and praiſe his holy name; to humble 
yourſelves before him on account of your 
innumerable ſins, and to pray for pardon and 
grace, and a fupply of all, our wants both 
ſpiritual and temporal? Theſe either are, or 
; Gught to be your views in attending the pub- 
he worſhip of God; and i it 18 certainly meet 
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and right, and your bounden * ſo to do. 
For, are you not, my brethren, the creatures 
of God? Does he not give you all thingg 


richly to enjoy? Are you not continually 


ſupported: by his providence,” and protected 
by his care? Surely you are: And if you 
are, ought you not therefore to bleſs and 


praiſe his holy Name for your creation, pre- 


ſervation, and all the bleſſings of this life? 
But above all ought you not to magnify and 
adore him for his ineſtimable love in the re- 
demption of the world, by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and for the means of grace, and for 
the hope of glory? Think for a while, and 
take heed that you think ſeriouſly on theſe 
plain queſtions ; and fare I am, that if you 
think rightly, you will certainly find that 
ſcripture, reaſon, and conſcience will all an- 
ſwer in the affirmative to theſe enquiries, — 
Repent therefore 'of your former negligence, 
and reſolve in future to join heartily as occa- 
ſions may offer, in ſinging luſtily, and with 
a good courage, the praiſes of your great and 
glorious God and Saviour. This is your 
bounden duty; this is your happy privilege 3 
this too is the chief employment of the holy 
angels, and of the ſaints in light. How then 
Fan we ſuppoſe ourſelyes duly qualified ta 
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enter the regions of the bleſſed, and join with 
the heavenly, choir above, | unleſs we are 
perfectly willing (as we have ability, time, 
and opportunity) in nging the praiſes of 
our God and Saviour here below? Think 
ſeriouſly, I ſay, on theſe plain but important 
truths ; and then I hope. you will ſoon, by 


the Divine aſſiſtance, be brought to a better 


mind, join in a general chorus, and, to ſpeak 
in the words of ſcripture, make a e noiſe 
to the God of your ſalvation, and ſing his 
praiſes with underſtanding, J0o aſſiſt you in 
this good deſign, and with a view to.promote 
the better performance of this duty of pſal- 
mody by all the congregation, I have provided 
and committed to the preſs a ſmall collection 


of ſelect portions of the pſalms, appointed to 


be ſung in churches, taken chiefly from the 
new verſion, I have ſelected but very few 
portions from the old verhion, for two reaſons, 
iſt, Becauſe 1 think the new. verſion in gene- 
ral 18 much better than the old; and 2dly, 
Becauſe if any other parts of it ſhould be oc- 
caſionally uſed, you may find them at the end 
of your common prayer- books. Some ſclect 
hymus by various authors, are likewiſe added 
to this collection of pſalms, occaſionally to be 


e in order that (according to the apoſto· 
lical 
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God grant that in the uſe of all theſe we may 
ſing praiſes. with underſtanding, and make 
melody in our hearts unto the Lord. To 
this end let us all ſeek more and more ear- 
veſtly after the enlightening, enlivening, and 


God ; then will the celeſtial flame of Divine 
love be kindled in our hearts, and then will 
our praiſes and thankſgivings no longer re- 
main dead and formal, but will rather become 
d lively and animated ſacrifices, well pleaſing 
I unto God, through Jeſus Chriſt, and truly 
0 profitable to our own ſouls. Since 'then it 
e evidently appears that pſalmody is an import- 
ant part of Divine worſhip, and when rightly 
8, 


performed highly conducive to the glory of 


- God, and. the good of ſouls, I muſt now ex- 


7 dort you not only to have regard to it your- 


> ſelves, but likewiſe to encourage your do- 
d meſtics to join with you in it. You ſhould 
ct ſeriouſly and earneſtly recommend it both to. 


d your children and ſervants, (if capable) to. 


be endeavour. 1 to learn to ſing, that they may 
0- 8 | ſhew 


=- 
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el injandion) the word of Chriſt may 
dwell in you richly in all wiſdom, whilſt we 
admoniſh one another, not only in pſalms, 
but alſo, in hymns and ſpiritual ſongs : And 
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ſanctifying influences of the holy Spirit of 


(3. 

thew forth the praiſes of their God and Savi⸗ 
our, who bountifully ſupplies all their wants, 
and calls them out of darkneſs 1 into the mar- 
velous light of the goſpel. If you have a true 
reliſh for ſpiritual enjoy ments yourſelves, you 
will ſurely be anxious that all who belong to 
you may partake of them too. Your children 
and ſervants are in a great meaſure under your 
direction: Be careful, therefore, to employ 
that authority which God has given you over 
them in ſuch a manner that you may pro- 
mote the Divine glory, and ſet forward the 
ſalvation of their immortal ſouls. Conſider 
that pſalmody is a means of grace, as well as 
prayer, or hearing or reading the word of 
God, and therefore it ought not wilfully to be 
neglected either by you or them. Why were 
the pſalms collected i into Engliſh metre ? Vou 
may find an anſwer to this queſtion in your 
common prayer-books. It is there ſaid that 
the pſalms were collected! into Engliſh metre, 
and ſet forth and allowed to be ſung in all 
churches, and, obſerve, of all the People together, 
before and after morning and evening prayer; 
and alſo before and after ſermons ; and more- 
over in private houſes, for their godly ſolace, 
and 29 4h laying apart all ungodly ſongs 


and 
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ind ballads, which tend only to the nouriſh 
ing of vice, and corrupting of youth, 


You now ſee what good and weighty rea“. 


ſons our church had for cauſing the pſalms to 


be collected into Engliſh metre ; namely, that 


they may be ſung both in churches, and 
obſerve too, in private houſes, for the godly 
ſolace and cornfort of all her members. But 
if we do not take a part in this heavenly ex- 
erciſe, both in public and family-worſhip, (as 
we are able) the deſign of the church is de- 
feated, and our own godly ſolace and comfort 
hereby impeded. Whenever, therefore, we 
are diſpoſed to rejoice, let us have regard to 
the apoſtle's injunction: Is any merry? Let 
him ſing pſalms; and let him not only do ſo 
himſelf, but let him take care to recommend 
the ſame pious practice to all who are placed 
under his direction and controul ; eſpecially 
to his children and ſervants; for, if he fails 
herein, it 1s but too probable_that they will 
gratify their natural and corrupt taſte, for 


ſinging with ungodly ſongs, and ballads, 


which (you hear our church tells you) tend 
only to the nouriſhment of vice, and cor- 
rupting of youth. This is a weighty ad- 
monition; God grant you may all duly re- 
gard it! 
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I ſhall now beg leave to caution you againſt 
that indecent cuſtom which is too prevalent 
in moſt, (if not in all congregations) of ſit- 
ting when the praiſes of God are ſuug. In- 
deed it is our duty to perform this eminent 


part of divine worſhip, in a proper and reve 
rent e of * 


SECTION 


* 


( 141 ) 
ONS ECTION 
i Of ReL1orovs ConversaTION; 
E argument which our Lord uſes to 
K excite the diſciples to watchfulneſs 
over their words, 1s very awful, ſtrong, and 


forcible. By thy words thou ſhalt be juſti- 
fied, and by thy words thou ſhalt be con- 


demned Mart. xii. 37. We ſhall be juſtified - 


by our words ſays the pious and judicious 
Burkitt, not meritoriouſly, but declaratively. 
Good words declare goodneſs in ourſelves, and 


we ſhall be declared good to others, by our 


words; if our words and actions do correſ- 
pond and agree with one another, Death 
and life are in the power of the tongue; that 
is, according to the right or wrong uſe of 
that organ of ſpeech, we may judge whether 
men are dead in fin, or ahve to God ; whether 
they are candidates for heaven or hell. | 


Since it appears then that a man's conver- 


ſation is ſo declarative and decifive an evi- 
dence of the real ſtate of his character before 


God, we ſhould always endeavour that it may. 


be as becometh the goſpel, and diligently 
guard againſt the abuſes of it. The tongue, 
1 5 when 
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when properly employed, 1s certainly out 
glory; but alas! in an unregenerate ſtate, it 
is an unruly member, and takes an active part 
in the general rebellion carried on againſt God, 
by all the faculties and members of the whole 
man. It is our duty and intereſt, therefore; 


to be very cautious in this reſpect; for, we 
have the authority of an apoſtle to ſay, that 


if any man ſeem or pretend to be religious, 
and bridle not his tongue, that man's religion 
is Vain. 

That your converſation may be uſeful and 


edifying, take care to prevent its dwelling 


on improper ſubjets.——To this end you 
ſhould frequently endeavor to introduce ſome 
religious topic, when it can be done with pro- 
priety ; otherwiſe it will be better for a while 
to omit it, leſt inſtead of promoting, you 
inadvertently injure the cauſe of Chriſt. — 
Your Redeemer enjoins you not to caſt your 


pearls before ſwine : But at proper ſeaſons and 
in proper company you will find the greateſt 


comfort and advantage by diſcourſing on ſa- 
ered things. | 

As we are all ſtrangers and pilgrims upon 
earth, and are travelling forward towards an 
eternal ſtate, it will be wiſe and prudent 
in us to conſult together (as the children of 
8 this 
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this world do' in temporal matters) how we 
may beſt ſecure the one thing needful, and 


make our calling and election ſure. We are 
all by nature the ſame; that is, conceived 
and born in fin, and children of wrath. We 
all live in the midſt of the ſame wicked world; 
and have all the fame ſpiritual adverſaries, 
namely, the world, the fleſh, and the devil, 


to reſiſt, If we are open and communicative 


on theſe ſubjects, we ſhall derive from them 
mutual comfort and advantage : 'The experi- 
ence of others will be uſeful to ourſelves ; by 
obſerving their errors we may, by grace, learn 
to avoid them ; and by imitating their virtues, 


we ſhall certainly improve our own. The 


Almighty, indeed, has in his word, expreſſſy 
enjoined us to avoid all corrupt communica- 
tion, and to abound in that which is good, to 
the uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter grace 
unto the hearers. 

From the ſacred writings we may deduce 
an infinite variety of matter for religious con- 
yerſation. Here you read of the creation of 
man in a ſtate of innocence and happineſs ; 
and of his ſhameful fall by eating the forbid- 
den fruit. Here too you are informed of the 
great goodneſs of the Almighty in promiſing 
3 Redeemer, and of the actual accompliſh- 
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ment of this moſt gracious promiſe, by the 
| incarnation, obedience and paſſion of our Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who died for our 
ſins, and rofe again for our juſtification, 


Here is deſcribed, in the moſt plain and fami- 
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liar manner, the immaculate conduct of our 
Redeemer, Who went about doing good, and 
who has given us an example that we ſhould 
follow his ſteps. Here too you may learn the 


.. unſpeakable aud infinite purity of God, whoſe 
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law, (like himſelf) is holy, juſt, and good ; 
and by comparing your conduct with this 
unerring rule, (not by the deluſive ſtandard 
of the conduct of others) you will ſoon be 
convinced (if you pray for the aſſiſtance of 
the holy Spirit) of your own exceeding ſin- 
fulneſs; and this conviction, when duly 
tormed in your ſouls by the Spirit of God, 
will never ſuffer you to enjoy ſolid peace, till 
he has likewiſe revealed to you the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Saviour, for your complete juſti- 
fication, It is the office of the holy Spirit to 
lead us into all truth, to take of the things 
of Chriſt, and to ſhew them unto, his people. 
When he viſits our ſouls with his Divine 
power, he enlightens our underſtandings, 
ſhews us the purity and ſpirituality of the 
oral . and our own impurity and innu- 
merable 
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55 5 le Þ 80881 againſt it it; ' Renee we become 


umble, * reject . with abhorrence every 
re ug re 0 * lies, every Telf-righteous plea, and 
are Fer DIE that we are poor and miſerable, 


p; ind and naked: od reſiſteth the proud, 


and gl I 31 it; 
giveth race unto the humble. 5 ſoon; 


We as we can truly adopt the language 


5 our excelle nt church, i in the communion 
ſervice, | and fay from the very bottom of our 


fouls, © We acknowledge and bewail our 


10 ae lins and wickedneſs ;. ; we do ear- 
« neſtly repent; and are, heartily ſorry tor 
« theſe our miſdoings.; the remembrance of 
them i is grievous unto us, and the burden of 


6 them is intolerable ;" When this is the 


caſe, 1 fay, we are in the right way to a cure. 
All who are thus weary and heavy laden Jeſus 


Chriſt calls to come unto him, and has aſſur- 


ed them that he will give them reſt—Matt. 
Xi, 28. This invitation is as extenſive as it 
Is gracious : 4 For it extends to all that are 
weary; 3 toiling in a fruitleſs purſuit of happi- 
neſs, in the things of time and ſenſe; and 
ſpending their labour for that which ſatisfieth 
not. All that are heavy laden oppreſſed with 


the ſervitude of fin, or bowed down under a 


load of miſery. Theſe, aud all ſuch as theſe 
are called, and have a ſure promiſe from a 


T faithful 
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Hithful ER, that he will give them reſt; . 
that is, the peace aud quietnels of a, ood 


confcience now, under a ſore” and Stein 
hope of eternal reſt in a future ſtate. In 


ſhort, he will waſh his people in that blood 
which atones' for their ſins, and inveſt them 
with that all - perfect righteouſneſs which 
juſtifies their guilty perſons, ſince nothing 


leſs thin theſe merties can afford any real 


ſatisfaction to the wounded conſcience, or 
true comfort to the reſtleſs ſinner, who is 


deeply convinced of his own guilt and miſery. 


What a noble and inexhauſtible ſubject 5 
joy and triumph is preſented to us in the 
perſon and undertaking of out Divine Im- 
manuel ! He is perfect God and perfect 
Man. Hear what a moſt exalted and ſublime 
deſcription the evangelical prophet. gives of 
Him Unto us a Child is born; unto us a 
Son is given; and the government thall be 
upon his ſhoulder, and he ſhall be called 
Wonderful; Counfellor, the Mighty God, 
the Everlaſtmg Father, the Prince of Peace.” 
A ſhort comment on theſe words, may, I 
hope, tend to , wie I _ derply” on 
your hearts. 

Unto us a Child is "Ree namely rhe hoty 


5 Ehild Jetas; ; unto us a Son 1 18 . - that is, 
-- Feſus; 


3» % Aro 


Jet fas, the, ly begotten and well-beloved 
Son of the Moſt High God; though reputed 
ob the Son of Joſeph; he is given unto us 
as a Saviour, and mighty Deliverer: And “ the 
government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder ; the 
government both of this world and the next, 
is committed to Chriſt; all power is given ta 
him both in heaven =; in earth: * And. he 
ſhall be called wonderful: The extremes of 
finite and infinite, of creature and Creator, of- 
God. and r man, are united! in an incomprehen- 
ſible manner, in his glorigus perſon; and. a. 
ſeries of miracles atteſting his miſſion, and 
iluſtrating his offices, ſhall make him an, 
object of wonder and delight to men and 
angels, through, eternity; he ſhall be won- 
derful in, his incarnation, wonderful 1 in, his. 
death and paſſion, wonderful; in his reſurrec- 
tion, and wonderful in his ſecond adyent; 
wongerful in his works and diſpenſations.— 
- Counſellor,” becauſe he was to inſtru&t poor, 
ignorant, wretched, ruined tranſgreſſors (ſuch 1 
az all men are) how they might be reconeiled " 
to their offended Maker. The Mighty God“. | 1 
, 


claiming the title and attributes peculiar to 
Deity, particularly that of omnipotence, on 
which his ability to ſave is founded : © The. 
everlaſting Father, exiſting. from all eternity, 
2 as 
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73 very God, 1 ſmucl AS. Ter ts ba 5 

teſeen him wah een, th e e eflehce 3 
and {tandio Ing. in the 2 95555 Te 1 85 fa. 
Father to his elect children, 0 Price 
T of Peace,” * having r made > Pee e [Ty the blood. | 
of Kis croſs, and therefore a le to keep all 
thofe in. perfect peace Whale inch e are kes ayed. 
o him. Such! then 18 the dig ut Gür 
Divine Redeemer. Let it be Sh care Were. 
fore, to ſeek after union aud cot 1 
With him, for withqut this we can neither er. 
have peace in lite, bor hope in. death. NY ut. 
1 we abide 1 in Chriſt, : and Chriſt in us; . ; If \ we. 
are one with Chriſty and Chriſt with u us, we 
ſhall * rejoice to ſpeak of his r00dnefs, and 
gratefully acknowledge his benefits, If then 
we would apptoye ourſelves true. 'chriftan 5, 
we ſhould frequently declare" the Hignity 5 and, 
love” the power and faithfulneſs c Ty 
Chriſt. Sick-was the praQtice"v? the = boly 
plalmiſt: He delighted bs ſpeak. of the good. 


ys nets of the Lord, and to tell of all his Wound. 


rous Works. 10 O come hither; fay 8 he, and 
66 hearken all ye that fear G a 1 Will 
e tell you what he hath done: or "thy foul”- — 
Pf. Ixvi. 14. And is he uot pöch able and 
willing to do oreat things for us. too "Doubt- 
leſs he 1 is; for oh Chriſt Is the fame yeſter- 
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9g, all | gs ai mr and, 
A Te As he is Mau be has 
render {elſe and fepling of our inßrmities, anch 


bos bayy, to hays, compaſſion, on them that, 


95 weak,and ignorant, and. gut of the, Ways. 
ugh, was his aſtowthing, love. to, pot, miſe»: 
rable,. loſt fipners, that he deſcended, from his: 
5 throna, wo. upon him our nature, 
lived. Verty, an died. in miſery, fox ug 
med — tor our _ When, the Sa- 
viour of: mankind. was born, the angels uſher- 
ed him into the world with. this grateful and; 
teiumphant. ſong : Glory be to God on high, 
9 10 earth peace, good- will towards men. 
f angels were ſo much rejoiced, and ſo 
e the: proſpect of the recovery of our 
loſt race, ſhall, nan, Who is the ſubject of this 
great, falvation, be ſinfully ſilent, and un- 
min: ful of this ineſtimable bleſſing God 
forbid; Rather let us join in the pious ercla. 
mation, of the royal plalmiſt ; Lord! what i is 
man that, thou, art thus mindful of him, or 
the ſon of man that thou didſt thus graciouſly; 
vouchſate to viſit him? Indeed it is a moſt 
pleaſing. and profitable, a moſt rational and 
delightful employment to praiſe the Lord for 
his, poviacls. aud to declare the wonders that 


10 | he 
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he ; dsech for che Childrefl öf nden. LT tit be 
| our delightful em ployment ney 50805 fo, 

> Let us ſpeak ſometimes conperning t the in- 
Flite purity of the Divine'Natbre'; at others, 


of God's wiſdom. and 'goddiieſs,”? wid moſt of 
all coneerning his ineſtimable” loye ts us, in 
ſending his only begotten Son into tlie wolld, 

that we might live through'him.' 'The ſpotleſs 
example too of our (ever:blefſed Lord, will 


afford us not only a perfect rule for our imi- 
tation and obſervance, but likewiſe an ample 


ſubje ect for chriſtian, cönyerſation. Diſcourſ- 


t Os, 


him bout bis Father's 8 bude 1 in 12 
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midſt of the doctors, both hearing and aſking 


d C 


them queſtions—Lzke 1 ay 46, 47. We may 
remark too, his obedience to his parents 
Luke. 15; his unwearied diligence'in doing 


good— As x. 38 this bumility—Marr.' Xl. 
29-3 ſelf-denial, and contentment in poverty ; 
his frequent performance of the duty of private 


prayer, and faſting Lale vi. 1 2—Mark \ 1.15; 


his thankfulneſs to God Mate. 3 Xi. 2 53 his 
compaſſion to the afflicted, both in ſoul and 
body; his holy converſation; Bis patience 


under Aan 3 his readineſs to forgive in- 


juries; 


Sd. ow i Rane 04, 


< 258 5 
juries; his zeal * public-worſhip—Fohn i; Th 


1175, his univerſal holineſs and e to 
his father's will, 


You hence learn, that x the attentive eonſi- | 
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deration of our Saviour 8 life, wall afford a 


variety of topics for religious an and 
ſo will his death and paſhion, his reſurrection 
and aſcenſion, his ſending the eoinforter, (who 


1s the Holy Ghoſt) whoſe ſacred influences | 


enlighten the un erſtandings, enliven the 


affections, ſanctify the hearts, and reform 


the lives of all real chriſtians. . Theſe are in- 
exhauſtible ſubjects, and peculiarly acceptable 


to every ſerious mind. Frequently too may 


we converſe concerning the excellence and 


value of the ſoul of fflan; the folly and baſe- X 
neſs of fin : the beauty of holineſs ; the un- 


certainty of life; the certainty of death and 
judgment, the joys of heaven, and the tor- 
ments of hell. 


If we turn our thoughts from the. word 


to the works of God, every, thing, whether 
animate or inanimate, will furniſh us with 


a theme.—The heavens declare the glory of 


God, and the firmament ſheweth his handy- 
work. No man can want a ſubject for reli- 


gious converſation, who does not want a will 


to employ his tongue in the ſacred exerciſe ; 


tw) 


eben dhe brute eilte n'4vift 210 d Achpfe 


water för ufcful Son Ore rte ſhery 
may teach us patience, the dog falctifülmels, 
the ferpent wiſdom, Atta tlie dove JR dibtice : i 
Thie att ard the bte win reprgvé us för our 
Vidggithilels, and the ö and The afs Förrect 
us for ot Ignoränek: Ti" Hort, att Geared 
Hathre, "ind every / object in it flap Become 
| the grace of God; a foltheEtof | chriſti- 
An cotroerfationz ad a meahs of cbflbeying 
religious itlſtruction. Indeed, there is no ſub- 
ject ſo barten and Ubprofitebte; but what n may 
be made ſobſervient to the privilege of mi. 
Hifteritigg grace to the heafers: "And yet, alas! 
how, nt of this religious converſatibh do 
we meet with in the world; And how much 
bf that corrupt communication which is ut- 
terly inconſiſtent with our chriſtian” profeſ- 
hon; and ſtrictiy forbidden by the word of 
God! If you mix with the world'promiſcu- 
dully, you will frequently hear the word of 
God plaſphemed ; perhaps too, the fall of 
man, the divinity of Chriſt, the e OP erations 
of the holy Spirit denied; God's 5 word erde 
aud his miniſters let at nou ght. N Fou will 
bear inceflant Pratii gs about Lg creſt trifles, 
and ſometimes. ſuch a 1 9 mixture of 
| profaneneſs and obſcenity, offalſhood and defa- 
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mation, 
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mation, 28 18 horrible to the ſoul of every trus 
believer. © How very different is the dd 
of a real chriſtian ! He is deſirous to converſe. 
as becometh the goſpel, and therefore, takes 
heed to the injunctions which Moſes gave the 
Iſraelites reſpecting their converſation ; which 
injunctions are certainly as dbligatdey on us 
as they were on the Jews. Theſe injunctions 
are recorded iti Deuteronomy vi. 6, 7. Thus 
it is written: Theſe words which I com- 
« mand thee this day, ſhall be in thine heart? 
« And thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto 
« thy children; and thou ſhalt talk of them 
© when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and when 
thou walkeſt by the way, and when thou 
« lieſt down, and when thou tiſeſt up.“ 
. Beſides, we have the greateſt encouragement | 
2 given us to converſe in a religious manner: 
Hear what is faid in Mal. iii. 16, 17. Then 

they that feared the Lord, ſpake often one to 
“another, and the Lord hearkened, and heard 
*it; and a bobk of temembrance Was writ- 
* ten before him for them that feared the 
Lord,; and that thought upon his name: 
* And they ſhall be mine, ſaith the Lord of 
+ Hoſts, in that day, when 1 make up my 
„ jewels; and I will ſpare them as 4 man 
« ſpare his own ſon that ſerveth him.“ 
U This 


{ 154 }. 
This is a very ſtriking paſſage, and walt de- 
ſerves our moſt ſerious attention: For, it 
contains the ſtrongeſt recommendation af re- 
ligious converſation. The true ſeryapts: of 
the livin g God are here repreſented as, ſpeak- 
ing. often one to another concerning their 
ſpiritual concerns. Thus it was formerly, 
and ſo it is now: For, there is no greater 
pleaſure to real chriſtians than to ſpeak of the 
great things which God has done for their 
fouls, in bringing them out of the groſs dark- 
neſs of their natural ſtate, into the maryel- 
lous light of the goſpel, and in turning them 
from the power of Satan, unto. God. To ſuch 
converſation concerning chriftian Experience, 
the Lord is here ſaid to hearken; that is, to 
regard it with peculiar pleaſure; and not only 
to bearken, but to keep a book of remem- 
brance of it, which implies, that the Al- 


mighty will atways remember ſuch pious 


diſcourſe, to the honor and comfort of his 
faithful ſervants: Nay, he will eminently 
diſtinguith fuch perſons at the great day of 
univerfal retribution : They ſhall be mine 
faith the Lord of Hoſts, in = day when 1 
make up my jewels; that is, I will ſelect 
them for my peculiar treaſure; I will honor 
aud regard them as my own choſen people.— 


Such 
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Such are the. great and gracious promiſes 


which are made to all real chriſtians, whoſe 


converſation 1 is ſuch as becometh the go! pel. 
See then, my brethren, that ye walk cir- 
cumſpectly, not as fools, but as wiſe : Re- 
deeming the time becauſe the days are evil.— 
Have no fellowſhip either with the unfruitful 
words, or works of darkneſs, but rather re- 
prove them.——Put on the whole armour of 
God, that ye may be able to ſtand againſt the 
wiles of the devil.—Reſiſt the devil, and he 
will flee from you.—Stand, therefore, having 
your loins girt about with truth, and having 
on the breaſt-plate of righteouſneſs, and your 


feet ſhod with the preparation of the goſpel of 


peace.— Above all taking the: ſhield. of faith, 


wherewith ye ſhall be able to quench all the 


fiery darts of the wicked. And take the hel- 
met of ſalvation, and the ſword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. —Praying always 
with all prayer and ſupplication in the Spirit, 
and watching thereunto with all perſeverance 
Phil. vi. 10, 19. Then will you find, to 
your unſpeakable comfort, that, as you grow 
in years, you will grow in grace too, and in 


the knowledge of your Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt.— Vou will experience more and more 


the real comforts of true religion, for you 


U 2 wil 


W (WJ: 
will be filled with all joy and peace in be- 
lieving; and with all the fulueſs of God, 


In ſhort, you will be ripening for glory az 
you approach the grave; and when your 
earthly tabernacles are diſſolved, you ſhall 
have a building of God, an houſe not made 


with hands, eternal in the heavens, 


( 5p 9) 


8ECT ION XI. 


of Sers. Ex aua rox. 


HE neceſſity of Gicnaminativn ariſes 
from the inſeparable connection which 
it hath with a right knowledge of ourſelves, 
Beſides, God has expreſſly enjoined us to con- 
ſider our ways; and to what end, but that we 
ſhould aſcertain the true ſtate of our ſouls, 
repent of our fins, and return unto him thro? 
Chriſt. p 
He that would thrive in his neil 
affairs, muſt frequently look into them, con- 
fider wherein he has acted imprudently, and 
carefully avoid ſuch imprudence for the fu- 
ture: In like manner, he that would proſper 
in his ſpiritual concerns, muſt often enquire 
into the ſtate of his own ſoul, with reſpect 
to God, his neighbor, and himſelf, This 
enquiry may be reduced to two heads: 1ſt, 
Concerning the ſpiritual ſtate: 2dly, Con- 
e- g his life and converſation. 1ſt, He 
examine whether he is born again, not 
unly of water, but of the Spirit too; that is, 
Whether he is brought by the Spirit of God 
gut of a ae of nature, into a ſtate of grace. 
Unleſs 


( 158 ) 

Unleſs we haye experienced this divine change, 
the moſt ſcrupulous obſervance of all the ex- 
ternals and circumſtantials of religion will 
avail nothing: This is very plainly taught us 
by our bleſſed Lord and the apoſtle St. Patil: 
The former tells us, that, “ except a man be 
born again, he cannot ſee the kingdom of 
« God ;” the latter aſſures us, that, © in 
« Chriſt Jeſus neither circumciſion availeth 
any thing, nor uncircumciſion, but a new 
« creature.” Now, when our Lord exptefily 
declares, that we muſt be born again, he 
certainly means that our corrupt nature muſt 
be renewed and changed by the holy Spirit of 
God; without the experience of which great 
and important change, we are yet in our ſins: 
Nay, we are at this moment in a carnal ſtate; 
deſtitute of the Spirit of Chriſt, and ſubject to 
the dreadful vengeance of an offended God. 

The word of God aſſures us, moteover, 
that they who are in the fleſh; that is, in their 
natural ſtate, cannot pleaſe God: Nay, fo far 
from it, that the very temper and difpofition 
of every unrenewed man, are moſt oppoſite to 
the Supreme Being: The carnal mind is en- 
mity againſt God: It ſtirs up a moſt bitter 
oppoſition againſt divine things, which no- 
ies can remove but the all- fufficient wm 
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of God in Jeſus Chriſt. Indeed, — man is 


by nature thapen 1 in iniquity, and conceived 


in fin, it is impoſſible that he can truly love 


the all-purg and immaculate author of his 


being. Light: and darkneſs are not more 
oppoſite than fin and holineſs ; and therefore, 


though the light of the goſpel ſhines ſo glo- 


nouſſy in our land; yet, we fee, alas! too 
many love darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 
their deeds are evil. The heart of man is by 
nature deceitful above all things, and deſpe- 
ntely. wicked; and what can be the product 
of a deceitful and wicked heart, but deceit 


and wickedneſs? This melancholy fact is 
confirmed, not only by daily experience, but. 
alſo by the-teſtimony of Him who is the 


faithful and true witneſs:—“ Out of the 
& heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adul- 
« teries, thefts, falſe - witneſs, blaſphemy, 


+ pride, fooliſhneſs.” Such are the accurſed 


fruits of our original depravity; and if fo, it 
is ſurely our bounden duty and intereſt, to 
pray earneſtly and diligently for the Holy 
Spirit of God, that we 7 die unto _ and 
live unto God. 


The inward- and foitiruas' grace in haps | 


tiſm, is, as we are taught by our church, 
a death unto fin, and a new birth unto 
righteouſneſs; 


real nn, and muſty if they die unrenew- 
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righteouſneſs ; and unleſs: we partake of this 
Inward and ſpiritual grace, it is certain that 
the outward fign will profit us nothing. The 
form of godlineſs cannot avail us, if we are 
deſtitute of the power theteof ; it 1s a matter, 
: therefore, of the utmoſt importance for you 
"wo! enquire into the true ſtate of your own 
ſouls: . The apoſtle expreſſly. enjoins you to 


do ſo; and I am ſure if you have any true 

regard for your own falvation, you will care- 
fully obſerve his injunction , to examine 
F. yourſelves whether ye be in the faith, and 
to prove your own ſelyes.” —Aſk yourſelves 
therefore, as in the preſence of God, whether 

ou are now in a ſtate of nature, or in a ſtate 
of grace? Whether you are either in a natu- 
ral and unregenerate ſtate, blind td the things 


of God, and dead in treſpaſſes and ſins; or; 


whether you are regenerate, and transforms 
ed by the renewing of your mind.” Nico- 
demus though a maſter; or teacher 1 in Iſrael; 
was totally ignorant of the new birth unto 

righteouſneſs and there are too many, it is 


to be feared, at this day who are called chriſ- 


tians, and yet neither know nor care about it. 
Alt is certain, however, that all ſuch are yet 
in their ſins; they are only nominal, net 


ed, 


0 mY | : 


TH and unchibged - periſh for ever. Take 
heed, therefore, that ye be not deceived. 
Between an holy God, aud an unholy ſoul; 
there can ſubſiſt no. communion; and fines 
all are unclean and impure, both by nature 
and practice, all ſhould earneſtly pray for, and 

diligently ſeek after the holy Spirit of God, 
whoſe peculiar office it is, to renew and 
ar ſanctify the elect people of God. To do 
this you have tlie greateſt encouragement, 
ſince our heavenly. Father has expreſſly pro- 
miſed, that he will give his holy Spirit to 
them that aſk it. This is a moſt comfortable 


[| aflurance; and lays ſuch a firm foundation for 


the prayer of faith, as nothing can ſhake or 
remove. Should you find upon enquiry; 
therefore, that you are yet unconverted, there 
is no reaſon why you ſhould deſpair: but the 
preateſt reaſon why, you ſhould inſtantly re 

ſolve to reſt no longer in fo dreadful a Qt 
but earneſtly ſeek after the ſacred influences 
of Divine Grace, which are ſo fully and freely 
promiſed to you in the goſpel: : Let me ad- 
viſe you, therefore, as ſoon. as you are in- 
wardly convinced that you are. ſtill in your 
natural ſtate, immediately to retire into your 
chamber, and there commune with your own 
* by ſelf- examination; ſeriouſly reflect on 
SJ your 
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| your miſerable condition; meditate attentively 

on theſe words: Ve muft be born again ;" 

and then plead in faith, by earneſt and hum- 
ble prayer for the gift of God's holy Spirit, 
Purſue this method, and you will ſoon per- 
ceive an evident and great change: God is 
more ready to hear than we to pray, and is 
wont to give more than either we deſire or de- 
ſerve; and if we draw nigh unto him, he will 
draw nigh unto us: Thouſands know this by 
happy experience. May you too be enabled by 
the Spirit of God, to know it for yourſelf, and 
then you will be ready to ſet to your ſeal that 
God is true. He cannot deceive us with vain 
hopes, and if we have not his holy Spirit, it 
is becauſe we do not ſeek after it in the way he 
has appointed; that is, through faith, and in 
earneſt, fervent, and humble prayer. Ak, 
therefore, for the influences of the comforter, 
in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, and they ſhall 
_ doubtleſs be given you; ſeek, and ye ſhall 
find; knock, and it ſhall be opened-unto you. 
And obſerve, for your encouragement, the 
following declaration: Every one that aſketh, 
receiveth; and he that ſeeketh, findeth; and 
to him that knocketh it ſhall be opened. — 
Make, therefore, the experiment in the way 


before directed: N irt for, and then in 
| faith; 5 
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faith 3. plead this bleſſed promiſe with earneſt- 
neſs. and perſeverance, and be aſſured you ſhall 
not be ſent empty away. Remember, that 
heaven and earth ſhall ſooner paſs away, than 
one jot or tittle of God's word can fail. Seek-= - 
ing, therefore, earneſtly. and diligently in this. 
manner, you will moſt aſſuredly receive the 
holy Spirit of God. And when this divine 
Comforter takes poſſeſſion of, your ſoul, you 
will ſoon find a moſt wonderful. eee 
The eyes of your underſtanding will then be 
enlightened to know God, and to know your- 
ſelf. You will then perceive that God is an 
infinite, eternal, and incomprehenſible Spirit; 
and that he has all perfections in and of him- 
ſelf, With. -eſpedk u to yourſelf, you will diſ- 
cern that you are by nature a child of wrath, 
by practice a child of diſobedience, and there- 
fore juſtly liable to the Divine vengeance. 
When you have been deeply convinced both 


of your original and actual, depravity, the 
Comforter will then take of the things of. 


Chriſt, and ſhew them unto you; and you 
will hereby clearly, know the ineſtimable 
bleſſings which are freely given you of God 


an Chriſt, You will perceive, what before 
you were totally ignorant of: that Chriſt is. 


of God, made unto you wiſdom, righteouſ- 
$f | > 35 nel 


( 264 3 

poſs ſanctification, and redemption—1 Cor. i. 

When the Spirit of God takes poſſeſſion 
5K your ſoul, he will not only remove your 
natural blindneſs and ignorance, reſpecting 
divine things, but he will likewiſe rectify and 
| change your crooked and perverſe will. God's 
people are made a willing people in the day of 
his power. The mind of every true chriſtian 
1s regulated according to the 'rule of God's 
word, and brought into a conformity to the 
Divine will ; and when this is the caſe, he 
can truly ſay to God, Not my will, but thing 
be done. . Hence there follows too, a great 
change in the affections of the ſoul: They are 
no longer enſlaved by the things of time and 
| ſenſe, but are fully and firmly fixed on the 
great and glorious God, and on his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt whom he has ſent. _ 
When the Believer has once acquired a true 
| heart-felt ſenſe of God's unſpeakable love to 
him, through Chriſt, in the great work of 
redemption : When he ſees the inexpreſſible 
kindneſs and compaſſion of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in redeeming him from all iniquity, 
and delivering him from eternal condemna- 
tion, the ſure and certain conſequence of this 
conviction, is love unfeigned, together with 
e obedience. We love him, ſays the 


apoſtle, 
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apoſtle, becauſe 0 firſt loved us: To all who 
thus know, and believe in the Lord Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, he is precious indeed; he is the faireſt 


among ten thouſand, and altogether lovely. 
When this renovating change has taken place 


in the ſoul of a real chriſtian, it will infallib- 


ly produce a great and ſuitable change in his 
life and converſation. This: is the ſecond 
point to be enquired into by every one who 
is in earneſt about his ſalvation ; namely, 
whether his life and converſation are ſuch as 
are agreeable to the goſpel of Chriſt ; if they 


are, he may be very certain that he is born of | 


God, and is paſſed from death unto life; if 


they are not, his religion is nothing but de- 


luſion, and will anſwer no other end but to 


deceive himſelf and ruin his own ſoul. A 


good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit.— 
When, therefore, the heart is cleanſed from 


its pollutions, by the holy Spirit of God, and 


renewed by his ſanctifying influences, an ex- 
emplary and holy converſation is ſure to fol- 
low. When the tree is made good, its fruits 


will be good of courſe. Here then we have 
an infallible teſt to try the ſtate of our own 
fouls. Conſider ſeriouſly your own ways, and 
examine carefully into your manner of living: 
if your rien condition is changed, your 


life 
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life will be ſo too. There will neceſſarily be 


a change not only in your thoughts and ap- 
prehenſions, in your wills and deſires, but 
likewiſe in your companions, in your cuſtoms, 
and in the whole of your converſation. This 
change will be ſo great, that it will be diſ- 
cernible, not only by yourſelf, but evident to 
others: For, if you are truly converted, your 
light will ſo ſhine before men, that they may 
ſee your good works, and glorify your Fa- 
ther who is in heaven, Whilſt you were in 
your unconverted ſtate, you walked according 
to the courſe of this world, and were influ- 
'enced by that apoſtate ſpirit who now work- 
eth in the children of dſobedience; but now 
being under the conduct of the divine Spirit 
of God, you have your fruit unto holineſs, 
and the end will be everlaſting life. 

Sanctification or holineſs, both of heart and 
life, 1s a ſure evidence of real chriſtianity, and 
is a mark of our adoption into the family of 
heaven, and the houſhold of faith; try your- 


ſelf therefore, diligently, by the rule of God's 


word; examine whether it be your ſincere 
deſire, and hearty endeavour, through grace, 
to conform to its injunctions; for, remember, 
that without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord, If then you live in the wilful and 
5 | habitual 


| N 
habitual omiſſion of any known duty, or the 
wilful and habitual commiſſion of any known 
fin, it is then certain, that you are the ſlave of 
Satan, and not the Son of God. He that 
wilfully committeth fin, is of the devil, what - 
ever he may pretend; but he that is born of 
God, ſinneth not habitually, neither can he, 
becauſe the Spirit of God governs his heart. 

Vou may learn then, from what has been 
advanced, the neceſſity and importance of. 
the great duty of ſelf-examination. It is ſo 
neceſſary, that unleſs you frequently uſe it, 
you can never know the true ſtate of your 


R ſouls; and fo important, that if you negle& 
v it, your negligence of it will be puniſhed, if 
t you repent not, with death eternal -a moſt 


„ awful conſideration this May we all duly 
conſider it, and fo judge ourſelves here, that 
we may not finally be judged ; that is, con- 
demned of the Lord for ever. 


The duty of ſelf-examination ought to be 
our daily practice; we ought every day to be 
ſeriouſly enquiring how matters ſtand betwixt 
God and our ſouls. In a more particular 
manner it is enjoined, before we approach the 
holy table of the Lord. This is the apoſtle's —- 
expreſs command: Let a man examine 

« himſelf, 
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hk bimaſls ind fo let hint eat f that bread] 
„and drink of that cup.“ Our church, in 
conformity to this injunCtion; exprefily re\ 


quires her members to do ſo; and clearly ſtates 


the particulars in which this examination 


ſhould confiſt. It is required of all thoſe 


who purpoſe” to receive the holy ſacrament} 
to examine themſelves whether they repent 
them truly of their former fins; ſtedfaſtly 
purpoſing to lead a new life; whether they 
have @ lively faith in God's mercies, through 
Chriſt, with a thankfal remembrance of his 
death, and are in charity with all men- 

As the ſeaſon of the Lord's ſupper now 
approacheth, I earneſtly entreat all who intend 
to partake of it, Pars and ſerioufly to con- 
ſider theſe moſt important points. Search 
and try your own ways diligently, that you 
nay truly repent of all you have done amiſs, 
and turn again to the Lord. If you neglect 
or diſregard this advice, and go on in a trifling, 
carelefs and unthinking way, you muſt ſurely 
ſuffer for it. God is a Seareher of hearts, and 
cannot be impoſed upon by mere pretences: 
Hie poſſtively requires and inſiſts upon the 
heart; and unleſs this be given up to him to 
be renewed by the Spirit of Chriſt, and cleanſ- 
ed by his blood, all is vain.” God is a Spirit, 


and 


il egg eu ek A mags. 
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and they that worſhip him muſt * 125 | 


in ſpirit and in truth. Bodily exerciſe 3 


eth nothing, without the devotion of the 
heart; and the moſt pompous externals of 


religion wall ſurely be rejected by him, unleſs 
in our attendance on them, we are actuated 
by a principle of genuine. love to God, of faith 


in the Redeemer, and univerſal benevolence | 


of our fellow-creatures for his ſake. Conſider 
ſeriouſly what has been ſaid, and may God 
enable you all, by his Spirit, for the ſake of 


Jeſus Chriſt, duly to profit by it! 
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| 4 . Bernneut of the Lord's » upper was 
IJ ordained by our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
to keep up the remembrance of his death and 
paſſion, and to feat to his faithful followers, 
all the benefits flowing therefrom. The night 
m which he was betrayed, he took bread, and 
when he had bleſſed, he brake it, and gave 
to his diſciples, ſaying, Take, eat this is my 
body, which is given for you: Likewiſe, 
after ſupper, he took the cup, and when he 
had given thanks; he gave it to them, ſaying, 
Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of 
the new teſtament which 1s ſhed for you, and 
for many, for the remiſſion of ſins; do this as 
oft as ye ſhall drink it in remembrance of me. 
uch is the account which we find in ſcrip- 
ture, concerning the mſtitution of the holy 
facrament; and in conformity to this account, 
our church tells us, that the ſacrament of 
| tht Lord's ſupper was ordained for the conti- 
nual remembrance of the ſacrifice of the death 
of Chriſt, and of the benefits which we re- 
_ carve thereby. Our bleſſed Lord knew per- 
| fealy 
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fealy what was in man ; he knew the depra: | 


yity and deceit: of the human heart; the 
careleſſneſs and ingratitude of mankind, and 


how apt they are to forget even their God 


and Saviour; their greateſt Friend, and kind- 
eſt Benefaftor,——He appointed this ſacred 


ordinance, therefore, gut of pure love to our 


ſouls, to remind us of our immenſe obliga- 


tions to him for laying down his life for us. 


If we conſider the dreadful ſtate of man after 
the fall of Adam, we ſhall ſoon be convinced 


of the great need he had of a Saviour, and of the 
ineſtimable blefling of redemption. ' As ſoon 
as our firſt parents had tranſgreſſed the Divine 
Commandment by eating the forbidden fruit, 


they forfeited, the Divine Favour, and became 
ſubject to the dreadful ſentence throtenad to. 


his diſobedience : In the day that thou eateſt 
thereof, thou ſhalt, ſurely 4 This ſentence 


implied not only the dead of the body by the 


loſs of life, but likewiſe the death of the ſoul 


by the loſs of God s Image, together with the 
death of both body and foul together, by eter- 


nal puniſhment 1 in hell. 
Such was the 1 import of the Divine threat- 


ening, as clearly appears by various paſſages | 


in the word of God; nor did our firſt parent 


injure himſelf alone by his diſobedience : No, 
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te ruined not only himſelf, but alſo his 


of 


ſterity. He was the repreſentative and root 
all mankind; and it is certain that they 


Finned in him, and fell with him 1 in his firſt 
tranſgreſſion. N 


Thus we are told, that 1 in Adam all as : 


and that, by the offence of one, (that 1 1s, of 
Adam) judgment came upon all men to con- 


demnation. 


Indeed, the dreadful conſe- 


quences of Adam s fall, are found by woeful 
experience, to extend to all his. deſcendants at 
this day. Hence it is that our underſtandings 
are ſo wretchedly darkened reſpeQing Divine 


tr 


uths; our wills ſo crooked and perverſe ; 


our 0" PERS ſo alineated from God, and the 
things of God, and ſo rivetted to the world. 
In ſhort, hence i It 18 that we are all ſo wretch- 


edly prone to evil, and averſe to good. And 


if ſuch is our natural ſtate, what great and 
* need hade we for a Saviour, to 
fulfil the law for us, to. redeem us from its 


be 


readful curſe, and to bring us into a ſtate of 


grace and favour with God ? And how grate- 
= ſhould we remember, how frequently 


nd thankfully ſhould we tell of all the wond- 


rous works which our Redeemer has perform- 


ed for u us men, and for our ſalvation ? 
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1 he outward part, or ſign of the Lord's 
ſupper, is bread and wine, which the Lord 


hath commanded to be. received. This evi- 


dently appears by the form of inſtitution al- 
ready mentioned; and the outward part, or 
thing ſignified, is the body and blood of 
Chriſt, which are ſpiritually taken, and re- 
ceived by the faithful in the Lord's ſupper ; 


that is, all who rightly receive this holy ſa- 


crament, with a true penitent heart, and with 
a lively faith, do partake of that great ſacri- 
fice which our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift 
offered up on the croſs for the ſins of the 


whole world, and of all the benefits which he 


thereby purchaſed, in order to the pardon of 
their fins, the juſtification and ſanctification 
of their perſons, and their complete ſalvation. 
The benefits then, whereof we are partakers, 
are very many and great; for, as our church 
informs us, our ſouls are hereby ſtrengthen- 
ed and refreſhed by the body and blood of 
Chriſt, as our. bodies are by the bread and 
wine. As the elements of bread and wine 
convey vital nouriſhment and ſtrength to the 
body, ſo when we receive Chriſt in the Lord's 
ſupper, we derive from him ſpiritual ſtrength 


to. renew the combat againſt our ſpiritual 


enemies; ; 


_— 


.<& 134 } 


_ enemies; to grow in grace, and to triumph 


againſt the world, the fleſh, and the devil. 
If we would know what are the requiſites 


for adue participation « of this ſacred feaſt, our 
church has very clearly : and fully informed all 
her members: They axe required to exarnine 


themſelves whether they repent t them truly of 


their former ſins, and Redfaſtly purpoſe to 
lead a new life ; ; whether they, have a lively 


faith in God's mercies through Chriſt, with 

a thankful remembrance of his death ; and 

whether they are in charity with all men. 
Let us briefly examine' theſe particulars : 


iſt, He that intends to approach the Lord's 
table, muſt carefully examine himſelf whether 
he repents truly of his former {ins ; that! is, 
whether he is deeply ſenſible both of his ori- 
| ginal and actual fins : For, unleſs he l is fully 
convinced by the holy Spirit of God, of his 
own blindneſs and unwarthineſs, he never can 
nor will earneſtly ſeek after Jeſus Chriſt, who 


is the great | phyſician of ſouls. Indeed, a true. 


repentance implies neither more nor leſs than 


an heart-felt ſorrow for fin, a perfect hatred 
of it, together with a firm and full reſolution 


(through the power of God's grace) of entire- 


ly forſaking it. But, let us remember, that 
this repentance is not the work of man; it is 
£2 not 


C 95 ) 
hot-attainable by the exerciſe of any of our 
natural faculties and powers : but it is the free 
gift of our God and Saviour, who is exalted to 


de a Prince and a Saviour; and obſerve; for 
what end: To give repentance to Iſrael; and 
remiſſion of fins. Seek it, therefore, in ear- 


neſt and humble prayer, aud the Lord wilt 
moſt aſſuredly give it you, Then will you 
have the firſt great requiſite for a due approach 
to the Lord's table. 

2. The ſecond thing required, is a ſteadfaſt 
purpoſe to lead a new life. This is inſepa- 
rably connected with the former: Indeed, it 
is impoſſible to repent truly of our former 


fins, without ſtedfaffly purpoſing to lead a je 


new life, All who are truly penitent, may 
juſtly ſay in the words of our excellent 
church, that the remembrance of their 
“ fins is grievous unto them, and the burden 
of them is intolerable.” lt is impoſſible, 
then, for any perſon who repeats this humble 
confeſſion, from the heart, to think of con- 
tinuing in any known fin ? Surely it is not! 
On the contrary, he preſents himſelf, his 
ſoul, and body, to be a reaſonable, holy, and 
hvely ſacrifice unto God: How then can he 
wilfully do any 1 and ſin againſt 
him? It cannot be. 
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3: A chird 1 to a due participation 
8 bf the Lord's ſupper, is a lively faith in God's 


mercies through Chriſt. This faith is alſq 


wrought in us by the power of God: For, it 
is expreſſly called in ſcripture, * faith of the 
«© operation of God;“ and it is his gracious 
and free gift. This genuine and true faith .1s 
very different from what uſually paſſes under 


this name.; namely, the faith of education and 
cuſtom : The former is lively and active, and 
produces a moſt plentiful increaſe .of 

works; the latter is dead. and ineffectual, and 
entirely deſtitute of the life and power of godli- 
neſs. The former worketh by love, aud. pro- 
duces the good fruits of the Spirit the latter 
is barren and unprofitable ; it is like the faith 
of devils, who believe and tremble, but are 
entirely deſtitute of all good.” You ſee then, 


- what a great and amazing; difference there is 
betwixt a true and a falſe faith: They are as 
oppoſite as light and darkneſs; as life and 


death. Examine yourſelf, therefore, whether 


you are in the faith; prove your own felves. 


In ſhort, a true faith; in Chriſt, implies a live- 


ly and active dependence on the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, to receive from him: wiſdom, to en- 


lighten our dark underſtandings; righteouſ- 
: JO * to juſtify our guilty 1 ſanctifica- 
| tion, 


691 


tion, or real holinefs both in heart and 1 


together with redemption, which includes af 


exemption, both from the guilt and the pow- 


er of ſin, together with advancement to eter- 


nal happineſs. Happy are the people who 


are in fuch a caſe; yea, bleffed are all ſuch 
people; for, they and they only have the 
Lord for their God: 

4. A fourth requiſite to 5 due participation 
of the Lord's ſupper, is a thankful remem- 


bratice of his death And ſure; if we refle& 


on our original guilt and actual tranſgreſſions, 
and ſeriouſly conſider the dreadful vengeance 
which is due to us on this account, we cannot 
but diſcern our infinite need of a Saviour, and 
our own unſpeakable obligations to Chriſt for 
dying to redeem, us. 

If God had not provided an all- ſufficient 
Saviour for fallen man, we all muſt have been 
miſerable for ever. This conſideration alone 
will be ſufficient (if we have the leaſt ſpark 
of grace) to fill our ſouls with the moſt ardent 


gratitude to God the Father, Son, and Holy 


Ghoſt, for the ineſtimable bleſſing of redemp- 
tion, by the death and paſſion of our Saviour 


Chriſt. This holy gratitude will be in a great 


meaſute its own reward; for, all who oY; 
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it know by happy experience, that it is indeed; 
a.joyful and pleaſant thing to be thankful. 
5. A fifth requiſite to a due receiving of the 

Lord's ſupper, is to be in charity with all 
men. It is the expreſs commandment of 
Jeſus Chriſt, that we ſhould love one another; 
and unleſs we do ſo he will not own us as his 


. diſciples. It is indiſpenſably neceflary there- 


fore, that the receivers of the holy communion 
ſhould be in charity with all men, becauſe it 
is a feaſt of love, and a communion of chriſ- 
tians one with another, and ſignifies their 
conjunction in one ſpiritual body; that is, in 
the church, which is the body of Chriſt, of 
which He is the Head. 

Jo be in charity with all men, is to forgive 
all men their offences againſt us, as ſincerely 
as we ourſelves deſire to be forgiven by God: 
It is to pray to God to forgive them in the 
fame manner, and be ready to do them all the 
offices of humanity and charity, (which are 
reaſonable in themſelves, and conſiſtent with 
our duties in life) as heartily as if they never 
offended us. We never can approve ourfelves 
as the children of our heavenly Father, and 
the diſciples of the compatſonate Redeemer, 
tinleſs we have unfeigned love one towards 
another. God is love, and every one that 

f | 18 


( 270 
is hor of God abideth in love. In ſhort, love. 
1s the fulfilling of the law, and by this we 


kave an infallible token that we have paſſed. 


from death unto life, if we er love 
the brethren. | 


The requiſites for a due approach to the 


Lord's table, then, are true repentance, a 


ſteadfaſt purpoſe of new obedience, a lively 
faith in God's mercies thro'-Chriſt, a thank- 


ful remembrance of his death, and- charity 
with all men. 


| Examine carefully whether you are poſ- 


ſeſſed of theſe requiſites; if you are, then 
may you ſafely approach the Lord's table, 
and will find the greateſt comfort in ſs doing; 
if you are not, reſt no longer in ſo dangerous: 


a condition, but earneſtly ſeek the Lord -whilſt 


he may be found, and call upon him whilſt 


he is near; then ſhall you aſſuredly know, if, 


you follow on to know the Lord ; draw right. 
unto, God in humble and fervent prayer, and 


he will certainly draw nigh unto you. The 


holy Spirit of God will convince you of your. 
ſins, and make you. truly humble for them; 


and then will you come as ſinners weary and- 


heavy laden to Jeſus. Chriſt, who is the great 
Shepherd - and Biſhop of our fouls. © When 


os conviction 1 is truly wrought i in your ſouls, 
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. 9 you have a firm faith in Chriſt, and # 


faith, than your bodies can be ſupported with- 


6 mY * 


true hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, 


vou will then be deſirous to wn the 


Lor d's table. 5 
This is the indiſpenſable 1 of every 
chriſtian; C hriſt expreſſly commands it: Do 


this, ſays he, in remembrance of me—no 
words can be plainer than theſe; they call for 
no comment; they require no explanation. 
And yet, alas ! how ſhamefully is this holy 


ordinance neglected by many among us? As 


5 totally neglected as if there were no ſuch 
' command-1n the bible. I requeſt, however, 


that you will moſt ſcriouſly conſider the dread- 


ful ſituation which your ſouls are in by this 


criminal negle&. You hereby deſpite the 
ſymbols of that ipiritual nouriſhment which 
your God and Saviour has provided for his 


| people; you trample under foot the riches of 


Divine grace; you wilfully diſobey your 
Lord's plain, and poſitive, nay, his dying 
command. How then can you- eſcape the ſe- 


5 vereſt condemnation, if you continue in your 
diſobedience, and wilfully neglect ſo great 


ſalvation? Chriſt 1 1s the bread of life, and 
your ſouls can no more be ſupported without 
an intereſt in him, and union with him by 


out 


Tt) 


the. fleſh of the Son of man, and drink His 
blood, ye have no life in you.——lt is true, 


theſe words were ſpoken before the holy ſa- 


crament of the Lord's ſypper was inſtituted; 
yet, you may clearly learn from them, that 
unleſs you feed on Chriſt, by the exerciſe of 


a true and ſpiritual faith, though your bodies 


are healthy and ſtrong, yet that your ſouls are 
deſtitute of all trye and ſpiritual life, and myſt 
abide and continue under the power of dark- 
neſs, and the dominion both of ſpiritual and 
eternal death. Indeed, we are all depraved 


by nature, and dead in treſpaſles 1 ſins; 


Chriſt, therefore, muſt purify our corrupt 


nature, and renew our wicked hearts by the 
ſandtifying influences of his holy Spirit, be- 


fore we can either know or perform the things 
which belong to our eternal peace. The. in- 
fluences of this Spirit are uſually vouchſafed 
to chriſtians whilſt they are under the means 
of grace. The ordinance of the Lord's ſupper 


is one of the chief of theſe means, and there- 


fore, in the name of the moſt high God, I 
moſt ſolemnly conjure and charge you not to 
negle& it.—Remember, if you do not uſe the 


means of Regen, you cannot hope to obtain 


the 


mes food ;-nay, the Redbamer: wy 
= folemaly aſſured you, that except ye eat 
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the end which i is the ſalvation of your ſouls ; 
on the contrary, you have the greateſt reaſon 
to expect, that if you thus wilfully diſobey 
your Lord's dying command, turn your back 
on his ſacred table, and are, as it were, aſham- 
ed of him, that he, in the hour of death, and 
in the day of judgment, will diſown and con- 
demn you; that he will be aſhamed of you ; 
and that he will laugh at your calamity; and 
mock when your fear- cometh. - Theſe are 
awful conſiderations ; may you all inſtantly 
attend to them ! for, they ate as true as they 
are awful. It is true you may, like the Jews 
of old, (when invited to the marriage feaſt of 
the King's ſon) amuſe yourſelves, arid deceive 
others with vain excuſes ; but remember, 
and well conſider the dteadful iſſue: None of 
thoſe deſpiſers of God's Son were permitted to 
ſhare in the bleſſings of the goſpel; as cer- 


tainly will you be excluded from the ſalvation 


which Chriſt has purchaſed for ſinners, if you 
wilfully continue to diſobey his dying com- 
mand. Conſider in time what plea you can 
make at the judgment - ſeat of Chriſt, for your 


criminal omiſſion. What will you; nay, 


what can you urge in defence of this ſhame- 
ful negle& ? - You cannot ſay that you do not 
know it 18 your. duty, for the bible tells you 

moſt 


cc) 


moſt plainly that it is.— 


pariſh, you have, at leaſt, a monthly oppor- 


tunity of approaching the Lord's table. Vou 
cannot plead that you want inſtruction con- 

cerning the nature of it; for, if you can read, 
there is in this favoured land, a variety of 
excellent treatiſes on the ſubje& : But, if you 


cannot read, and wiſh to be inſtructed; or 
are under any particular doubts or ſcruples 
reſpecting it; I deſire and entreat you will 


come to me, and I wilt faithfully endeavour - 
(by the Divine aſſiſtance) to inform the igno- 
rance of ſuch as are uninſtructed, and to 
fatisfy the doubts, and remove the ſcruples of 
ſuch as are weak or wavering,—This is my 


bounden duty, as your paſtor, and I truft, that 


I can appeal to the Searcher of hearts, and 


truly fay, that I am willing and deſirous to 
diſcharge it. Remember, that wiltul igno- 
tance is as certainly a grievous ſin, as wilful 
lying, ſwearing, drunkenneſs, or ſabbath- 


breaking, and ſuch ignorance will, if you 


continue in it, be certainly fatal to your fouls. 
My people, ſays God, are deſtroyed for lack 
of knowledge. And if your ſouls are in dan- 
ger of eternal deſtruction, through want of 


fpiritual knowledge, will you, dare you to 


trifle 
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that you want opportunity; for, in this 
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title ſtill, and continue any longer in this 


finful and dangerous condition ? God forbid ! 
I am fure, if you have a true regard for yout 
fouls, you will in alt doubtful caſes, be glad 
to fea. the law at your paſtor's mouth, and 


you will never be eaſy in a dark and heatkien.- 


ifh ſtate 5 on the contrary; you will call ear- 
neſtly and faithfully upon God, for the affiſt - 
ance of his grace, that you may awake from 
your ſpiritual ſlumbers, and arife from the 


death of fin, unto the life of righteouſneſs; 
- when Chriſt ſhall give you light: Then will 


you find, as thoufands have done before 5 you, 
that in a due uſe of the means of grace, yo 

ſhall be made partakers of the hope of 5a 
Chriſt, the true Sun of Righteouſnefs, will 
ariſe, and ſhine into your benighted fouls, 
with healing in his wings; he will remove 
your fpiritual maladies, and by his divine 
ordinances, and teachings, will gently and 
fafely lead you in the way wherein you ſhould 
zo. In Ang he will guide you with his 


_ counſel es and will hereafter receive you 


s xcrfox 


Y 
ab 
7 b Feen 


berlox xv. 


54 
4 fo 


Xxiii. yo have a particular account of the 
order and manner of doing this. On this ſo- 


lemn day the people lamented; and mourned; 


wept and bewailed' their former fins; "aa Te 


whoſoever did not bumble his ſoul, bob 


his fins, and abſtain from alt food until the | 
evening, that ſoul, faith the Almighty, all 
be deſtroyed from among my people. It does 


not appear that Moſes ordained any days of 


public fafting, more than the day before 
named; it is certain, however, that the Jews | 
bad more times of faſting : Theſe are menti- 
oned in Zechariah viii. viz. The faſt of the S 
fourth month, the faſt of the fifth, the 
faſt of the ſeventh, and the faſt of the tenth. 
However, ſince it does not clearl 4 appear in 
it is to be 
C Og 


= Fong when they were inflirute 
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E duty of faſting was aber enjoin- 5 
"+ Jews by the Almighty, in the 
old teſtament. The children of Hrael were 
commanded to keep the tenth day of the 5th 
month, which was the great day of atone- 
| ment, as a ſolemn fiſt. In Leviticus xvi. 
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; W chat they were obſerved among the 
Jews, by the appointm t of their. governors, 
and were rather to be ak 1 as à mitter of 
voluntary humiliation, and Helfe Genial, than 
of expreſs injunction. 
2 It may be preſumed, that i mM \confequencs-o! 
_ theſe general faſts, good men took occaſſon 


to. appoint to themſelves priyate faſts, at ſuch 


times as they were ſtruck. with a deep ſenſe 
of their fins, and. gave themſelves vp, to fer- 
_ - vent prayer, that it would pleaſe th e, 12 

mighty to avert his anger from, them. . 

a 855 of heart they expreſſed by: their ex- 


etnal behaviour ; they Pap. on. fack-cloth ; 

ſprinkled. ih ON, t ir. Heads, and lat, 
by proſtrats « on t Ne ground d. 3 

We hence learn i in 15755 manner. this Ga 


of es Was obſerved; under-the gewith « di 
penfation : Let us 5 
eſtabliſhed by; our bleſſed Lord i in the new 
. teſtament. Indeed, our Saviour bas tecom- 
mended this Aa both. by his precept and by 
bis. Example too. too. When the diſeiples of 
John, inſtigated by the Phariſees, came to 


conſider how it Was 


Chriſt with an, enſnariog” queſtion, Why his 


FN diſciples faſted not,  Gatimating, hereby. Thar 
1 5 whoſoever did not. faſt, Wag: not of G0d) Our 
15 F in alerts 0 don not ee 


Berne” deny 
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d e rell of this duty, but n 
cuſeth his diſciples from the immediate obferv- 
anos of it, becauſe He, the Bridegroom of his 
church, was then with them: Can the 

children of the bride · ehamber mourn as long 

as the Bridegroo is with them? But the 

days will come when the Bridegroom ſhall be 

taken from them, and then ſhall they faſt— 

Mart. ix. 15. In this text our Lord declares, 

that aftet his'remoyal i into glory, his diſciples, 

or the profeſſors of his religion, ſhould pracs 

tiſe the Duty of faſting, Nay, he not only 

' -enjoins this duty, but a lays down particeu 
Ut rules for the due bog. reg ml of it—Seq - | 

0 Matt. vi. 16, 1 7 18. 

: From hence it evidently appears, that faſts 

ing is a duty enjoined not only under the law, 

but likewiſe under the golpel, - And 1 hall 

now further obſerve, that 'our Lord has ins 


W ſtructed us to do fo by his own example. 

1 He for our fakes faſted forty days and forty FR 
* nights. It is certainly therefore, meet ana 
of right, and our bounden duty, that we ſhould 215 


all uſe ſuch W that the” e rer, | 7 
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us 
at 
UE and thie AGEs - This Will antes 
zer is recommended by the 28 of St, Paul, 
| e "who 
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"dd GEN” tells us, that he pn 12 his 
body, and brought it into ſubjection, leſt by 
any means when he had preached unto a | 
» bg himſelf ſhould be a caſt- away a 
Vou may learn then, from the 1 of 
oe the Jews, under the old teſtament, and our 
bleſſed Lord and his apoſtles i in the new, that 
the duty of faſting is generally neceſſary for 
all. 1 purpoſe, therefore, briefly to ſhew you | 
It, What are the. grounds, motives, and ar- 
guments to enforce. the duty: And, 2dly, 
The ends to which faſting is directed, that it 
may be a good Work, 8 to God, and 
e to ourſelves: Firſt let us enquize 
to the reaſons and uſes of falling. 50 
1. Firſt, It is a very natural expreſſion of 
0 ſorrow. | Indeed, it is uſual when perſons are 
in great grief, to negle& themſelves and loſe 
all xeliſh for their uſual refreſhments and com- 
„ This is a: common caſe, when under 
9 the preflure of temporal calamities, and the 
lame effect will, in general, be produced by 
ſpiritual diſtreſs, - For, when good men feel 
100 in themſelves, the. heavy burden of fin, ſee 
damnation to be the reward of i it, and behold 
With the eye of their mind the horror of hell, 
| they tremble, they quake, and are inwardly 
touched with. forrowtvlneſs of heart for their 
i offences, and cannot but accuſe theraſelves, 
and 


I : * 
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* thi their grief unto N God, 
and call upon him for mercy»: This 
done ſeriouſly, their mind is ſo occu 


partly with, ſorrow and heavineſs; "pane 


wWitk an earneſt defire to be e from 


this danger of hell and damnation, that all de- 
ſire of meat and drink is laid apart, and loath- 


ſomeneſs of all worldly things, and pleaſure 
cometh in place, ſo that nothing is more na- 


tural than to weep, to lament, to mourn, and 


both wich words and behaviour of body to 


ſhew. themſelves weary. of this life. Thus 
did David faſt when he made interceſſion to 
Almighty God, fot the child's life, begotten 
in adultery of Bathſheba, Uriah's wife. 


King Ahab faſted after this ſort, when it re⸗ 


pented him of murdering Naboth, bewailing 
his own finful doings. Such was the Nine- 
vites, faſt; brought to repentance by Jonah's 


preaching. When forty thouſand /'of the 


Iſraelites were ſlain in battle againſt the Ben- 
jamites, the ſcripture faith, all the children 
of Iſrael, and the whole multitude: of the 
people went to Bethel, and fat there weeping 
before the Lord, and faſted; all that day till 
night—YJudges xx. 80 did Daniel, Eſther, 
Nehemiah, and many others named in the 
ſcripture faſt (See the former part of the 
homily e faſting.) - | 
5 


aff 


wy 


4. Secondly, filling pee Grexongith of | 


revenge againſt. ourſelves, for our | former 
ſenſual indulgencies : Hereby. we acknow- 


edge ourſelves unworthy, not only of thoſe 


ſpiritual bleſfings which God beſtows on his 


b peculiar people, but Hkew¾iſe of the common 


neceſſaries of life. When we are once truly 


| eonvinced-of our unworthinels, we ſhall be 


ready to acknowledge” that we have forfeited 


dvery claim even to our daily bread; and that 
Tee are not worthy to receive even the leaſt of 
God's mercies on our own account. Such an 


humble fenſe of our own ſinfulneſs, is ſure 


td accompany a true religious aſt, and if wwe 


are deſtitute of this, though our faſting may 
ſecure to us the applauſe and commendation 
of men, yet it is ſure to be abhorred and 
rejected of God: For, whoſoever exalteth 


himſelf ſhall be abaſed, aud he that hum- 
wbleth himmſelf ſhall be exalted, Let us be 


careful, therefore, to take the prophet: Joel's 
advice, to rend our hearts, and not our gar- 
ments; that is, to offer to God on theſe 


Holen occaſions, the ſacrifice of a broken 
and contrite heart; our ſorrow muſt be in- 
Ward, and not in outward ſhew only. But 
above all it is requiſite that we earneſtly pray 


. to 
+ - cleanſe 
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cleanſe.our hearts from in, * then rel | 


our falting to its. proper ends. Theſe cnds 


remain yet to be conſidered : Firſt, that ws 


may reduce our. ſenſual ; appetites to the go- | 


vernment of IN 5 and reli EO 


Every pert 


* beten hs Kates of his reaſon, ad 


the cravings of bis appetites. This repug · 
nancy was introduced by the fall of our firſt 
parents, and can only be effectually ſubdued 
by the. mighty works of God's holy Spirit. 
Faſting. is however an excellent means to ef- 
ect this deſirable end; it withdraws that fuel 
to our vices, which indolence, luxury, and A 
fulneſs af. bread are apt to minifter;” ,..- 
A ſecond end of faſting is, that we.may-by 
more earneſt and fervent in prayer, —Luxuri- 
ous living, occafioning, an inaptitude to ſpiri- 
tual exerciſes, and our bodies, when replete 


with food, are often found a great clog to our 


ſouls. To remove theſe complaints, faſting 
is the proper remedy: Undigeſted' fumes are 
hereby carried off and the ſoul is rendered 
more active and ow in its adorn verde | 
heaven. fe | 

Hence it is that 1 we ſo often. find 4 faſt 
og. and Praga are: joined together in rr 

; wor 
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Sd & 8 as faſting qe A 
part of devotion on all EH ea occaſions. . 


When Moſes received the law; when Elijah | 


was admitted to a nearer approach to God, 
they both faſted for forty days; and our 
| bleſel Lord after his baptifm, vouchfafed to 
enter upon his prophetic office in the fame 
manner. It is certain that he had no failings 


to lament, no rebellious luſts to ſubdue: but, 


1 in theſe reſpects he could not, yet 
did he not diſdain, in the quality of a ſuppli- 
ant to his father, to faſt as our pattern.— 
We are informed too, in the acts of the apoſ- 


| tles, that the prophets and teachers that were 


in Antioch,” both faſted" and prayed before 


they ſent RY Paul and Barnabas to preach 


the goſpel; ſo did they when they commend- 
ed to God by their earneſt prayers the church- 


es that were at Antioch, N leonium, and 


Lyſtra—Avts xili. 14. 


Vou have now ſeen what are the due ends 
of faſting ;/ - and it is certain, that when this 


duty is rightly performed; when it is uſed 
with faith and prayer, it is truly acceptable 


unto God, as appears from our Lord's decla- 


ration to his diſciples, who aſked him, why 


they could not expel the evil ſpirit, which 
Dees taken e of a certain e who 
Was 
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Was brought unto Wag This kind, ſays ba 
goeth not out but by prayer and faſting : Iu- 
deed, the great efficacy of faſting, when right- 
ly performed, is very apparent, from divers 
facts recorded in holy ſcripture. When God 
had declared his vengeance againſt Ahab and 
his family, for murdering Naboth; and ſeiz- 


ing his vineyard, Ahab rent his clothes; and 
put ſack-cloth upon his fleſh, and fafed, and 


lay in fack-cloth, and went ſoftly : And the 
word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tiſhbite 
ſaying, ſeeſt thou how Ahab humbleth him- 
ſelf before me? Becauſe he humbleth him- 
ſelf before me; I will not bring the evil in his 
days; but in his ſon's days will I bring the 
evil upon his houſe—1 Kings xx1: 27, 28, 29. 
We have here a ſtriking evidence to the na- 
tute of that humiliation, which produces faſt- 
ing, and recommends the practice of it, with 
an humble and ſorrowful ſenfe of our own 
vileneſs, without which the external form 
cannot avail. 

We have another ſtrong recommendation 
in favour of it, in the caſe of the Ninevites: 
——— God had declared by his prophet Jonah; 
that the whole city of Nineveh ſhould be de- 
ſtroyed in . days. The People of Ninevell 

B b believed 
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elicred God, and proclaimed a falt, and put \ 
on en from the greateſt even to the 1 
leaſt of them. Obſerve now the happy con- a 
ſequence of this ſolemn humiliation ? God 


ſaw their works, that they turned from their * 
evil way; and God repented of the evil that tt 
he had ſaid that he would do unto them, and ir 
he did i it not—Fonah | ii. 10. You ſee then, 1 
that we have the greateſt encouragement given th 
us in ſcripture, to obſerve the duty of faſting. va 


In our public faſts let us uſe all poſſible ſo- a8 
lemnity in our private faſts all poſſible gr 
ſecrecy. Let us hate, abhor, and avoid the | 
pride and oftentation of the Phariſees, who in 
| faſted, and prayed, to be ſeen of men. If ju 
| like them we only ſeek the applauſe of the 
. world, in our religious performances, it is 
certain that we ſhall, like them too, be re- 
jected for our vanity and hypocriſy. Whilſt 
we are in this miſerable and uncertain ſtate, 
we muſt expect frequent calls to the exerciſe 
of ſolemu humiliation.— God ſometimes 
afflicts a whole nation for their ſins, with war, 
uith famine, and with peſtilence; with di- 
vers diſeaſes, and ſundry kinds of death. 
| When this is the caſe, the inhabitants of ſuch 
A nation are loudly called upon to obſerve a 
ſeaſon 
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ſeaſon of public humiliation, and faſting.— 
Without this they have no reaſon to expect a 
removal of the Divine Judgaaaits, but rather 
an increaſe of them. 

In our private capacities God often viſit us 
with various calamities. Sometimes we are 
troubled in our minds, and are ready to fink 
into deſpondency, under a ſenſe of our own 
ſinfulneſs. At others we are afflicted by 
the loſs of friends, and goods, by long and 
various bodily diſeaſes, and ſometimes by ſuch 
as- bring us near unto the borders of the 
8 ws 
When we are thus heavily afflicted either 
in a public or private capacity when the 
judgments of God are thus abroad in the 


earth; and we are thus ſuffering under his 
eMifting band, it is then more eſpecially 
meet and right, and our bounden duty, that 
we ſhould learn righteouſneſs; that we ſhould 
be afflicted, and mourn, and weep; that our 
laughter ſhould be turned into heavineſs, and 
our joy into mourning: And if we thus hea- 
vily humble ourſelves in the ſight of God, he 
will, for his dear Son Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, 
litt us up, and receive us again into his fa- 
vour. God 1 is r and merciful, and of 
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great mercy to all- that call upon him, and 
ſeek for acceptance through the Redeemer. 


D He is not willing that any ſhould periſh, but 


that all ſhould come to repentance.- If we 
draw nigh unto him with penitent and obedi- 
ent hearts, fully confiding in his infinitely 
tender mercies through Jeſys Chriſt, he will 
certainly draw nigh unto us. Having there- 
fore, this gracious promiſe, this reviving ex- 
pectation, be careful to obſerve, and practiſe 
the advice given you in the name of God by the 
prophet Iſaiah. Waſh you, make you clean, 
put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes: Ceaſe to do evil——learn to do 
well—ſeek judgment—relieve the oppreſſed 
judge the fatherleſs—plead for the widow, 
Come now, and let us reaſon together, ſaith 
the Lord: Though your ſins be as ſcarlet, 
they ſhall be as white ag ſnow; though they 
be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool 
—{/aiah i. 16, 17, 18. Is not this (faith 
the Almighty) the faſt that I have choſen ? 
To looſe the bands of wickedneſs—to undo 
the heavy burdens—to let the oppreſſed go 
free, and that ye break every yoke ? Is it 
not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and 
chat thou bring the . that are caſt out 


to 
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to thy houſe? When thou ſeeſt the naked, 4 
that thou cover him, and that thou kids 9 
not thyſelf from thine own fleſh? Then [ 
ſhall thy light break forth as the morning; 
then ſhalt thou call, and the Lord fhall 
anſwer; thou ſhalt cry, and he ſhall ſay, 


Here J am —Iſalab lviii. 6, 7, 8. 
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An, 1 to the an ARE: Por gesok, 
tbe NOTORIOUS: An, and * PROUD. 
| FoRMALIST. 


I. IRST let me addreſs moyſelf to the igno- 
rant profeſſor of religion. You, alas! 


are almoſt, if not altogether ignorant of what 


above all things 1 it concerns you moſt to know. 
Indeed, you are the greateſt object of pity, 
for (whilſt you continue wilfully ignorant) 
you are in a truly dangerous ſtate, and are 

yet, perhaps, quite inſenſible of it, God has 
— you a reaſonable creature; his provi- 
ron -has placed you in a chriſtian land ; he 
has bleſſed you with the means of inſtruction; 
with opportunities of promoting his glory, 


and of ſeeking ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt, 
| Theſe are great talents; happy privileges ; 


and remember, you will be ſtrictly account- 


able either for the uſe or the abuſe of them: 


And if this be the caſe, how ſhall you eſcape 
when God calls you into judgment ? You 


. Nand all the day idle; you negle& the im- 


provement of your time, and the care of your 
immortal foul, Unleſs you know the will of 
God, 


* 
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1858. you never can dot it; and ts” can you 
potibley know it whilſt you continue in the 
darkneſs of your natural ſtate, and. wilfully 

neglect perhaps all the meaus of inſtruction x 
. And if. you neither know God's will, nor do 
it. What, Oh what! muſt become of you 
when you die? Alas! you may ſee your 
own ſentence plainly recorded by Jeſus Chriſt 
in his holy goſpel.—** Caſt ye the unprofitable 


i ſervant into outer darkneſs, there ſhall be 


* weeping and gnaſhing of teeth” —— Matt. 
xxv. 30. O conſider this, all ye that forget 


God, and know not Jeſus Chriſt whom he 
| has ſent, leſt he pluck you away, and there 
be none to deliver you. Pray inſtantly and 
f earneſtly for the holy Spirit of God, to lead 


you into all truth; if you can read, fearch 


the ſcriptures diligently ; if you cannot, be 
extremely careful to attend public-worſhip, to 


conſult your ſpiritual guide, or to converſe 


with experienced chriſtians, and be aſſured, 


that in a due uſe of theſe means, God Will 


ſurely remove that thick and groſs darkneſs 


which now reſts on your minds, and enable 
you clearly to ſee the things that belong unto 
everlaſting peace, before they are hid from 
your eyes. Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs 
will ariſe, and ſhine into your benighted ſouls; 


he 
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he will heal all your ſpiritual maladies, and 


give you light and comfort, peace and joy. 
IL I Proceed now to addreſs myſelf, ſecond- 


| ly, to the open and notorious ſinner.— Vou, it 


2 


too plainly appears, are a rebel againſt tlie 
. mighty God ; you affront and deſpiſe your 


great and gracious Creator ; you trample upon 
his holy laws, and diſregard his Son, and 


diſobey his goſpel. It is certain, therefore, 


that you are, at this moment, in the very 
gall of bitterrieſs, and the bond of iniquity. 


: You are the {lave of ſatan; the ſervant of ſin; 


and (without a true and unfeigned repent- 


— - 


ance) the ſure and certain heir of eternal dam- 
nation. You treaſure up wrath againſt the 
day of wrath, and. revelation of the righteous 


judgment of God. But, why will you die ? 
Stop, O ſtay a while, and conſider where you 


are, what you are doing, and whither you are 
running. Aſk yourſelf ſeriouſly, the follow- 


; ing queſtions AIs it appointed unto me once 


to die? Muſt I, after this, come to judg- 
ment ? Does an eternity either of 9 


or miſery await me beyond the graye ? Am 


1 prepared for my departure, and ready to 


meet my God? If not, who cari dwell with 
everlaſting butnings ? Who can endure the 


worm that dieth not, and the fire that never 


x . will 
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will be quenched? Moſt awful couffiletarions 


theſe :; Remember, the wages of fin, of every 
fin, is death: How complicated then, is your 
guilt ? How dreadful, your miſery !——God 


commands. you to do no murder: But, not- 


withſtanding this prohibition, you are guilty 
of the moſt dreadful ſuicide ; you are taking 


the moſt effectual way to murder, to ruin, 


and deſtroy both your ſoul and body for ever. 
Hear and tremble at the irreverſible decree of 
heaven: The wicked ſhall be turned into 
hell, and the people that forget God” —P/; 
ix. 17. If you ſaw a man ſleeping on the top 
of a maſt in a moſt dreadful ſtorm, would you 
not tremble for him, left the ocean ſhould. 

ſwallow him up? Or, if you beheld another 


hanging by a flender cord, over a fiery fur- 


nace, and expecting every moment to drop 
into it, would you not unfeignedly commiſe- 
rate his caſe, and feel for his danger? Doubt- 
leſs you would, if you are not entirely devoid 
of every benevolent ſentiment, and of every 
humane impreſſion. But know thou, impe- 
nitent ſinner, and tremble at the thought, 


that thy immortal foul, even thine, is in a 
much more dangerous ſituation, than the 


bodies of thoſe men before repreſented.— 
Should the former fall into the ſea, and the 
| oof latter 
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into the flames, their ſufferings, tho! ſharp 


would (if prepared for death) ſoon be ended, 


and they would enter into endleſs joy. On 


the contrary, ſhould you die in your fins, 
(which God forbid !) your better part, your 
ſoul, your precious and immortal ſoul (which 


is of infinitely more value than the kingdoms 


of the world, and the glory of them) muſt 


ſink into everlaſting miſery. You now ſtand 


on the very brink of ruin, and eternal damna- 


tion: Remember, that this declaration is not 


the effect of an uncharitable cenſure, but is 
founded on the veracity of God's holy word. 


Alt is intended as a kind warning to prevent 


your eternal deſtruction: Take heed, there- 


fore, that you do not flight or diſregaid i it. 


On the contrary, may you begin to reflect 
{eriouſly on your dreadful ſituation, and con- 


ſider your latter end | Pray earneſtly to God 


for help ; be ply humbled before him; 
ſeek diligently for au intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, 


and your ſoul ſhall live. Behold the Lamb 


of God which taketh away the fins of the 


world! Search the ſcriptures with prayer, 


and then you will ſoon diſcern, through the 
light of God's Spirit, the things which belong 
to your everlaſting peace. You will be all 
taught of God, that, i in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 

all 
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all fulneſs dwells ; and, if you obtain an in- 


tereſt 1 in him by that faith, (which is of the 


operation. of God) though your fins are as 
ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow; though 
they be red like crimſon; they- ſhall be as 
wool—H1/a. i. 18; Repent therefore, and be 
converted; believe the goſpel, and reſt aſſured 
that your fins ſhall be blotted out; God will 
rio more remember them, either to your re- 
jection in this world, or to your condemna- 
tion in the next. 

Having therefore ſuch exceeding great and 
precious promiſes made you in the word of 
God, will you, dare you to be ſo horridly 
ungrateful and vile as to continue in ſin, that 
grace may abound? God forbid ! Rather let 
it be your care, inſtantly to fly to Chriſt for 
ſhelter, from the wrath to come ; lay aſide 
every weight, and the fin that does fo eaſily 
beſet you; and give all diligence to make 


your calling and election ſure. 


III. I proceed now to addreſs myſelf zul y, 
to the mere Formaliſ.— By the formal protet- 
ſor of chriſtianity, I mean, ſuch an one as 
retains the outward ſhew, or form of godli- 
neſs, Who is punctual and exact in the exters 


nals of religion, but is at the ſame time 


entirely deſtitute of the vital power of it.— 
ee Tie 
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This man attends the means of giace which 


is certainly right; but but then he either reſts, or 
truſts in them, which is evidently wrong. 
He is an utter ſtranger both to the depravity 
of his nature, and to his actual vileneſs; to 
the purity and ſpirituality of God's law, and 
to a work of grace on his own heart. He 
robs God of his honour, and Chrift of his 
glory, he © ſacrifices to his own net, and 
burns incenſe to his own, drag Hal. i. 16, 
But alas! what horrible folly, and impiety 
is this? How caw you think of gaining hea- 
ven by any righteouſneſs and meriv of your 


own'* When you have done all that is com- 
manded you, (if it were poſitble } ſtill re- 
mieernber, that you are but an unprofitable' 


ſervant; and if fo, what reward can you poſ- 
ſibly expect, ou your oπꝗun account? Indeed, 
ſince the fall of Adam, no man ever was, or 
can be juſtified by the deeds of the law; for, 
even © the juſt (halt live by faith.” _ You may 
dream of attaining a legal righteouſneſs 3 but 
a deluſory dream you will at laft find it.— 
You may fancy -(like the church of Eaodicea) 
that you are rich, and increaſed with goods, 
aud have need of nothing; that is, you may 
think yourſelf good enough; that you have 
enriched yourſelf 1 in ſpitituals, by your own 


ſtrength, 
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ficenigth, wiſdom, and virtue; conſequently; 
that you have no need of imploring earneſtly 
a ſhare in the pardoning mercy of God, and 
in the redemption which is in Jeſus Chriſt, 
Thus do you imagine that your ſpiritual con- 
dition is very proſperous and happy. But, 


how different is the account given of your 


condition by the Searcher of hearts, by the 
faithful and true Witneſs, by him who can- 
not lie? Hear the "lr s own words, 
Inſtead of being rich and increaſed with goods, 
and: having need of nothing, he affures you 
that you are C wretched, and miſerable, and | 


poor, and blind, and naked” —Rev. ui. 17. 
That is, you are in a carnal and unregenerate 


ſtate, under the guilt of ſin, and the curſe of 
the law, without the knowledge of Chriſt, 
unable to help yourſelf, blind to ſpiritual 
things, and deſtitute of every real and deſir- 
able bleſſing, Such then is your real ſtate, 
and a moſt ſhocking and deplorable ſtate it is. 
May God in his infinite mercy open the eye 
of your underſtanding immediately, and con- 
vince you fully of the great danger you are 
m! You neither know God nor yourſelf, 
You are ignorant of his immaculate holineſs, 
and blind to your own fins. Hence you form 
very erroneous opinions both concerning. God 
and 
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and yourſelf; and think that your ſodls are 
in a ſafe condition, whilſt you ſtand on the 


very brink of eternal torments. Think, O 


think in due time; what will become of your 
immortal ſoul, if you ſhould ſtill retain your 
| deluſion; and live and die with a lye in your 
right hand; if you ſhould continue thus baſe- 
ly and ungratefully to neglect Chriſt, and reſt 
the hope of your acceptance with God, either 
wholly or in part, on the foundation of your 
own works? Be aſſured, that whilſt you 

are deſtitute of true humility, ignorant of 
Chriſt, and think ſo highly of yourſelf, you 

build your eternal hopes, not on Jeſus Chriſt, 
who is the Rock of all ages, fixed and im- 


moveable, but on the ſliding ſand, which will 


certaiuly fail you when you will moſt ſtand 
in need of ſupport; I mean, in the hour of 
death, and in the day of judgment. If you 
with to avoid this impending danger, you 


muſt diligently pray for grace, and humble 


yourſelves in the fight of God: You muſt 
renounce every delufive ſcheme of ſelf-righ- 


teouſneſs, and muſt earneſtly betake yourſelf 


as a poor, loſt, miſerable finner unto Jeſus 
Chriſt; This is the advice given you by the 
Redeemer : 1 counſel thee to buy gold; 


— 5 ad in the fire, that thou mayeſt be rich; 
and 
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# and white raiment that thou mayeſt be 
e clothed, and that the ſhame of thy naked- 
* neſs do not appear; and anoint thy eyes 
« with eye-ſalve, that thou mayeſt ſee”— 
Rev. ili. 18. That is, apply to me for an 
intereſt in my righteauſneſs, and ſanctifying 
grace, that thou 'mayeſt be abſolved before 
God, and adorned with every virtue which 
can render thee lovely in his fight : Blinded 
as thou art with pride and ſelf-conceit, come, 
and anoint thine eyes with my lovereign eve- 
falve, that thou mayeſt ſee; that is, pray 
earneſtly for ſpiritual illumination; and dili- 
gently ſearch the ſcriptures, for by theſe 
means the eyes of your under will be 
enlightened ; you will be brought to entertain 
right ſentiments, both of your Saviour and 
yourſelf; and then inſtead of boaſting of your 
own works, and relying on your own righ- 
teouſneſs, you will be humbled to the very 
duſt, under a ſenſe of your manifold fins, and 
innumerable imperfections, and will learn to 
glory only in the Lord. If you ſay you have 
no fin, you deceive yourſelf, and the truth is 
not in you. And if * all have ſinned and 
come ſhort of the glory of God,“ it is then 
certain that you, as well as others, deſerve 
puniſhment : For, the ſoul that ſinneth, it 

| ſhall 
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mall FS The wages of ſin, (of eme ſin) i ig 
death. ** He that offendeth in one point, is 
8% guilty of all. — Curſed is every one that con- 
4 tinueth not in all things which are written 
« jn the book of the law to do chem 0a 
iii. 10, What think you of theſe texts ?— 
Are they, or are they bon the words of God 
Dovbtleſs they are, nd if they are, conſi- 
ke the Phariſees of ol are blind to your 
own. faults; and puffed up with a yain and 
impiops coneeit of your own. goodneſs; you 
« truſt in yourſelf, (inftead of Chriſt) that 
you are righteous, and deſpiſe others. Do 
| 70 not read your own condemnation, in the 
awful paſſages before repeated Have you 
not ſinned, not in one point only, but in 
thoufands, nay, millions of inſtances? If 
then the Almighty ſhould enter into judg- 
ment with you for what you think the very 
beſt action you ever performed, it is certain 
that i in his fight, you could not be juſtified, — 
Innumerable imperfections cleave to your beſt 
performances; your very prayers are attended 
with many wanderings and diſtractions; and 
your repentance needs to be repented of.— 
Remember this, and tremble at the dreadful 


deluſion you are * in neglecting your 
* 
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Redeemer, and building your eternal 
hopes on a falſe foundation of a legal righte- 
ouſneſs. - In a legal ſenſe there is none 
* righteous, no not one.” Fly therefore; 
to Jeſus Chriſt, who is called in ſcripture 
The Lord our Righteouſneſs; and who is 
both able and willing to ſave to the uttermoſt 
all thoſe who come unto God by him. All 
ſpiritual bleſſings are freely offered to you; 
not in conſequence of your works, but thro? 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Hear the apoſtle's 
declaration of the matter: Chriſt is of God, 
made unto us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and 
ſanctification, and redemption— 1 Cor. i. 30. 
You hence learn, that in Jeſus Chriſt there 1s 
wiſdom to enlighteri your dark underſtand- 
ing; righteouſneſs to juſtify our guilty per- 
ſons; ſanctification to make you holy; and 
redemption to make you happy: Theſe are 
ineſtimable bleſſings, and they are freely of- 
fered to you, to me, and to the chief of ſin- 
ners, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Let 
no fleſh glory therefore, in the preſence of 
God: but rather let us, and all men glory in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in whom dwelleth all 
the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily. Rejoice . 
therefore, in the Lord alway; and again I ſay; 
Let your moderation be known unto 
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all men. The Lord is at hand. Be careful 
for nothing, but in every, thing by prayer 
and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, let your 
requeſts be made known unto God. And the 
peace of God which paſſeth all underſtanding g. 


5 ſhall keep your hearts and minds thro' Chriſt 


Jeſus Phil. iv. 4, 5, 6, 7. 


I have now briefly addreſſed myſelf to the 


ignorant profeſſor of chriſtianity ; to the open 
and notorious ſinner; and to the proud for- 


maliſt; and have endeavoured to point out to 


each reſpectively, not only his guilt and dan- 
ger, but likewife the only ſure and certain 
way in Which they may eſcape the Divine 
vengeance, and be reconciled to God, by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, and through faith in his 
name. May the good Spirit of God open the 
eyes, and turn the hearts of all ſuch deluded 
and diſobedient profeſſors who now hear me, 


from the error of their ways, to the wiſdom 


of the juſt, that they may return to the great 
Shepherd ahd N of theit ſouls ! 


SECTION 


SECTION XVI. 


tn 1 7⁰ 0 CONVINCED SINNER, the 
LUKEWARM: ProvESSOR; the UNFAFTHFUL 


BACKSLIDER, and the REAL CHRISTIAN. 


FN the preceding Gtion, 1 have given a 

. word of exhortation to the ignorant pro- 
feflor of chriſtianity, to the notorious ſinner, 
aud to the proud formaliſt: I purpoſe there- 
fore, now, to proceed to addreſs myſelf to 
the convinced ſinner, the lukewarm profeſ- 
for, the unfaithful backllider, and the real 
chriſtian, 


L Fi be me addiofs myGIf bo b con- 


vinced ſinner. Lou, it ſeems, have been 
rouſed out of your natural ſtate of carnal ſe- 
curity ; and have been made by the Spirit of 
God deeply ſenſible, both of your finfulneſs 
and danger: You are fully convinced of the 


depravity of your nature, and of your innume- 


cable tranigreſſions againſt the Divine law.— 
This conviction begets in you both ſorrow 
and fear: You are ſorry that you have fo 
grievouſly offended God ; and fearful on ac- 
count of the puniſhment which you deſerve 
for your fins. Happy is it for you that you 
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are now ſenſible of your great un worthineſs; 
ſince this ſenſibility is calculated ta lead you 
to Jeſus Chriſt, the great Shepherd, and 
Biſhop of ſouls. Be not afraid of your con- 
victions growing deeper; for, though they 
may be more painful at preſent, yet be aſſur- 
ed, that they will give you a more quick and 
lively perception of the infinite value, and 
glorious excellency of a Redeemer; and lay a 
moſt ſolid foundation for your future peace. 
A perſon unconvinced of his fins can have no 
conception of the ineſtimable worth of a Savi- 
our, hut he who is truly ſenſible both of his 
original and actual vileneſs, eſteems him above 
all things, and is very anxious to obtain an 
intereſt in him.— Such is your condition: — 
God, in his great mercy, has awakened your 
ſoul out of the deep ſleep of fin, whilſt milli- 
ons around you are ſtill ſleeping on, and tak- 
10g their reſt in carnal ſecurity, and are on the 
very brink of eternal miſery | Inſtead there- 
fore, of repining at your ſpiritual troubles, 
rather bleſs God for them ; and from a lively 
conviction of your guilt and danger, cry out 
with the poor, ſelf- condemned publican ; 
God be merciful to me a ſinner.” Remem- 
ber, you have the greateſt reaſon to rely upon 
| Jeſus Chriſt, for pardon and ſalvation, "I 
is 
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his own moſt gracious invitation: Come 
« unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reſt—Aſatr. xi. 
28. Lock therefore unto Jeſus Chriſt with a 
believing eye, and you will ſurely find reſt 
unto your ſoul. Him that cometh unto Chriſt, 
he will in no wiſe caſt out. Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the ſin of the 
world John i. 29. Behold him full of grace 
and truth. See him by faith, ſet forth as evi- 
dently crucified before you, and bearing your 
fins in his own body on the tree. It is true 
you cannot believe in Chriſt, nor do any thing 
that is good of yourſelf ; but if you earneſtly 
and diligently aſk aid of God, he will ſurely 
aſſiſt you, and help your unbelief. He who 
has wounded you with a ſenſe of guilt, will 
certainly, in his own good time, heal your 
troubled ſpirit, if you earneſtly call upon him, 
and patiently wait for him in the way of his 
ordinances ; that 1s, in a due uſe of the means 
of grace. This is the way, the only way in 
which you can find true peace. Beware there- 
fore of that dreadful deluſion which too many 
fall into when under convictions. Satan and 
his emiffaries tempt them to go into carnal 
company, and to join in vain amuſements, 
and ſinful pleaſures. The danger of 
| N ſuch 
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ſuch a eonduct is exceeding great. It is re- 
fiſting the holy Spirit of God, preferring the 
ſlavery of ſatan before the ſervice of your 


Creator, and temfiting your Maker te with- 


draw his grace from you, and to leave you to 
periſh in your fins, , Beware, I::{ay, of this 


horrible miſtake, It is to be feared that it has 


proved ruinous to thouſands : may you be 
enabled to learn true wiſdom. from cbeit Nel 

perate-folly4 ß 
You hence learn that it incofery Fw you 
to cheriſh, inſtead of ſliflin g your corivictions. 
Take good heed, inen, to guard againſt 
bn device of ſatan, by which he labors 
to deſtroy the ſouls of thoſe” who are deeply 
eohvinced of their ſins. If he cannot induce 
them to ſtiſte their convictions, he will then 
endeayour to drive them to deſpair.— He will 
repreſent their ſins as too heinous for God to 
forgive, or the propitiation of Chriſt's blood 
to atone for 3 ar he will ſuggeſt, that the day 
of grace is paſt, and that it is too late for them 
to think of obtaining mercy, Such perſons 
are the greateſt objects of compaſſion. Their 
diſtreſs is ſo exquiſite, that it has oft - times 
occaſioned ſuicide—dreadful, conſequence i in- 
deed! May God, in his infinite mercy, guard 
you om this deſperate action; an action 
which 
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which excludes all poſſibility of repentance, 

and conſequently of ſalvation, And indeed, 
however great, numerous, and aggravated 
your fins are, yet there is no reaſon for you 

to deſpar. The goſpel affures every finner, 
who is truly penitent, and comes unto Jeſus 
Chriſt; of 'a free and full pardon. Though 
your fins be as ſcarlet, they fhall be as white 


as ſnow; though they be red like crimſon, 


they ſhall be as wool—-[.1; 18. The blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth us from all fin—Fobn 
j. 17. Can any words be more comfortable? 
Can any aſſurance be more reviving ? Impoſ- 
fible. Feſus Chriſt has fully atoned for all the 
fins of penitent behevers. Lift up thy head 
then, O thou poor afflicted finner ! Though 
thy ſins have been many and. great, yet re- 
member, that the mercy of God, and the 
merits of Chriſt, are far greater. Jeſus Chriſt 
is a great and merciful High-Prieſt, whoſe 
pity inclines him to ſave ſinners, and whoſe 
power enables him fully to do ſo. The vileſt 
of ſinners have been rea by him; and 
remember, to your comfort, that Jeſus Chriſt 
1s the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. 
Look therefore unto Chriſt; firſt for, and 
then with a believing eye; go on ſteadily in 
the 14 hows of duty, and be aſſured that your all- 


gracious 


( 216 ) 


gracious and merciful God, will, in his own | 
due time, ſpeak. peace unto your ſoul, ſupport 
vou under all temptations, and brin 8 you at 


laſt to his heavenly kingdom: 
II. I proceed ſecondly, to addreſs yl t to 


N the lukewarm profeſſor of chriſtianity.—You, 


it ſeems, have ſome little regard for your 
ſpiritual cancerus, yet you do not attend to 
them with that earneſtneſs, zeal, and dili- 
gence, which the infinite importance of them 
ſo juſtly demands. To you belongs the cha- 
racer of the Laodiceans, mentioned in Reve- 
Lions ili. to you likewiſe, appertain their 
guilt and condemnation. Hear, and duly 
conſider the awful denunciation which is there 
recorded: Theſe things, faith the Amen, the 
faithful and true witneſs, (that is, Jeſus 
Chriſt) the Beginning (or the Beginner) of 
the creation of -God : I know thy works that 


thou art neither cold nor hot: I would thou 


wert cold or hot. So then, becauſe thou 
art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, 1 
will ſpue thee out of my mouth—verſes 14. 
15, 16. This is a very awful paſſage, and 
loudly declares how hateful and offenſive a 
. lukewarm profeſſor is to Jeſus Chriſt. Such 
he hete difowns;z and not only difowns, but 
Giſdajns, and even 8 and deteſts. Con- 
ſider 
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fider therefore, ſeriouſly, both your, guilt and 
danger. There i 18 no neutrality allowable. } in 
religion; and indifference, f in this reſpett, is 
puny een No man can ſerve two 
maſters; We muſt either be the ſervants of 
Chriſt, or the ſlaves of ſatan. olf then Chriſt 
be God, follow him 2 if Baal, follow / him. 
—Chooſe you this day whom you will ſerve: 
—You cannot ſerve God and Mammon.— 
God will not accept of a divided heart; on 
the contrary; he requires, aud may moſt juſt= 
ly demand the whole of it. Theſe are his 
words: My ſon, give me thine hearts And 
has he not the beſt, the juſteſt, nay, the only 
legal claim to it? He at firſt created us out 
of nothing; has ever ſince preſerved and pro- 
vided for us, and has likewiſe made a moſt 
gracious and ample proviſion both for our pre- 
ſent comfort, and eternal felicity thro' Jeſus 
Chriſt. Theſe are invaluable bleſſings, and 
ſuch privileges as are truly ineſtimable; pr 
ticularly. the redemption of the world, by the 
death and paſſion of our Saviour Chriſt. Say 
then, O thou lukewarm profeſſor of chriſtia- 
nity; tell me I ſay, whether this all · gracious 
and glorious God and Saviour has not a juſt 
right to demand and require you to preſent 
yourſelf, your ſoul, and body to be a reaſon- 
Ee able 


Cy 


able, holy, and lively ſaerifice unto him? 
Are you not bound by every tye, both of 
duty and gratitude, to love the Lord your 
God with all ybuf heart, with all your mind, 


with all your ſoul, and with all your ſtrength! * 


Nay, ought you not Io worlklp him, to give 
him thanks, to put your whole truſt in him, 
to call upon him, to honor his holy name, 
and his word, and to ſerve him truly all the 
days of yout life Unleſs your conſcience is 
grown callous, it will certainly anſwer theſe 
queſtions in the affirmative : It will be need- 
leſs to multiply arguments in ſo plain a caſe; 
J ſhall therefore only remind you of the neceſ- 
fity of (earneſtly ſeeking in faith for a larger 
ſhare of the ſacred influences of the holy 
Spirit; and when this is received, you will, 
_ Inſtead of continuing lukewarm, become truly 
zealous, and heartily e of yu former 
indifferency. GS) 

I proceed, thirdly, niokiak ney to 


the unfaithful backſlider . Vou have formerly 


known the way of righteouſneſs; you have 
been convinced of the truth and importance 
of religion, and have, in ſome degree, expe- 
rienced its comfort and happineſs, how dread- 
ful, therefore, is your ingratitude, how inex- 


| ce is your folly? Is it not ungrateful 
to 


n 


che laſt: degree, to fin. againſt the Father of 


mercies, and the God of all comfort And 
does it not argue the moſt inexcuſable mad- 

neſs and folly, thus to forfake the Fountain 
of living water, and t hew to yourſelf ciſ- 


terus, broken ciſterns, that can hold no 
water? The unſpeakable, love of God, ſo 


clearly. diſplayed i in the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
lays you under an indiſpenſable obligation, 


truly to love, and faithfully to ſerve. your 


great Creator: Ho can you then, how date 
you to continue in ſin, and trample upon the 


riches of the Divine goodneſs ? I pray God 


you may be truly ſenſible of youx: guilt and 


folly, and with a penitent heart bewail your 
tranſgreſſions; then may you. juſtly hope for 


a return of the Divine favor, in Jeſus Chriſt; 


attentively eonſider the cauſes, of your back- 
ſliding s frequently review them by way of 


caution, and in particular, watch and pray 
againſt your darling ſin, the ſin that does ſo 
eaſily beſet you Heb. xii. 1. Make no long 


tarrying to turn unto the Lord, and put it not 
off from day to day. You, alas! have left 
your firſt Love; you have moſt ſhamefully 


wandered from the ſheep-fold of Chriſt, and 
have given great occaſion to the enemies of the 


Lard to blaſpheme : Remember, therefore, 
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from whence thou art fallen, walk humbly 
with thy God, repent; and do thy firſt works: 


Nerürn ts God thto' Chriſt, and this good 


Shepherd and Biſhop of your ſoul will heal all 

your baekllidings, and will love you freely. 
IV. I pfoceed, fourthly, to addrefs myſelf 
to the real chriſfagi=aBar firft, it may by ne- 
ceffaty to obſerve; that there are various elaſſes 
in therfchool of CHER" Our Lord points out 
the various degrees ef their progreſs; under 
the ſmilitude'of the growth of grain. : Firſt, 
the blade, thei thie ear, after rhat the full 
cord Ti the ear furt iv. 28. And St: John 
confſtms us im the fame truth, by-diſtinguiſh- 
ing! between children, young men, and fa- 
thers i Chrift— 1. Vn il. 12, 13. By child- 
ren, We! may underſtand weak believers, or, 
doubting chriſtidtie) Such ought' earneſtly 
and conftantly-to look to Chriſt for affiſtance, 
and he will /help. their: unbelief, diſpel their 
doubts, and fill Wann wirh all joy and peace 
in belicvinng. By young men in Chriſt, we 
may underſtand all thoſe who are brought to 
reſt in Jeſus Chriſt, by a ſpiritual apprehenſion 
of his complete ſuitableneſs and ſufficiency, 
as the wiſdom, ' righteouſneſs, ſanctification, 
and redemption, of all who truſt in him; and 
are enabled to ſay, * a "FROG a& of appro- 
| F 
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Ptistingaf⸗ 
b hig By fathers n Chriſt we are to un- 


now proceed, laſtly; to addreſs myſelf.— 


( am ) 
faith, „“ Chriſt is ours, and we are 


derſtand, the moſt confirmed and eſtabliſhed 
chriſtians; ſuch as are ſtrong in the Lord, 


and in the power of his might, triutaphing 


againſt the world, the fleſh, and the devil, 
thro' the victorious grace of Him, -who loved 


them, and gave himſelf for thei; appears 


then, by theſe obſervations, that all are to be 


eſteemed real chriſtians, who, being deeply 


convinced of their original and actual tranf- 
greſfions, have fled to the croſs of Chriſt for 
refuge, and have put on Chriſt, by the exer- 


ciſe of a true and living faith. Such are born 


„not of water only, but of the Spirit 
too. They have experienced the inward and 
ſpiritual grace in baptiſm; that is, a death 


unto ſin, and a new birth unto righteouſneſs, 


and therefore they are to be eſteemed, not a8 


almoſt, but as altogether chriſtians. 2 


To the true believer, or real chriſtian, I 


You, my chriſtian friend, - and brother, are 
in a moſt happy, and ſafe condition. Vou 
are reconciled. unto God, thro'ꝰ Chriſt; you 
are waſhed from all your ſins in the blood of 
Chriſt; you are juſtified by faith in his name; 
9 8 are ſanctified by his Spirit; and, by ſted- 

_ 


* 


( me ) 

Faſt-lodking-unto- Cfiriſt, whoifatbeati able 
and willipg:to ſupport gion, you will certainly 
be ſaved from Wrath thro' him, and. be made 
partaker of his heavenly . kingdoms..;/$uch 
chen is che hops. ef your, calling 1 and is. it 
not a moſt ble ſed and glorious hopes?“ Cer- 
rainhy,it-is. Be perſuaded, therefore, daily and 
hourly to look 10 Chriſt, that, you, pay. re- 
ceive graqe. for grace out of his folneſs, aud 
in conſequence hereof, have a full reward. — 
Remember, that you live in the, midit of a 
world, diebe ri ye in wickedneſs, and are 
ſurrounded; by many and powerful enemies. 
—Theſe conſiderations ſhould engage you to 


walk circumſpeAly and warily ; in theſe peril- 


ous times, and to continue inſtant in prayer, 
| to the Giver of every good and perfect gift, for 
2 plentiful ſupply, of bis holy Spirit; Under 
the influences * this divine Agen! nt, vou will 
be enabled | to defeat the malice of your ghoſt- 
y enemies, and to triumph againſt | the world, 
the fleſh, and the devil. Greater, A infinitely 
greater is He that 1 is for yau, than all. that are 
againſt vou. Fear not therefore, your Re- 


dcemer is ſtrong; he 1 is mighty, to fave, Ac- 


tuated by a ſincere love to him, and confiding 
in his gracious promiſes, be ſtrong, and of a 
good courage; be not aſhamed of the croſs of 
. _ Chriſt; 
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cht; endure witty a noble frmneis all the 
oppeßtions, and all the trials which you are 
ſure to meet with from unfeaſonable and 


lation, enter into the kingdom of God. All 


that will live! godly in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall 
ſuffer perſteution? Who then, or what are 
you, that you ſhould expect an enemption 


_—_ ite If therefbre you will ack Eke a true 


chriſtian, you muſt take up your croſs daily, 
and follow him. Remember, that Chriſt 


himſelf went not up to joy before he ſuffered | 
pain. It. is enough for his diſciple to be as 
his witer Reflect frequently on the igno—-̃ 
minious treatment that Chriſt met with, and 
the dreadful ſufferings which he endured on 


your account: This conſideration will, by 
grace tend greatly to reconcile you to every 
hardſhip you may meet with in the path of 
duty. This life is only a ſtate of probation; 
it is the ſeed- time of eternity; it cannot laſt 


long; aud the light afflictions which you 


meet with. in the cauſe of Chriſt, will work 
out for you hereafter, a far. more exceeding, 
and eternal weight of glory. The hope of 
your calling is truly glorious, pray earneſtly, 
therefore, for grace; that you may be cleanſ- 
ed NODE al — both of fleſtv and ſpirit; 


. pray 
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pray: too: that” as yaw: grow in a years,” you 


may grow in grace, and in the knowledge of 


our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 5 Tha 


more ydu knoty of him, the more you muſt 


and will love him. le is fairer than the 
children of meti—He i is the Chief among ten 
thouſand; and altogetber lovely. He is the 


mighty God, the everlaſtiug F ather, the Prince 


of Peace. a. ix; 6. Confiding it the faith- 
fulneſs, power, love; and goodneſs of this 
Almighty Saviour, you have no reaſon to be 


afraid, but every reaſon to be encouraged, and 
even to rejoice with joy o auer and full 


of glory. Be ſober however; be vigilant: 


Pray that you may become more and more 


humble; more and more ſenſible of your own. 


vileneſs, and unworthineſs in the ſight of 


God. Before honor is humility.— God looks 


with pleaſure on him who is of an hümble 
and contritè ſpirit 3: but he abhorreth the 


proud, and beholdeth them afar off.. No 
man is of- auy eſtimation in God's account, 


till, thro' grace, he is nothing in his own.— 


You cannot poſſibly be too humble: A fre- 


quent review of your great un worthineſs, both 
original and actual, will tend to mortify that 
wretched remainder of pride, which ſtill 


8 v__ to you. When you perceive any proud 


| tought 
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ithoughtt fing in your breaſt, reſpecting your 


Jpiritualattainments, -afk yourſelf the follow- 


Fes” A Who maketh me to differ from 
another? — What have I that 1 have not re- 
ceived? Remember, that without Chriſt yu 
can do nothing; and that in the midſt of 
your higheſt attainments, in many things you 
offend; walk humbly therefore, with thy 
God. Follow the Apoſtle's advice and exam- 
ple—Forgetting thoſe things which are be- 
hind, reach forward unto thoſe things which 
are before, and preſs towards the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt 
Jeſus— Phil. iii. 13, 14. Count all things but 
loſs, for the excelleney of the knowledge of 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; and pray earneſtly 
that you may be more and more found in 
him; not having, that is not truſting in your 
own righteouſneſs, which is of the law, but 
that which is thro' the faith of Chriſt, the 
righteouſneſs -which is of God by faith Ph! 
ii. 8, 9. [Jeſus Chriſt is the only ſure foun- 

dation whereon we may fafely build our hope 
of ſalvation: Other foundation can no man 


lay — Take hred however, that your faith in 
the Redeemer worketh more and more by 


love. Remember, that as the body without 
the ſpirit. is dead, ſo faith without works is 
Ff dead 
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dead alſo— Jam. ii. 26. Guard againſt a legal 
ſpirit: Place no dependence i in point of juſ⸗ 
tification, on any, or even all your duties, — 
After you have done all, (if this were poſſi- 
ble) ſtill you are an unprofitable ſetvant: 
By grace you are ſaved, through faith, and 
that not of yourſelf, it is the gift of God.— 
Let it be your care, that all who behold your 
good converſation in Chriſt, may plainly ſee 
that you have not received the grace of God 
in vain— Beware of ſinking into an indolent 
and backſliding ſtate Vou are the ſalt of 
the earth; let your converſation be at all 
times, as becometh the goſpel ——You are 
the light of the world; let your light ſhine 
before men, that they may ſee your good 
works, and [glorify your Father who is in 
heaven. In all your thoughts, words, and 
actions, ſtrwe to promote the Divine glory, 
and the good of ſouls.—— Then will your 
path be like the path of the juſt, which 
 ſhineth more and more unto the perfect day. 
Finally, brethren, whatſoever things are 
true, whatſoever things are honeſt, whatſo- 
ever things are juſt, whatſoever things are 
pure, whatſoever” things are lovely, whatſo- 
ever things are of good report, if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praiſe, think 75 
the 


„ | 
theſe things; think on them, ſo as to obſerve 
and do them with a ſingle eye to God's glory 
and be aſſured, that the God of Peace ſhall be 
with you, to ſupport you 1n all dangers, and 
carry you through all temptations; and when 
time has finiſhed its courſe, and your earthly 
houſe of this tabernacle 1s diflolved, you 
ſhall have a building of God, an houſe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heayens— 
2 Cor. v. 1. 
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FORMS of DEVOTION, 


For the Ute of Families, and for privats 


Perſons, in. various frames of 
or ecumffances of life. x 
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PRAYERS for FAMILIES. 


MORNING. 
LESSED Lord God, who» bait formed 
us for. thyſelf, and to whom we owe 


our bews, and all that we: are and have: 
Thou h 


encouraged: us to ĩt. Prepare our hearts, that 
we may worſhip thee in ſpirit and: in truth; 
and mercifully forgive all our paſt neglect, 
and the fin. which cleaves to all our ſervices, 
Thy mercies are renewed: to us every morn»: 
W. and great is thy faithfulneſs and love. 
deſire to adore: and praiſe: thee for all the 
perfections of thy — and for alli thy 
goodneſs extended unto us. We would give 
thee unfeigned thanks: for thy merciful pre · 


ſerratian of us through the dangers and dark: 


neſs 


not only made us capable of wor+- 
ſhiping; thee, but haſt every way obliged and 


( 298" ), 

neſs of the paſt night; for the refreſhing reſt 
which thou haſt given us; for our preſent 
health and ſafety; for the light of the re- 
turning day; for our food * raiment; and 
for all the many comforts of this life which 
thou beſtoweſt upon us; confeſſing ourſelves 
leſs than the leaſt of all thy mercies: More 
eſpecially we deſire to praiſe thee with our 
whole hearts for that greateſt of all thy bleſ- 
ſings, the redemption of our loſt and ruined 
ſouls, by the precious blood of JESUS CHRIST, 
and for thy word and goſpel, which brings 
tidings of it to our ears. O affect all our 
hearts with a deep ſenſe of the value of this 
mercy, and of our own great need of it. By 
the teaching of thy word and ſpirit, ſnew us 
aur Sins of nature and practice; and incline 
us to fly for refuge to CHRIST, without 
delay: And let none of us remain ſatisfied 
under the guilt and power of ſin. Help us 
this morning to apply to the blood of atone- 
ment for pardon, and for a ſenſe of thy fa- 
vour; and let thy love conſtrain us to live 
no more to ourſelves, but to him that died 
for us and roſe again. Give us that faith and 
love in our hearts whereby we may hate 
and depart from all iniquity, and let the 
grace of thy Spirit be ever with us to enable 
us to ſtand againſt and overcome every temp- 
tation to evil, whether from the world, or 
Satan, or our pwn corrupt hearts. Keep us 
Bey; through- 


( 231 )) 
throughout che day in prayer and watchfu}- 
neſs; and be thou nigh to deliver us in every 
time of danger. May we ſpend: this day as 
if it was our laſt; and may it be the daily 
concern of our lives, to be ready for death 
__ Judgmedat, whenever thou ſhalt call upon 
Incline us to ſeek firſt the kingdom of 
God. and his righteouſneſs,” and in this way 
to truſt thee for all needful ſupplies for the 
body. Aſſiſt and proſper us in the work of 
our hands, and in all our neceſſary temporal 
affairs, that we may provide things honeſt in 
the fight of all men. May we be, not ſloth- 
ful in buſineſs, and yet fervent in ſpirit ſerv- 
ing the Lord, In our particular ſtations of 
life, may we be enabled to act according to 
thy word; and ſo to demean ourſelves to- 
wards one another, and towards all, that in 
this, as well as in other reſpe&ts, we may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, and 
ſhew that we have not received the grace of 
God in vain.—Bleſs each of us, both in our 
bodies and in our ſonls, as 1s moſt ſuitable to 
our ſeveral ſtates and circumſtances; and ena- 
ble us to truſt thee for all that we ſtand in 
need of, and to thank thee with unfeigned 
hearts. for all that we receive. Make us rea- 
dy for all that thou art purpoſing to do with 
us; that we may rejoice in thee, and be 
thankful, and reſign ourſelves to thy will, 
whether in ſickneſs or health, proſperity or 
| adverſity: 


© a3 )) | 
adverſity. Make us followers of them -who 


through faith and patience inherit the pro- 
miſes ; that when this 'thort life is ended, we 
may take up our eveilaſting abode, not in the 
regions of «darkneſs and woe; but in thoſe 
(manſions of bliſs and glory which thou haſt 
provided for thoſe that follow CHRIST in the 
regeneration. All theſe bleſſings, with what- 
Aoever is meceflary for us and for all man- 
ind, we aſk in the name and for the ſakelof 
Jesvs CHRIs HH bur prevatling Mediator: And 


in his words, we would turther.cry unto 
Du Father «which art in Heuven! hallowed be 


thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done in 
earth as it is in heaven: give us this day our daily 
Bread; aud forgive us our treſpaſſes, as wwe for- 
grve them that treſpaſs againſt us; and lead us mi 
11 tempidtion, but deliver us from evil: for thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, far 
ever and ever. Amen. | 
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. Another MORNING PRAYER: 
'F J' LORD our God, we deſire, with all 
humility and reverence; to adore thee, 
as a being who art infinite in all perfections 
And and enten, and as the author and giver 
uf all good to us thy unworthy creatures. 
We would reckon it our great privilege, as 
© Wrell as our duty, to draw nigh to the t 7 7 
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of thy grace by J=svs CHRIST. Grant that 


we may vey account the worſhip of thee 
in our famil iy, the moſt needtul part of our 
daily buſineſs, and our moſt pleaſant employ. 


Be thou the God ot our family; and what- 


ever others do, may we of this houſe always 


ſerve the Lord. —We thank thee for all the 
mercies of the night, and for the health and 
ſafety, and comforts more than we can ex- 
preſs, which are continued to us until this 
hour. Suffer not thy benefits to flip out of 
our minds. Give us grateful hearts; and 
diſpoſe us by thy grace to uſe all our tem- 
poral bleſſings according to mw will, and to 
thy glory. 

We confeſs, O Lord, that we have ſinned 


and come ſhort of the glory of God: we have 


corrupt and ſinful natures: our inward parts 
are very wickedneſs: we are prone to depart 
and backſlide from thee. And our actual 
tranſgreſſions, in thought, word, and deed, 

are more in number than the hairs upon our 
heads; and upon a view of our exceeding 
ſinfulneſs and guilt, our hearts may juſtly fail 
us. We can have no hope from ourſelves, 
or from any thing we have done, We have 
no righteouſneſs of our own to truſt in, or to 
plead before thee. But we deſire to bleſs thee 
for ever, that thou haſt opened a door of hope 
for us in Jeſus Chriſt ; that he hath ſuffered 
once for ſin, the Juſt for the unjuſt, to bring 


G g guilty 
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guilty rebels back to God, and that He is 
ecome the end of the law for righteouſneſs, 
to every one that believeth: we bleſs thee, 
that on this account, thou canſt pardon our 
fins, to the glory of thy juſtice, truth and 
holineſs, as well as of thy grace and merey. 
Lord, grant that we may be found in Chriſt, 
pot having our own righteouſneſs ! Let it be 
the chief concern and care of each of us, that 
we may have redemption in his blood, even the 
forgiveneſs of our fins, according to the riches 
of thy grace. Be merciful' to our unrighte- 
outnefles, and our fins and iniquities do thou 
remember no more. May we come to Chriſt, 
laboring and heavy-laden, to find reſt for our 
fouls; and do thou diſpoſe us to take his 
yoke upon us, and to learn of him: renew 
us after his image, and enable us to walk at- 
ter his example. May we be dead, and riſen 
With Chriſt, thro' faith of thy Spirit's opera- 
tion, and ſeek thoſe things that are above, 
ſetting our affections on things above, and 
not on things on the earth. Mortify all fin 
in us; and ſuffer us not to be temptèed above 
that we are able to bear. Make us ſtrong in 
the grace of Jeſus, that we * fight the good 
fight of faith, againſt every ſpiritual enemy, 
and be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abound- 
iug in the work of the Lord; and do thou 
put thy fear in our hearts, tliat we may not 
| Yppart from thee, —Help' us to live this day, 
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ets <a A rt tn a> 


( 43s ) 

with, cqernity in view, and to {et thee always 

before us. Proſper us in all our lawful un- 
dertakings. Prepare us for every trial, and 
make it profitable to our fouls. Watch: over 
us for good, in our going out, and in our 

coming in. Give us the joy of thy ſalvation, 
and the comforts of thy Spirit. Help us to 
pray without ceafing, and in every thing to 
give thanks; and whether we eat or drink or 
whateyer we do, to do it to thy glory. Give 
us grace to keep always a conſcience void of 
offence towards God and all men; and pro- 

duce and increaſe that faith in 'us, which 
works by love to God and to all mankind, 
both friends and enemies Bleſs and preſerve 

thy univerſal church, and let there be added 

to it daily ſuch as ſhall be ſaved. Let the 
kingdom of thy grace, and the faving know- 
ledge of Chriſt, be extended throughout the 
world; and let it greatly increaſe in our place 
and nation. Awaken and convert careleſs 
and impenitent ſinners: ſtrengthen and en- 

courage all ſuch as ſeek thy face; that they 
may never turn back : And let all thy child- 
ren be taught of thee, and grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
till they come to be with Him where he 1s : 

and in this number may we all be found, for 
thy mercies ſake, thro" the fame all- ſufficient 
and only Redeemer. Our Father which art 
in Heaven, &c. W | 
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4 Third MORNING P RAYER. 
OST holy Lord God We do not. pre · 


ſume to 5 ourſelves before thee, 
truſting in our own righteouſneſs, but in thy 
manifold and great mercies. Thy. nature and 
property is always to have mercy and to for- 
ive! Therefore receive our humble petiti- 
ons, and enable us to aſk faithfully, that we 
may obtain effectually. We confeſs that we 
are guilty and miſerable offenders. We were 
by nature born in fin, and the children of 
wrath; and are ſo tied and bound with the 
chain of our ſins, that we can in no wiſe de- 
liver ourſelves : We have gone aſtray from 
thy ways like loſt ſheep ; having left undone 
the things that we ought to have done, and 
done the things that we ought not to have 
done; and there is no health in us. We con- 
fels that we have moſt grievouſly ſinned by 
thought, word and deed, againſt thy divine Ma- 
jeſty, and have provoked moſt juſtly thy wrath 
and indignation againſt us. O grant us thy 
grace, that we may earneſtly repent, and be 
le ſorry, for all our miſdoings: let the 
remembrance of them be grievous unto us, 
and the burden of them found to be intoler- 
able: have mercy upon us, moſt merciful Fa- 
ther; and for thy Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt's 
„Ake, forgive us all that is paſt. Receive and 
e us, when grieved and wearied * 
** the 


„ 
the burden of our iniquities; ; and make us to 
know and feel that there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, in and thro 
whom we may obtain health and ſalvation, 
but only the name ot our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Thro' faith of thy Spirit's operation, may we 
dwell in Chriſt and. Chriſt in us, and be ene 
with Chriſt and Chriſt with us. O may we 
be regenerate, and made thy children by a- 
doption and grace, and daily be renewed by 
thy Holy Spirit. Give us grace that we may 
caſt away all the works of darkneſs, and put 
upon us the armour of light. Graft in our 
hearts the love of thy name, increaſe in us 
true religion, nouriſh us with all goodneſs, 
and, of thy great mercy keep us in the ſame. 
By thy Holy Spirit give us to have a right 
judgment in all things, and ever to rejoice in 
his holy comfort; and foraſmuch as through 
the weakneſs of our mortal nature we can do 
no good thing without thee, grant us the 
help of thy grace, that in keeping thy com- 
mandments, we may pleaſe thee both in will 
and deed; Enable us to withſtand the temp- 
tations.of the world, the fleſh, and the devil; 
and becauſe thro” our fins and wickedneſs we 
are ſore lett and hindered in running the race 
ſet before us, let thy bountiful mercy ſpee- 
dily help and deliver us, that with pure 
hearts and minds we may follow thee the 
only God; and that, thou being our _ 
| all 
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and guide we may ſo paſs: thro things te 
ral, that we finally loſe not the things which 
ate eternal. And while we aſk theſe: bleſ. 
lings from thee, we would render untothee the 
tribute of our moſt grateful praiſe, It is very 
meet, right; and our bounden duty, that we 
ſhould at all times and in all Places give 
thanks unto thee; the Father of mercies.— 
= by day we would magnify thee. We 
blets thee for our creation, preſervation, and 
all the bleffings of this Hfe, and particularly 
that'thou'h brought us in ſafety to the 
beginning of this day: But above all, we bleſs 
thee for re incliimeble love in the re- 
demption of the world by our Lord Jeſus 
Chrilt; for the means of grace, and for the 
hope of glory. Give us, we pray thee, ſuch 
a fenſe of all thy mercies, that our hearts 
may be unfeignedly thankful, and that we 
may ſhew forth thy praiſe, not only with 
our lips, but in our ves; by giving up our- 
ſelves to thy fervice, and by walking before 
wp in holineſs and righteouſneſs all our 
: So that whenever we ſhall depart this 
155 we may fleep in Jeſus, and at the gene- 
ral reſurreckion in the laſt day be found 72 
ceptable in thy ſight. We pray thee, O 
Lord, to blefs and keep all thy people. Lead 
all Who profeſs and call themſelves Chriſtians 
into 5 way of truth. Have mercy on all 
5 Turks, Infidels and Hereticks, and 
| bring 
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bring them to thy own fold. Make thy 
ways Known upon earth, and thy ſaving 
health among all nations. Forgive our ene- 


mies, perſecutors, and ſlanderers, and turn 


their hearts. Give to all that are afflicted 

atience under their ſufferings, and an happy 
rue out of all their afflictions.— Keep us this 
day, we beſeech thee, both outwardly in our 
bodies, and inwardly. in our ſouls: Suffer us 
not to fall into ſin, nor to run into any kind 
of danger ; but let all our doings be ordered 
by thy governance, to do always that which 
is righteous in thy fight, thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord: In whoſe words we would further 
pray, Our Father, &c. 


EVENING. 
LORD and heavenly Father, we' thy 
unworthy ſervants defire thy. fatherly 
goodneſs, mercifully to accept our ſacrifice of 
praiſe and thankſgiving for the mercies of the 
day paſt; as well as for all other oy un- 


numbered and unceaſing benefits beſtowed 
upon us, ever ſince we were born. Thou 


art good, and doeſt good. The fruits of thy 
love and bounty, we have daily and hourly 
received. We are indebted to thee for our 


life, and for the preſervation of it; fon our 
health and peace, our friends, our food and 


raiment, and for preſent comforts more than 
| woe 


( 249 ) 
we can expreſs. O do thou give us ſuch a 
ſenſe of thy goodneſs upon our minds, that 
we may acknowledge it, not only with our 
lips and upon our knees, but with real gra- 
titude and love to thee in our hearts. And 
eſpecially, we beſeech thee ſo deeply to affect 
our minds with the conſideration and re- 
membrance of thy redeeming love, and that 
rich proviſion which thou haſt made iu Jeſus 
- Chriſt for our ſinful and guilty ſouls, and 
the door of mercy and acceptance which thou 
Haſt open'd for ſuch ſinners as we are, thro his 
obedience unto death; that we may praiſe 
thee as thy children in this world, and here- 
after unite in praiſing thee for ever, with the 
whole multitude of thy ſaints in glory. Let 
the thought of all thy goodneſs and long- ſuf- 
fering lead us to repentance; and let a view 
of the ſuffering love of Jeſus break our hearts 
becauſe of our fins which pierced and nailed 
him to the croſs. —We would confeſs: with 
ſhame and ſelt- abaſement, that by the de- 
pravity of our nature, and by the daily and 
| hourty rebellion of our lives, we have tranſ- 
greſſed thy law, offended thy juſtice,” abuſed 
thy patience and mercy, and crucified the 
Lord of glory. Teach as to know our tranſ- 
greſſions and our fins through the conviction 
of thy good Spirit, and to apply by a lively 
faith to the blood of ſprinkling for the pardon 
of them; and let the happy enjoyment 
4 * thy 
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thy for ting merey in Chriſt be brought in 
to bur ſouls, that we may 'rejoice in thee ab 
our teconciled God, and be prepared to ſerve 
ther in love as thy children, and walk before 


thee in © newneſs of life, to thy honor and 
glory. Let all our truſt and confidence be in 
the atonement and righteouſneſs of. Chriſt 
for acceptance and favor with thee, living 


and dying; and thus may we find that relief 
and peace for our minds, and that ſtrength 
of ſalvation and comfort, which neither un- 
belief nor Satan can deprive us of. Lead us 
in the paths of univerſal godlineſs and righte- 
ouſneſs. Let us be not of the world, as Chriſt 
was not of it, nor conformed to it in any of 


Its evil ways, pleaſures of vanities; Saye us 
from the corruptions and deceitfulneſs of our 


own evil hearts; aud from all the devices of 
the devil; Who oeth always about ſeeking 

Vat. Direct us in all thy 
ways by thy word and Spirit, and ſuffer us 
not to decline from thy paths. Engraft thy 
love in our hearts, that we may hate the thing 
which is evil, and always be ready to chooſe 
any ſufferihg rather than fin: And from an 
affecting view of the treachery and depravity 
of our hearts and of the many dangers we are 


expoſed to, may we rely only upon the grace 


of Chriſt which is ſufficient to keep us from 
falling. Thro' this grace may we go on from 
ſtrength to . and daily proceed in all 

Hh virtas 
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virtue and godlineſs of living; that whenever 
death ſhall overtake us, we may he found 
ripe for heayen, and obtain an abundant en- 
trance thereinto.— Forgive all that thy ꝓure 
eye hath ſeen evil in us this day: be not ex- 
treme to mark our tranſgreſſions: but grant 

us to lie down this night in peace with the, 
_ with an intereſt in the ſalvation and ho 


of the goſpel; that if death ſhould arreſt us 


before the morning light, we may not lift 
up our eyes in torments, but find ourſelves 
in thy embraces, as the monuments of thy 
rich grace and merey in Chriſt for ever.—0 
Lord, in merey hear theſe our requeſts: and 
likewiſe extend thy love to our fellow - mor- 
tals in general. Have mercy. upon all men. 
Turn the unconverted from the error of, their 
ways. Bleſs and defend all. thy people, and 
rule and govern thy holy church, univerſal in 
the right way. Comfort the afflicted with 
Jpiritual conſolations. 41 orgive our enemies, 
and incline us to love and forgive them. Bleſs 
all our friends, relations, acquaintance and 

neighbors: otect them and us from all the 
N aud wh ngers of this night. Unite us 


together, in the; enjoyment, of all ſpiritual 


bleſſings, and beſtow on us whatever 1 is need- 

ful for the body, All this we aſk in the 
name, and for tis fake . ele Cheſt. Our 
Father, Sc. 92 3 21 
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Ather EVENING PRATER. 
LORD GOD Almighty! who dwelleſt 
the beavens, and yet beholdeſt all 
We iohia ants. of the earth; in whom we 
lire and move and have our being, and by 
whom we have been upholden ever fince we 
were born: We would lift up our ſouls unto 
thee, and preſent unto. thee our evening ſa- 
ctifice of prayer and praiſe. How great and 
marvellous is thy condeſcenſion and goodneſs, 
in that thou wilt look upon ſuch ſinuers as 

we are, | We. confeſs that we are tranſgreſſors 
from the womb ; yea, we were by nature 
born in ſin and the children of wrath. As 
the —— of fallen Adam, we are altoge- 
ther corrupt and polluted in all the parts and 
faculties of our ſouls, and inclinable only 
to evil continually: And from the fountain 
of iniquity in our hearts, have daily proceeded 
innumerable ſtreams of actual rebellion againſt 
thy divine Majeſty. Our fins of omiſſion 
and commiſſion have been more than the 
ſands on the ſea ſhore; and every ane of them 
is deſerving of thy wrath to x uttermoſt, 
even of — eternal death which thou haſt 
declared to be the wages of fin. What great 
reaſon have we. then to acknowledge, that 
it is of thy mercies that we are not conſumed! 
How great is thy mercy toward us, in not 
——_ conſigned us before now to the loweſt 
H h 2 hell ! 


| 
| 


hell ! How) wonderful, is thy n 
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in waitlug till now to be gracious to us; a 
In ſtill permitting and inviting us to come 
unto thee by Jeſus Chriſt. How unſpeakable 
is thy love, in having given thy dear Son out 
of thy boſom, to be made in our nature, to 
fulfil all righteouſneſs for guilty men, and to 


| become an atoning ſacrifice for ſins! Help 


us, O Lord, to draw nigh unto thee by that 
new and living way which he hath opened for 


ſinners thro' the vail of his ſuffering fleſh: 


Make all our fins hateful and - burdenſome to 
us; and grant us by faith in the blood of 
Jeſus, to obtain reconciliation with thee, and 


thy peace in our conſciences. Hide thy face 


from our ſins, and blot out all our iniquities. 
Lead us continnally to the fountain opened 
in the blood of our Saviour for ſin and un- 
cleanneſs, that our guilty and polluted ſouls 
may be made whiter than ſnow. Mercifully 


forgive our fins of this day. We confeſs that 
inſtead of having loved and ſerved thee as we 
caught to have done, throughout the day, we 


have been adding to the multitude of our for- 
mer rebellions. O give us daily repentance, 
and pardon for our daily ſins; and help us 
daily to fly for refuge to Chriſt, and to find 
him precious and deſirable above all things, 
to our ſouls. By faith in him, may we rot 


only obtain acceptance with thee, but like- 


wiſe the powerful influences and conſtant ſup- 


plies. 


92 3 

plies of that Spirit, which he received with. 
out meaſure, to ſanctify and renew our ſouls 
after thy image and likeneſs. 'Thro* the croſs 
of Chriſt may we be crucified to the world, 
and the world to us. Through the Spirit 
may we be enabled to mortify the deeds of 
the body, that we may live. Thro' the victory 

of our Savior, may we get the victory over 
all the aſſaults and temptations of the devil. 
May we ſhew that we are in Chriſt, and de- 
livered from condemnation, by being new: 
creatures, and by walking no longer after the 
| fleſh, but after the Spirit. Convert us in 
our hearts from every idol, and from the 
love of every ſin; and ſtrengthen us by thy 
grace, that the whole tenor of our lives and 
converſations may be as becomes the goſpel z 
that we may always exerciſe ourſelves to have 
a conſcience void of offence towards God and 
all men,—Give the ſame bleſſings to all our 
friends and relations, that they alſo may be 
ſubjects together with us of thy kingdom of 
grace, and heirs of thy kingdom of glory. 
Feed and govern thy whole church; and let 
all that love thee, of every denomination, be 
kept from the evil which is in the world, 
from the evil of their on hearts, and all the 
devices of the devil; keep them humble, be- 
lieving, and holy, and faithful unto death. 
Increaſe and multiply the number of thoſe 
that are ſuch: Let thy goſpel kingdom be 
| | 1 enlar ged, 


Make the light of goſpeb truth every where 
to thine forth, and make manifeſt tha ſavor. 
of the knowledge of Chriſt in every place, 


Jeſus Chriſt, Oar Father, c. 


©: ASP 
whole earth, Eſpecially do thou cauſe it to 
prevail more and? more in theſe kingdoms. 


that this may indeed be a righteous, nation, 
and a Chriſtian land. Bleſs our rulers and 
governors; rule their hearts in thy faith and 
fear, and enable them to act uprightly in 
their high ſtations; and to be a terror to evil- 


doers, and a praiſe to them that do well. — 


Accept our praiſes and thankſgivings for all 


the mercies of this day; and give us grace to 


uſe and improve all thy temporal benefits, 


according to thy will, and to thy glory. 


Preferve us, and all belonging to us, during 


the dangers and darknefs of rhe night: give 
us quiet and refreſhing reſt, and ler no plague 


come nigh our dwelling. Fit us for the ſleep 
of death, whenever it ſhall come upon us ; 
and enable us to be daily waiting for, and ex- 
petting it, in the faith of Jeſus as the con- 


queror of death, and in continual watching 


and prayer. Grant that we may all belong 
to thy family and houſhold. Be nigh to us, 
and give thine angels charge over us to keep 


us; and whether we wake or ſleep, may we 


ſtill be with thee ; and living and dying and 
for eber, may we be thine, thro our Lord 
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G of Hoſts; the Almighty 
AF; Creator, af all things, and moſt graci- 
ls: Bedefator to the human rage: Make us 
ſenſihle cho much it is our privilege, as well 
a5 duty to worſhip thee. Convince us of 
thyegreatneſs and goodneſs, and of our own 


vileneſs and unworthineſs; and enable us: to 


ehm into thy preſence with æeverence and 
godly fear, with deep humiliation and ſelf- 
abaſement, and yet with confidence in thy 
promiſes which thou haſt made and eſtabliſh- 
och in Chriſt. Teach us to aſk ſuch bleſſings 
aste according to thy will; and give us fer- 
vent deſires after thoſe things which we aſk 
with our lips; that our prayers may not be 
in mere fotmality and careleſſneſs, but that 
we may worſhip thee: in ſpirit and in truth, 
and receive a gracious anſwer to our requeſts, 
in the name of jJeſus Chriſt thy dearly be- 
loved Son, in whom thou art well pleaſed. 
Me are in ourſelves wretched, and miſerable, 
aud poor, and blind, and naked. We are 
ſinners againſt heaven, and in thy ſight, both 
by mature and practice. We are altogether 
loſt and undone; and can bring no relief to 
ourſelves : :We need to aſk and receive every 
thing from thee, the fountain of all 


thou art good, and ready to forgive; and 
1 that 


n 
that thou giveſt liberally to all; that aſk of 
thee, and upbraideſt not. O grant us, we 
pray thee, the free and full pardon of all o 
-fins thro” the precious blood of Chriſt, ad 
cover all our deformity withithe ſpotleſs robe 
of his righteouſneſs, that we may be blame- 
leſs and acceptable in thy ſight: And give 
us an humble and lively faith in him, as our 
Saviour and our Lord. Grant us the plenti- 
ful influences of thy Holy Spirit out of the 
fulneſs of Chriſt, to turn us unto thee, to 
enlighten our dark minds, to renew our de- 
-praved hearts, and to help us in every time 
of need, that we may fight the good fight 
of faith, and walk before thee in holineſs 
and righteouſneſs all the days of our life, re- 
nouncing the devil and all his works, the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world, and 
all the ſinful luſts of the fleſh. Let us not 
reſt in the dead form of godlineſs; but 
give us the lively power of it in our ſouls: 


And let it be our happy privilege to live a 


life of prayer and communion with the Father 
and the Son thro' the Spirit, as the beginning 
and foretaſte of heaven. We thank thee; 0 


Lord, for preſerving us this day, and bring- 


ing us in ſafety to the concluſion of it, and 
for all the comforts of this life; confeſſing 
ourſelves unworthy of the leaſt of them.. We 
deſire to take ſhame to ourſelves for the fins 
ef this day, and beſeech thee not to enter in- 
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to judgment with us for them, but to blot 


them out of the book of thy remembrance; 


and to accept us in thy dear Son, to whoſe 
ctoſs we would fly for refuge. Take us, and 
all belonging to us, under thy powerful pro- 
tection this night: Let thy providential care 
be over us, to preſerve us in our unguarded 
hours. Keep us from all inward and out- 
ward evil. Save us from vain and ſinful ima- 
inations, and enable us to meditate on thy 
word both by day and by night. Give us ſuch 
reſt as may fit us for the duties of the follow- 
ing day, if thou ſhalt be pleaſed to add ano- 
ther day to our lives; and teach us to act in 
our ſeveral ſtations according to thy will, and 
as becomes Chriſtians. Theſe bleſſings, wth 
all that is needful for us, for thy whole 
church, and for all mankind, we humbly 
beg of thee in the name. and for the ſake of 
our only Mediator, Saviour, and Hope, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And in his perfect form 
of prayer, we would further call upon thee: 
Our Father, &Cc. 


LORD's DAT MORNING. 


Mg great, glorious, and eternal Lord 


God! We would adore thee with all 
the powers and affections of our ſouls, as the 
Almighty Creator of the world, and as the 
merciful Saviour of, ſinful and miſerable 
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men who didſt reſt the ſeventh day from the 


works which thou didſt make, and didſt alſo 
ſanctify the Chriſtian Sabbath by the reſur- 
rection of Jeſus Chriſt from the dead. We 
thank thee, O Lord, for thy preſervation of 


us thro? the paſt night, and for the return of 


thy own day: And we would eſteem it our 
privilege and happineſs to be employed in 
thy more immediate ſervice. We acknow- 
ledge that we have not improved thy. fab- 
baths and ordinances. as we ought to have 
done: And we defire to humble ourſelves 
before thee for having trifled with them in 
time paſt, and abuſed them; and for all other 
our manifold provocations. Lord, lay not 
any of our iniquities to our charge; but 
cleanſe our fouls: from the guilt and pollu- 
tion of them all, in the blood of the Lamb, 
and make them to be as tho' they had never 
been: And let the remembrance of our paſt 
negle& and ingratitude, make us now the 
more in earneſt to uſe every means of grace 
for the profit of our ſouls, and for thy glory. 
Prepare us this day to worſhip thee in ſpirit 
and truth, both in publie and private. Let 
the deſire of our fouls be to thy name, and 
to the remembrance of thee, Pour thy. good 
Spirit upon us, that in the uſe of thy bleſſed 
ordinances we may obtain and grow in the 
faith and knowledge of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
zud the power of godlineſs, Deliver us * 
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wanderings and diſtractions of our thoughts, 
Let our hearts be fixed and our defires fer- 


vent; that we may join in the aſſemblies of 
thy people, with true devotion, in offering 
up our united prayers and praiſes; and may 


be able to fay from happy experienee, that 
it is good for us to draw near to thee; and that 
a day in thy courts is better than a thouſand 
others. May we love the habitation of thy 
houſe, and the place where thine honour 
dwelleth, Let thy Sabbath be our delight; 
holy and Honourable in our eſteem, Suffer 
us not to be forgetful hearers, but receivers 
and doers of thy word. May we treaſure it 
up in an hotreſt and good heart: Let not the 


cares of the world, the deceitfulneſs of rich- 


es, or the luſts of other things, choak the 
good ſeed, and render it unfruitful. O let 
us not periſh for ever, with the ſound of Sal- 
vation in our ears: But let thy Spirit open 
our hearts, and teſtify of Chriſt, and reveal 
him in us as the hope of glory, that we may 


truly receive him and walk in him, and be 


ſaved by him, in time, and thro' all eterni- 
ty: And thus, let us have cauſe to bleſs and 
adore thee for ever for thine ordinances, and 
that ever we heard the goſpel's joyful ſound. 
—— Thanks be to thy name for that grace, 
mercy, and peace, which is ſet before us in 
a dying Jeſus; for the word of reconciliation 
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that we are permitted to hear; and for thy 


peculiar kindneſs in viſiting our nation with 


the light of thy ſaving truth. O impreſs 
our hearts more deeply with a ſenſe of the 
worth of it, and of thy diſtinguiſhed good- 


neſs to our land: And let thy goſpel come 
to us, and to others all — 


our periſhing fellow-mortals every where, 
not in word only, but in power and in the 


 Holy-ghoſt: And grant thy preſetice with all 
Worſhipping aſſemblies this day, and eſpeci- 


ally with our's. Bleſs all thy miniſters, eve- 
ry where, that teach and preach Jeſus Chriſt, 


and eſpecially him who is over us in the 


Lord: Make them diligent, and faithful, and 
holy, and exemplary: Teach them by thy 
Spirit, that they may teach others aright : 


Enable them rightly to divide the word of 


truth, and to declare the whole counſel of 
God: And accompany thy werd in their 
mouths with the power of thy grace, that it 


may be attended with abundant ſucceſs it 


the converſion of ſinners, the comfort an 
encouragement of thoſe that ſeek thy face, 
and the edification of thy faithful people.— 
Make this, we beſeech thee, a bleſſed and 
lorious day, and a day much to be remem- 
bered, by the deſtruction of the kingdom of 
ſin and darkneſs, and by the increaſe and 
„ of thy own kingdom in the 
\ wor Id. 


us, and to 
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world. Wherever Chriſt is preached, let not 
thy word return unto thee void; but accom- 


pliſh what thou pleaſeſt, and proſper in the 
thing for which thou doſt ſend it. Let ma- 


ny be born again this day by means of it; 


and all thy children fed thereby, that they 


may grow up into Chriſt in faith and holi- 


neſs, till they arrive in that world of bliſs 
and glory, where ordinances will be no long- 


er needful.—-Help us, gracious Lord, to go 


to thy houſe truſting in the multitude of thy 
mercies, and, with ſerious preparation of 


heart, to wait upon and ſeek thee. Pour 
thy Spirit upon miniſter and people; and 
give a bleſſing to us and to all that ſhall meet 
with us, ſuited to the caſe of each perſon. 


And grant that we may all ſo worſhip thee, 


and receive thy meſſage, and ſo ſpend this 
and every ſabbath, that we may have an 
earneſt and foretaſte of that everlaſting reſt 
which remaineth for all thy people. Hear 
us, O Lord, and do for us, and for thy whole 
church, greater "and better things than we 
are able to aſk or think, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt our only Mediator and Saviour: Who 
hath taught us to pray, ſaying, Our Father 


: which art in Heaven, &c. 
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TOR. DAY EVENING. 
Lord, the holy God, who art moſt blef. 
| ſed for evermore, and high above all 

heavens; we thy unworthy and ſinful orea, 

tures again preſent ourſelves before the throne 
of thy Majeſty. Aſſiſt and teach us by thy Spi- 
rit, that we may call upon thee jn an accept- 
able manner, in the preyailing, name of Jeſus 

Chriſt, who ever liveth to make interceſſion, 

We muſt at all times. addreſs ourſelves unto 

thee as guilty and miſerable ſinners, and with 

the publican's cry in our lips, God be merci- 
ful unto us ſinners, We have always been 
rebellious againſt thee : Our hearts are fool- 
iſh and depraved ; and all our ways have been 
perverſe: before thee, Even our beſt actions 
and religious ſervices have been exceedingly 
defiled with fin, and gan by no means bear 
the ſeverity of thy judgment. So far are we 
from having any merit of our own, that 
the ſinſul defilement of our beſt righteouſneſs, 
is ſufficient to condemn us. Lord help us to 

loath ourſelves in our own fight for all our a- 

bominations, and to take refuge in thy mercy. 

For the fake of that dear Redeemer, who 


ſuffered once for ſin, paſs by all our tranſ- 


1 and lay them not to our charge.— 


ardon the iniquity of our holy things, and 


whatever in us has been diſpleaſing to thee 
. this 


r “eee . . i OO BEA ES F 


ad 


( 255 ) 
this day : Impute not to us che vanity and 


e of our minds, bur want x4 fer- 
_ and zeal in thy worſhip, or any of our 
Ne 1 


ons or neglect: But accept us in Jeſus 
Chriſt the bieffel Surety of finners, and em- 
brace us with the arms of thy mercy. —— 
We thank thee that there is forgiveneſs with 
thee, and for the invitations and encourage- 
ment thou doſt give us to return unto thee, 
and to hope in thee. For ever bleſſed be thy 
name for the grace and merit of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and for the glad tidings of ſalvation thro? him, 
whg is both able and willing to fave to the 
uttermoſt, and whoſe errand into the world 
was to ſave ſinners, even the chief. Thanks be 
unto thee that we are allowed to hear of thefe 
things 3 that we have thy word daily in our 
hands, and ſounding in our ears from fabbathe 
to ſabbath, We bleſs thee particularly for 
the opportunities we have had this day, of 
aflembling together to join in thy worſhip and 
to hear thy goſpel meſſage. Forbid it, O Lord, 
that theſe mercies ſhould turn to our greater 
condemnation, by our abuſe and careleſs diſ- 
regard of them. O that all our waiting upon 
thee in thine houſe, may not be in vain ! 1 En- 
ben thy word inwardly in our hearts, and 
elp us to mix faith with it, and to yield 
obedienee to it, that it may profit us. Fix it 
m our memories, and write it in our minds. 


that we may bring forth the fruits of it in out 
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lives. May — receive with meekneſs every 
part of thy word: May we take warning by 
thy threatnings, believe thy doctrines, em- 
brace thy promiſes, accept thine offered ſal- 


vation, and willingly obey thy commands.— 


Grant that by the employments of this ſab- 
bath, we may be fitted td walk with thee in 


faith and holineſs, throughout the week! and 


learn, while we are engaged in the buſineſs of 
our callings, to look, not at the things which 


are ſeen and are temporal, but at the things 
which are not ſeen, and are eternal.—Where- 


ever the good ſeed of thy word has been ſown, 
water it with. the dew of thy grace from a- 


bove, that it may bring forth a plenteous in- 
creaſe. . Lord, grant that good and laſting, 


impreſſions may have been made upon the 


hearts of multitudes. Let thy goſpel be the 
ſavour of life unto life, and not of death un- 


to death. Let all who are favored with the 


| light of it, know in this their day, the things 


that belong to their peace, and the time of 


their viſitation : And in thy mercy cauſe this 
ſaving light to. ſhine among ſuch as remain 


in darkneſs, and the ſhadow of death, that 
their feet may be guided into the way of peace: 
Make thy ways known upon earth, and thy 
ſaving health among all nations. Shew pity 
to thoſe that are periſhing for lack of know- 


| ledge. The harveſt is great, and the labour- 


ers are few : O ſend forth more faithful 1a- 
04 EY bourers 
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(** 7 
bourers into thine harveſt. —May all the bi- 
ſhops and minifters of thy word, be taught 
of thee and be zealous and diligent to pro- 
mote thy glory and the ſalvation of fouls :— 
May they preach not themſelves, but Chriſt 


Jeſus the Lord z and be enſamples to thy 
boek, in faith and in all godlineſs. Have mercy . 
upon this ſin ful land; and let not iniquity be 


our ruin. Reſtrain the aboundings of wick- 
edneſs in rich and poor: Give repentance to 
thoſe of every rank | and by the influences 
of thy goſpel turn us, as a people to thyſelf ; 
and raake us ſenſible of the diſtinguiſhed pri- 
vileges which we enjoy, both civil and reli- 
gious; that we may lament our abuſe of 
them, and improve them henceforth to thy 
glory. — Order and over- rule all our public 
affairs to thy glory and the good of thy 
church. Bleſs the king and all the royal fa- 
mily, and grant that they may all belong to 
the houſhold of God; and do thou rule their 
hearts in thy faith, fear and love Guide and 
govern all our magiſtrates, judges, ſenators, 
and nobles, that they may act uprightly in 
their high ſtations; ſo that judgment may 
run down as water, and righteouſneſs as a 
mighty ſtream ! and that under the protecti- 
on of civil authority, we may lead quiet and 
peaceable lives in all godlineſs and honeſty.— 
Father of mercies, ſupply the wants of thoſe 
that are in neceſſity ; ; e and comfort all 
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that are ſick and afflicted, or under any cala- 
mity: Sanctify their diſtreſſes for the profit of 
their ſouls, and be to them a preſent help in 

trouble. —-Give us thankful hearts for all the 
mercies of this day; and watch over us a- 
midſt the dangers of the night. Preſerve a 
ſenſe of thy love upon our minds, and give 
us to have ſweet and delightful fellowſhip 
with thee, when we lie down and when we 
riſe up, aud continually to long and thirſt 
after thee, till we attain the full enjoyment 
of thee in a perpetual Sabbath : Hear and 
rant our requeſts, for the fake of Jeſus 
Chrilt. Our Father, &c. . 


A Prayer for a Family, when any member of it 
rs fick, proper for morning or evening. 


THOU infinitely . great and glorious 
God, thou killeſt and makeſt alive.— 

Thou woundeſt and thy hands make whole; 
thou bringeſt down to the grave, and bring- 
eſt back again. Thou doſt according to thy will 
in the armies of heaven, and among the inhabi- 
tants of the earth: and none can ftay thy hand 
or ſay unto thee, What doſt thou? yet righ- 
teous art thou in all thy ways, and holy in 
all thy works. Even when thou afflifteft 
and cauſed trouble and heavineſs to fall upon 
us, it is that we may learn righteouſneſs 
from. thy judgments, and receive profit __ 
Ws; thy 
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thy correction. Wherefore, though thou haſt 
now viſited our houſe with ſickneſs, and art 
calling us to humiliation for our fins, yet we 
would {till ſpeak good of thy name, and love. 
and bleſs thee. We defire at this ſeaſon ta 
remember all the paſt mercies with which 
thou haſt been pleaſed to bleſs us and our 
houſhold. God forbid, that our preſent grief 
ſhould make us unmindful of the conſtant be- 
nefits we have enjoyed. How long has each 
of our family laid down and riſen up, gone 
out and come in in health, ſtrength, and 
peace ? How long has the, candle of the 
Lord ſhone upon us without internuſſion ? 
For theſe multiplied favors, bleſſed, O Lord, 


be thy good and holy name; ſince the ſmal- 


leſt of benefits is more than we deſerve, and 


the ſharpeſt affliction leſs. For to us, on ac- 
count of our traſgreſſions, is moſt juſtly due 


indignation and wrath, tribulatien and an- 


guiſh, Wherefore then ſhould living men 


complain, men and tranſgreſſors, for the pu- 


niſhment of their fins ? Shall we receive fo 
much good at the hand of the Lord, and ſhall 
we not receive evil ; patiently and content- 
edly receive evil alſo ? This temper we know, 
O Lord, is our bounden duty; O form it in 
us. And as in great compaſſion to us, thou 
haſt opened a way of relief for us under every 
trouble, by directing, commanding, and en- 
couraging us in all our afflictions to pour out 
eur complaints unto thee, and tell thee of all 

K k 2 we 


a *. NS r 
eee ee een 


— -- 4 he” S S 
— p * * 

vs  <JE<.? * * 

= Fi u tan - 


— - 2 n 6 i 
a2, a. 


” a * A * o Þ £ D — 
22 as TT 4," _* = 22. TL „ 


= 
"— 
Tas 
| 4 
x 
a 
* 


Nee. 


( 0 

we fear and feel; to thee, O Father of mer. 

cies, do we make our ſupplication at this 

time. O Lord, be not far from us. In in- 

tire ſubmiſſion to thy moſt wiſe and holy will, 
do we now earneſtly pray for that perſon whoſe 

ſickneſs fills us with ſo much concern. 0 

look upon him (or her) in his low eſtate; 

ſuffer not, we beſeech thee, his diſorder to 
proceed, and let not this ſickneſs be unto 

death, but for the manifeſtation of thy grace 
towards us all. Thou knoweſt, Lord, his 
frame; lay no more upon him than thon 

wilt enable him to bear with patience and 
quietneſs of mind. And, O thou great phy- 

ſician, without whom all others are of no va- 

lue; do thou direct to the moſt proper me- 

dicines, and bleſs the art of healing to his 

body, and our great comfort. In thy duc | 
time reſtore thy ſervant to health and ſtrength 0 


again, that he may have a longer day of grace | 
and falvation, prove more uſeful, and dv | 

more good in his generation. In the mean 
time, however thou ſhalt think fit to diſpoſe | 
of him, O ſanctify unto him this affliction ; 
work in him deep humilation for his fin ; bleſs "« 
him with repentance unto life; enable him i 
by faith to behold the Lamb of God, and to \ 
\ truſt in the fountain opened in his blood, for I 
the remiſſion of fins, that, being juſtified 1 
through faith, he may have peace with God \ 
2M 


thro” Jeſus Cbriſt our Lord. Make all his bed 


Van 


in 


itſelf take away. 
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in his fickneſs, and let patience have its perfect 
work in his ſoul. Raiſe him up to praiſe thy 
name, to pay thoſe vows he makes in trouble 
before the aſſembly of thy ſaints, and to walk 


in newneſs of life. But if thou doſt not ſee 
fit to ſpare thy ſervant, whom we are now 
remembering before thee, O prepare every 
one of this family, according to our ſeveral 


relations, for the awful ſtroke. With reſpect 


to himſelf, if the time of his departure draw- 
eth nigh, O let his heart be comforted by thy 
promiſes in Chriſt, and taſte that thou art 


gracious unto him. May his ſoul be ſafe and 
happy at the hour of death ; and in the great 
day of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, may he be found 

amongſt thoſe who died in him. BI 


And help us all who are now in health, to 
improve this loud and ſolemn call to prepare 


for our own ſickneſs and deceaſe. Let us not 


abuſe our bodily ſtrength to encourage our- 
ſelves in ſinful ſecurity and impenitence. 


Give us always to be ready, by performing 


the will of our Lord, that whenſoever he ſhall 
come, we may be found of him in peace, aud 


enter into his joy: that whenever our health 


is turned into ſickneſs, and our ſtrength into 
weakneſs, and our eaſe into ſharp pain, we 
may not be caſt down or perplexed, but feel 


in our ſouls thoſe ſupports and conſolations, 


which the world can neither give, nor death 
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_ - Hear us, O Lord our God, in theſe our 
humble requeſts: forgive us our fins ; and ac- 
cept our perſons and our ſervices, through 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


A Family Thankſsiving for the Recovery of a ſick 

8 1 15 ; Hs Ly ba en 

MIX% gracious and holy, good and mer- 
ciful God ! We have heard, we have 
teen, we have experienced thy love, Blefled, 
for ever bleſſed be thy name, that inſtead of 
being known to us by the. judgments our {ins 
have deſerved, thou art manifeſted to us as 
the God willing to forgive all our iniquities. 
Thou haſt delivered our eyes from tears, and 
our hearts from anguiſh, Thy ſervant whom 
thou haſt lately afflicted, is now a monument 
of thy ſparing mercy, Thou haſt chaſtened 
and corrected him (or her) but thou haſt not 
delivered him over unto death. Thou, Lord, 
haſt turned our mourning into joy, and oui 
fears into ſongs of praiſe. . 

O may this thy ſervant, whom thou haſt 
ſpared, loye thee more, and walk more ex- 
actly before thee in the land of the living.— 
We beſeech thee perfect all that concerns his 
recovery; and grant that this gracious inter- 
_ poſition may properly affect both him and e- 
very one of us in this family. From hence- 
forth may we all more intirely depend upon 


thee for the continuance and preſervation of 
- | our 
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our deareft earthly comforts : may we conſi- 
der them as thy free gifts, O Lord, and know 


that thou alone makeſt every earthly bleſſing 
be to us what it is. And give us grace ſo to 
uſe and enjoy all our temporal comforts, as 
thoſe who know the faſhion of this world 


paſſeth away. Grant we may learn from this 


late affliction in our family, to live more like 
perſons who are ſoon to be ſeparated by death, 
and to give all diligence to grow rich towards 
God, that we may be better prepared for a 
breach in our family whenever it ſhall come. 


And whomſoever of us, O God, thou ſhalt. 


be pleaſed to call away firſt, may we be ready 
to obey the ſummons ; and though parted for 
4 ſeaſon here, be joined again in heaven, and 


be-all of us for ever with the Lord, and with 


one another, 

That we may none of us fall ſhort of ſo 
lorious an end, O grant us a clear know- 
edge of the excellency of our God, and a 
firmer dependence upon the word of thy 

grace. Grant us a ſtronger love to the Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, and a greater reſemblance of 
him: that each of us in our particular ſta- 
tion may be zealous for God, full of mercy 


and juſtice towards men, and poſſeſs every 


temper wheteby God can be glorified in us. 
Fill our minds with a more chearful and 
lively ſenſe of our obligations to thee, eſpe- 


trally for this late additional mercy; write 
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it," we, haſeech thee, pn our, hearts, ſo that 
no tempfarion from without, or corruption 
from within, may make us, ever act as if we 
8 5 Ola | 1 
Aud now. V Lord, we again preſent both 
ourſelves and family, all we have and all we 
are, 2 lively ſacrifice unto thee for all our 


remaining days. Be with us when we are 


paſſing through the valley of the ſhadow of 
death ; may we then fear ng evil, nor have 
cauſe to fear any, Guard us through the 
gloomy pafſage, and bring us ſafe tp thine 
eternal kingdom and glory. We humbly aſk 
all theſe bleſſings, though utterly unworthy 
qurſelyes of any notice, in the name of Jeſus 
Chriſt oyr Lord, who ever liyes to make in- 


terceſſion for us. Any. 


A Morning Prayer for a private Perſon. 

Eternal and ever-bleſſed God! Thou 
arc in thyſelf infinitely glorious, in the 
Son of thy love amazingly gracious. In all 
humility 1 bow Nana, 6A adoring thy di- 
vine Majeſty, by whoſe power I was brought 
into the world, and by whoſe providence | 
have been preſerved to this moment. I ac- 
knowledge that I brought a ſinful nature 
into the World with me, from whence all 
actual tranſgreſſions have flowed and pro. 
ceeded, as impure ſtreams from a polluted 


* | fountain, 
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fountain. O0 Lord, humble me, and that 


greatly, for my ofiginal corruption, for the 
follies of my childhood, for the vanities and 
impieties of my youth, and the tranſgreſſions 
and provocations of my riper years j give me 
a particular fight of them; work in my ſoul 
an ingenuous and godly ſorrow for them, and 
an entire hatred and enmity againſt them: 
Accept of the death ' and: ſufferings: of thy 
Son, as a full ſatisfaction of thy juſtice for 
all that wrong I have done to the holineſs 
of thy law, and enable me by faith to re- 
poſe the entire truſt and confidence of my 


ſoul on the ſufficiency of his merits. O let 


thy Holy Spirit, for the time to come, ſo 
direct, ſanctify, and govern both my heart 
and life in the ways of thy laws, and in the 
works of thy commandments, that in all my 
thoughts, words and works, I may ever ſeek 
thy honour and glory, and may fo order my 
converſation aright, that at death I may ſee 
the ſalvation of God. Prepare me for a fick 
bed, and fit me for a dying hour: O let 


not God be a ſtranger, nor my conſcience a. 
terror to me when I come to die; but do 


thou mercifully aſſiſt and ſuecour me in my 
laſt moments; In the hour of death, and 
in the day of judgment, Good Lord, deliver 
me,” and conduct me ſafely to thine ever- 
| laſting kingdom. I bleſs thy name, O Lord, 
for that good providence of thine which has 

L1 brought 
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brought me to the light of another day; do 
thou ſo prevent me with thy grace, ſo di- 
rect and aſſiſt me by thy holy and good Spi- 

rit, that I may not this day run into any fin 
and temptation; that I may not follow nor 
be led by any worldly or carnal luſts; but 
be enabled in my place and ſtation to per- 
form my duty to thyſelf and my neighbour, 
with ſuch care, fidelity, and chearfulneſs, as 
may be acceptable both to God and man, I 


_ humbly commend this church and nation to 
thy merciful care and protection. Let our 


gracious Sovereign live m thy fight, and rule 
in thy fear; and let all his ſubjects fear God, 
honour the King, and love one another. Aſ- 
fiſt all thy miniſters in their hard and dif- 
ficult work, and proſper their endeavours 
with thy blefling, particularly thy ſervant's 
who labours among us in thy word and 
doctrine. Pity all in an afflicted condition, 
pardon their fins, and ſupply their wants. 
Remember all my relations for good, re- 
quite the kindneſs of my friends, and for- 
give my enemies, and enable me to forgive 
them alſo. Theſe mercies, with whatſoever 
elſe thou knoweſt to be needful for me and 
all mankind, I humbly beg in the name and 
mediation of my bleſſed Redeemer, ſaying 
as he hath taught me: Our Father, &c. 


An 
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An Evening Prayer for 4 private Perſon. 
OST holy and ever-blefled Lord God! 
the Father of mercies, the Fountain of 
ſs, and the Author of all grace! 1 
efire again this evening, to bow before thy 
Mercy-ſeat, to adore and praiſe thy glorious 
Majeſty, for thy gracious care and providence 
over me the day paſt. Pardon, moſt merci- 
ful Father, I moſt. humbly beſeech thee, 
whatever ſins I have committed, or what- 
ever duties I have omitted this day, contra- 
ry to my reſolutions and obligations; pity 
my weaknefles, and accept my ſincere en- 
deavors to ſerve and glorify thee. Wherein 
I have been wont to ſlip, Lord, help me to 
be more watchful; wherein I have been care- 
leſs and negligent, let me uſe greater dili- 
gence and circumſpection; help me more ſen- 
ſibly to groan under this body of fin which I 
carry about with me, and fo interrupts me 
in thy ſervice, © that when 1 would do good, 
evil is preſent with me,” And O that the 
ſenſe of the corruption which I find ſtirring 
in my ſoul, may cauſe me more earneſtly to 
implore the help of thy blefled Spirit, which 
alone can enable me to mortify all my evil 
and corrupt affections, ta deny all ungod- 
lineſs cn worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world.” 
Raiſe up my heart and my affections above 
L1z2 this 


this world and the things below, and place 
them upon thyſelf, and the' things that arc 


above; help me daily to call to a 


things of eternity and another world, and to 
believe them as certainly as if I ſaw them 
with my bodily eyes. Hear, O Lord, and 


anſwer the ſupplications and prayers'-which 


have been put up unto thee by any of thine 
this day, on the behalf of this church and 
nation: Grant that peace and happineſs, truth 
and juſtice, religion and piety, may be eſtab- 
liſned among us for all generations. Secure 
the perſon of thy ſervant King George from 
all attempts of violence; and let all that are 
in authority under him execute judgment 
and juſtice impartially, to the puniſhment of 
wickedneſs and vice, and to the maintenance 
of thy true religion and godlineſs. Let all 
that miniſter unto thee in holy things en- 
deavor, both by the purity of their doctrine 
and the piety of their lives, to win many to 
a love of holineſs and 'religion, that they 
may ſhine as the ſtars for ever and ever.— 
Pity all thoſe who are in a worſe condition 
than myſelf; ſupply their wants out of thy 
abundance, and work, in me a readineſs ot 
cliſpoſition to adminiſter to their neceſſities 
according to my ability. Accept my thank- 
ful returns to thy Majeſty for all thy mercies, 
tor the Fountain of them all, the holy Jeſus; 
for all the invaluable benefits of his incarna- 
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tion, death, paſſion, reſurrection, aſcenſion, 
and interceſſion; for the gift of thy Holy 
Spirit, for the light of thy glorious goſpel, 
for all the comforts and conveniences of life 
afforded to me, which many better than my- 
ſelf are deprived of; for thy watchful care 
and good hand of Providence over me this 


day. Receive me into thy protection this 


night, ſanctify my reſt, and keep me from 
ſinning againſt thee upon my bed; let the 
natural repoſe of my body put me in mind, 
that ere long I muſt ſleep in the boſom of 
the grave, and wake no more till the morn- 
ing of the reiurrection; for which ſolemn 
hour, good Lord, prepare and fit me and all 


mankind, by a renewed frame of heart, and 


a religious courſe of life, for thy mercies ſake 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who hath. both directed and 
commanded me when I pray to ſay, Our 
Father, &c. 


A Prayer for one convinced of Sin. 
O D, be merciful to me a finner': a 
” ſinner beyond expreſſion! How ſhall 


I lf up mine eyes towards thee, O thou 


moſt Holy, or take thy name within my pol- 
luted lips! O Lord, thou needeſt not my 
confeſſion to inform thee, for thine eye hath 
been ever upon my path; and of the things 
that have come into my mind, thou haſt 


known | 
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known every one of them. The vanity of 
my childhood, the folly of my youth; the 
obſtinacy and rebellion of my riper years, are 
all written in thy book. Alas! thou know- 
eſt I was conceived in fin, and have lived in 
ſin ever ſince I was born: all thy command- 
ments have I broken, all thy mercies have J 
abuſed, trifled with thy patience, reſiſted thy 
Spirit, and rejected thy goſpel, times with- 
out number. e 

So focoliſh and ignorant, ſo ſtupid and 
hardened, unthankful and unfaithful have ! 
been; a tranſgreſſor from the womb : ſuch 
has been my life. What then muſt my heart 


be, the fonntain from whence all theſe ſtreams 
of bitterneſs have flowed ? O Lord, thou 


haſt ſaid it, and I cannot deny it, my heart 
is deceitful above all things, and deſperately 
wicked; I am wholly. defiled. There is no 
ſound part in me. I am full of pride and ig- 
norance, unbelief and ſelf-will; my boaſted 
ſtrength is weakneſs, and my beſt righteouſ- 
neſs as an unclean thing before thee. I owe 
thee ten thouſand talents, but have nothing 
to pay. I am bound to a perfect obedience, 
but I cannot perform. O wretched man, 
who ſhall deliver me? Wherewithal ſhall I 
come before the moſt high God? Will fighs, 


or tears, or promiſes anſwer the demands of 


thy law, ſatisfy thy juſtice, and avert thy 
_ righteous anger? or where ſhall I hide my 
| guilty 
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guilty head? O Lord, my fleſh trembleth, 
my heart faileth before thee. I am afraid of 
thy judgments. I have deſerved them all; 
and {houldſt thou now pour forth thy wrath 
upon me unto. the uttermoſt, even in the 
midſt of my ſufferings, I muſt own thy juſ- 
tice. Shouldſt thou | ſhut out my prayers, 
and fay, Depart, thou curſed, into everlaſt- 
ing fire, I muſt be dumb. But, O Lord, 
though I have thus deſtroyed myſelf, is there 
no help, no hope in thee ? Haſt thou not re- 
vealed thyſelf in thy word, as © The Lord 
God, merciful and gracious, long-fuftering, 
and abundant 3 in goodneſs and truth, forgiv- 
ing iniquity, tranſgreſſion and fin ?“ And 
haſt thou not commended thy love to poor loſt 
| ſinners, in giving thine only Son to be the 
propitiation for ſin? Hath not thy kind Pro- 
vidence put thy goſpel into my hands, to 
prevent my ſinking into deſpair? Thou haft 
been pleaſed to inform me of the ſinleſs life 
and meritorious death of thy only begotten 
Son, of the grace of his heart to the chief of 
ſinners, and the interceſſion he ever lives to 
make for the worſt that come to thee by him: 
and though it is amongſt my moſt abomi- 
nable fins, and the cauſe of them, that I ſo 
long {lighted this record of thy Son, I now 
ſee and feel, that except he faves me, I muſt 
undoubtedly periſh for ever. All that believe 
in 
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id him he will fave'; and I am taught it thy 
word that faith is th y gift, and of thy opera- 
tion in the ſoul. O beſtols and work in me 
the work of faith with power, I beſeech thee, 
unworthy as Lam. Enable me to behold the 
ſuffering wounded Lamb of God, who pour 
ed forth his ſoul an offering for kranſgreſſors 
O help me to believe that he has his own ſelf, 
bore my ſins on his own body on the tree; 
that he has delivered me from the curſe of 
the law, being made a curſe for me. O let 
me feel the powerful efficacy of that blood 
which cleanſeth from all fin. O let that Spi- 
rit which Jeſus is exalted to beftow, teſhfy 
of him to me, and glorify him in my eyes, 
that my troubled conſcience may enjoy peace, 
and my ſoul find reſt in Chriſt. Gird me 
with ſtrength for thy bleſſed ſervice, and re- 
deem me by thy mighty grace, from the 
power of all iniquity, from the hands of all 
my enemies, that I may live devoted to thee 
for ever, O ſpare me, good Lord, that 1 
may be a monument of the riches of thy 
mercy, and an inſtrument of ſpreading thy 
praiſe, who art juſt, and yet the juſtifier ol 
the finner and the ungodly, through him 
whom thou haſt held forth to be a pro- 
pitiation for fin through faith in his blood. 
aug 


A Prayer 


( 23 ) 


4 Projer for the Increaſe of Faith in Cuil 


NLARGE, I beſeech thee, O Lord 
my God, my narrow heart, to receive 
thy precious promiſes, in all their power and 
fulnefs. If the faint hope I already have that 
thou art my reconciled Father, Was not 
founded upon thy own, faithfu ward, it 
would indeed be preſumption to aſk of thee to 
confirm, it to a full affurance. But fince thou 
haſt given to them that believe exceeding 
great and precious promiſes, that. they migh bi 
be partakers of a diving nature; and'by thy 
immutable word and oath, haſt; provided that 
all who fly to Jeſus Chriſt for ras, ſhould 
have ſtrong conſolation, O give me to enjoy 
the ineſtimable benefit. Lord, 1 do believe, 
help thou mine unbelief. Adored be thy 
free grace, for what thou haſt already done: 
but, O perfect thy work in me: make me 
ſtrong in faith, that on all occaſions I may 
give glory to God. Thou | haſt ſhewn me 
omething of my own miſery, I ſee, I feel 
myſelf a loſt creature, without thy ſalvation, 
——Fhou haſt alſo given me ſome under- 
D to know him that is true, even the 
mighty Saviour; and every hope of mercy 
2 ounded upon him, I renounce. I have 
caſt myſelf at is feet, and ſaid, Lord, ſave 
me, or I periſh. I cannot doubt his power, 
but, O forgive me, that I fo often doubt his 
Mm love 
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love and willingneſs to fave ſuch as I am, 
though I know for this purpoſe he appeared 
in the form of a ſervant, and gave up the 


Ghoſt in Wins! and agonies, and ble "op 
the croſs. 


* * 1 
- * 


ſo as no more to bun nor to be in darkneſs 
Perſuade me fully of my own fingerity in 
intruſting my deareſt concerns into the hands 
of Chriſt, and of his willingneſs and ability 
to keep that which I have committed to him 
againſt the great day; to preſerve ine from 
falling, to Ae me under all my trials, to 
defend me againſt all my enemies through 
this ſtate of warfare, and at length to preſent 
me faultleſs before thy Noni ons preſence with 
exceeding joy joy. 

Fain would I rely upon thy faithful pro- 
miſes; „Hain would I rejoice in hope; but, 
alas! an evil heart of unbelief deprives me of 
thoſe comforts and privileges provided in the 
goſpel for returning ſinners. Let the Sun of 
righteouſneſs ſhine forth with healing 1n his 
beams, ſcattering the miſts and clouds which 
hang upon my mind. Give me grace to ſcck 
this bleſſing, by diligently reading thy holy 
word, by being inſtant in prayer, conſtant in 
the uſe of all ordinances, and circumſpedt | in 
all my converſation. Let me not remain ig- 
norant of the devices of Satan, that he may 
neither terrify me by his malicious ſuggeſt: 

Ons, 
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ons, nor ſeduce me under the appearances of 


an angel of light, to depart one ſtep from the 


rule of thy word, either to do what thou haſt 


not commanded, or to expect what thou haſt 
not promiſed. But having my heart, my 


hope, my eye fixed upon thee alone, may I 
chearfully wait for the accompliſhment of all 


the good, both in time and in eternity, pro- 
miſed to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. I 
alk this in his name. Amen. 1 


A A- Prayer for Repentance. 
LORY be to thee, O Lord God al- 
mighty and everlaſting, for _— 


thine only begotten Son to be a Prince and 


a Saviour, to give repentance and remiſſion 
of ſins to us miſerable offenders, who have 
no power of ourſelves truly to repent. 

Make us, we beſeech thee, O God, duly 
ſenſible of this thy great mercy, and of our 
abſolute need of it, that neither the conſci- 
ouſneſs of our guilt may deter us from im- 
ploring thy pardon, nor the love of ſin de- 
lude us to fancy we can caſt away our tranſ- 
greſſions and repent whenever we will. O 
convince us that we cannot turn and prepare 
ourſelves by our natural ſtrength to call upon 
God. Save us from flattering: ourſelves, as 
we are prone to do, that ſickneſs or pain, 
adverſity or the approach of death, can of 
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| themſelves diſpoſe us to a repentance not ta 


be repented of. Give us an underſtanding to 
know, that if we are no longer hardened in 


fin, it is becauſe the Lord maketh our hearts 


ſoft; if we are brought to God and accepted 


of him, may we moſt thankfully acknow- 
| ledge, that it is becauſe the Lord hath grant- 


ed us repentance unto life, And never, O 


God ! let the pride of our own hearts, or the 


erroneous judgment of the world, lead us ta 


deny or to forget, that every good and every 
perfect gift is frorn above, and cometh down 


from the Father of lights, in whom is no va- 


riableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning; wha 


of his own will begets ſons and daughters to 


himſelf with the word of truth. - | 


And as thou, O Lord God! haſt command- 


ed all men every where to repent, and de- 


clared, that except we repent we muſt periſh, . 


O ſuffer not, we beſeech thee, our pride to 


lead us to juſtify ourſelves, as the Scribes and 
Phariſees did of old, refuſing to be baptiſed: 
with the baptiſm of repentance, O let not 


any benefits we may have enjoyed from edu- 
cation, through thy preventing or reſtraining 
grace, puff us up to think we need no repent · 


ance. Let not the commendations of men, 


nor any excellencies we pofleſs in their opi- 
nion, ſeduce us to imagine we need not feel 
all the workings of a truly contrite heart, or 
prompt us to ſay, begauſe we are innocent, 
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therefore ſhall wrath be turned away from 
us: From ſuch blindneſs and hardnefs of 
heart, good Lord, deliver us; Suppreſs it in 
its firſt riſings; convinte us there is no 
r provocation in thy ſight than for man, 

that is born of a woman, to exalt himſelf 
than to ſay, I am clean without tranſgreſſion : 
Fam innocent, neither is there iniquity in 
me, for which I ought to mourn and repent 
And do thou, who art a God of pity, in- 
ſtrut us by thy Spirit, that we may perfectiy 
diſtingutſh between true repentance and eve» 
ry falſe appearance of this precious grace, 
Give us to know, that freedom from groſs 
iniquities is not ſufficient proof that We are 
paſſed from death unto life, and numbered 
by thee our God, amongſt repenting ſinners. 
Let no other evidence ſatisfy us that we ate 
ourſelves of that happy number, than the in · 
ward experience of our vileneſs and condem- 
nation fot fin z nothing but the loathing of 
ourſelves, for the evil of our ways and of our 
domgs; nothing but the forfaking of every 


ſin, and feeling within ourſelves a heart 


tumbled for our tranſgreſſions, and depend- - 
ing wholly for remiffion of fins on the blood 
of thy Son. O may all theſe inſeperable 
properties of true repentance be found in ut; 
may they always appear to have inſſuence on 
our tempers and practice, proclaiming _ 

5 | 


( 278 ) 


about us, that we are univerſally changed and 


made new creatures in Chriſt Jeſuꝑ. 

And as We pray thus, O Lord! for the 
bleſſing and gift of true repentance for our- 
ſelves, ſo do we intreat thee to have mercy. 
upon all who are an the miſery and under the 
aiiguiſh of a wounded ſpirit. Lead them to a 
complete repentance; give them beauty for 
aſhes, and the garment of praiſe for the ſpirit 
of heavineſs, that they may flouriſh-as trees 
of the Lord's planting, that he may be glori- 
fied. Pity thoſe who are putting off their re- 


pentance to a ſick bed, and a dying hour; 
who, whilſt they are acknowledging they 
cannot but periſh. without they : repent, love 
their fin ſo deſperately as to put off calling 


upon their God, to an hour that they cannot 


be ſure of, O convince them of their mad- 


neſs, and bring them to the right uſe of their. 


reaſon, and the calls of thy word; that they 


may make haſte to fly for refuge whilſt it is 
the accepted time, and the day of ſalvation. 


Finally, we beſeech thee, O God, for thy N | 
own name's ſake, and for thy truth's ſake, lift 


up by thy Spirit, a ſtandard againſt the horri- 
ble profaneneſs, which is come in upon our 


land like a flood: take away from the wicked 


the lie in their right hand, who imagine that 

it ſhall be well with them in eternity, even 
though they die without true and faithful 

repentance. Dein 80 | 
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impl. 4 rom thee, O God Fr all grace in 
depend ence upon his all-ſuth e n and 
never-ceaſing, dg en. Who has com- 


manded repentance and * au of ſins to 


preached in his name tq every creature, 
be. Jeſus Chriſt, thy listen Amen. 55 
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0: hou moſt holy and. righteous God, 
who ordereſt all ings in heaven and 
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ments to do thy will, and execute 12 pur- 
poſe Oh wes the children of men. O thou 
infinitely wiſe and gracious Govetnor of the 
world, often have I ſaid, Thy will be * 
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But now thou art pleaſed to afftict me, I find 


my nature ready to ſhrink back, and to be 
clamorous or fretful under the ſacred, but 


painful croſs. What I have often ſa ome 


repeated, 1 am ftrongly tempted to unfay” 


F 


and to wiſh my own will, and not thin 


was to take place, Make fpeed, O God of 
my ſalvation, and help me to deny myfelf 


to bow down in free and full ſubmiſſion: to 


e e ee 
powerfully to my remembrance, I beſeec 


thee, what my mouth hath 16, often, declared | 


in thy preſence, that I have deſerved all the 

- plagues written in the book of thy law: and 

that it is mere mercx and rich grace Which 
have kept me from the. wages due to my fin, 
from weeping, and wailing, and gnaſhing of 
teeth in torment. Whilſt thou art therefone 
| Gaiting me, O thou righteous Judge of all 
the earth, give me an heart unfeignedly to 

adore, thy mercy, that, inſtead of the ſcourge 
with which I am now correQed for my pro- 
fit, thou haſt not long ſince given a commit: 
ſion to the ſword of vengeance to do all its 
dreadful work upon me. O fill my ſoul with 
a perfect acquieſcence under this affliction, 
by convincing me that thou, and thou alone, 

God, knoweſt what, manner of, correction 

L need. Thy eye diſcovers the folly, the per- 

verſeneſs, and many ſinful diſorders of my 
foul, and canſt alone adapt a remedy to the 


diſeaſe; 


| t i. )- 7 
diſeaſe, ' O that I might obtain grate, there: 
fore, to remain in meek ſubjection to the Fa- 
ther of ſpirits, and to bear the ſtroke of thy 
hand; not merely becauſe none can oppoſe 
thy will, but becauſe the ſtroke is given to 
heal and bleſs, Take away from me alt 
thoughts that are without underſtanding, 
and ſo buſy to pteſs into my mind, raifitig 
objections againſt this particulir way in which 
I am tried. Make me to believe it is the very 
affliction proper for the particular ſtate of my 
ſoul. And, in the midſt of my troubles, let 
thy comforts, O Lord, refreſh my heart, and 
relieve the wearineſs and pains of nature, by 
the ſupernatural ſupports of thy Grace and 
Spirit. Thy mercies are not re trained, nei- 
ther is thy hand waxed ſhort; what thou haſt 
done for thouſands of the ſons and daughters 
of affliction, do for me, even for me, O my 
God. If my heart be leſs render, leſs ſenfi- 
ble, thou canſt cure that evil, and make my 
preſent afffiction the means of curing it. — 
Thus, O Lord, let it be; and at length in 
thy due time, and in the way which thou 
ſhalt chooſe, ſend forth deliverance for me, 
and ſhew me thy marvellous loving-kindneſs; 
for I well know how dark foever this night 
of affliction ſeems, if thou ſayeſt, Let there 
be light, there ſhall be light. O let me pa- 
diently wait, and quietly hope, till * 

| n : 8 
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of mercy come. Let me be much more con- 


cerned to have my afffiction ſanctified than 
removed. Number me, O Lord, amon 
the happy perſons, whom whilit thou chaſten- 
eſt, thou teacheſt out of thy law. Shew 
me, I beſeech thee, wherefore thou contendeſt 
with me; and whilſt I am paſſing through 
the furnace of affliction, O let it purge away 
my droſs, and take away all my iniquity. — 
In thy preſence, and under the ſupports of 
thy grace, I can bear any thing, and am wil- 
ling ro bear, if I may grow more conform- 
able to thy will, and more largely partake of 
thy holineſs. As my fooliſh heart is ready to 
grow fond of this earth, O let the diſappoint- 
ments and afflictions I meet with in it, looſer 
my affections, and put an end to all my ſin- 
ful attachments to any thing below. O teach 
my ſoul to receive every trouble as a call to 
ceaſe from expecting any thing from the crea- 
ture, and to be preparing for that hour which 
ſhall put an . to all the ſorrows and trials 
of the righteous, and give them an entrance 
into the everlaſting kingdom through the 
blood of the Lamb, in which they Ka. their 
robes white. O Lord, hear ; O Lord, per- 
form and do; defer hot, I beſeech thee, leſt 
my ſpirit faint before thee, and the fleſh which 
thou haſt made. Amen. 7 1 75 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer for a Perſon under deep Melancholy 
and Dejettion of Spirits. | 

O Moſt good and gracious Lord, thou 
| knoweſt our frame, and art a God full 
of compaſſion to pity and relieve thy ſervants, 
under their trouble and oppreſſion. Look 
down, we humbly beſeech thee, with thy 
wonted pity, and remember in tender mercy 
the work of thy hands, our diſconſolate friend, 
this troubled foul, that is even diſtracted in 
ſuffering thy terrors; thy wrath lies hard up- 
on him, and all thy waves are gone over Him; 
they diſturb his peace, oppreſs his mind, and 
make him unfit rightly to uſe hrs reaſon, or 
diſcharge his duty. O thou that ſpakeſt the 
winds and waves into obedience and calmneſs, 
ſettle and quiet his diſcompoſed thoughts; 
ſpeak peace and ſatis faction to his troubled 
mind, and give him comfort and ſure confi- 
dence in the ſenſe of thy pardon and love. 
Lord, help his unbelief, aud increaſe his faith. 
Though he now walks in the valley and ſha- 
dow of death, let thy rod and thy ſtaff” comfort 
him. Let him truſt in the name of the Lord, 
and ſtay upon his God. In the multitude of 
the thoughts and ſorrows that he hath in hs 
heart, O let thy comfort came in to refreſh 
his ſoul. Be thou pleaſed, Lord, to deliver 
and eaſe him of the load that lies upon his 
ſpirit: and let in a beam of thy heavenly light 
„„ 7 


fo ſcatter and diſpel all the clouds and — 


neſs, in which bis mind is wrapt 


rect the meahs moſt 1 for N — | 


bleſs and proſper t them ſo, that they may 
effectual to promote his recovery out of thi 
ſad and doleful eſtate. Incline his cars to. 
wholeſome counſels, and d. Ser, his heart, 0 


2 


his e 5 that his e ful may 
return to its reſt. O raiſe hin up, and make. 
him whole ; yea, make hafte, O Lord, to ſhew 
ſuch mercy upon him, - even for thin 8. 135 
mercies fake, in Jeſus Chriſt our blefled $ da- 
| viour and Redeemer. Amen. 


A 8 m Time of Fempration, 


Lmighty God, and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, who art greater than all things, 
TA down thy help from above, and deliver 


me from the temptations that now attack me; 


and as I put my truſt in thee, O let me never 


be put to confuſion, nor ſuffer me to be tempt- 
ed above that I am able to bear; but make me 
a Way to eſcape, that I may not fin againſt 
thy divine Majeſty. Make me rey to 


confider the great folly aud danger of ſin; 
that its pleaſures are * but that its pu; 


piſhments are neſs and intolerable ; that 
no 


? 
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no ſatis faction can compare with the joys of 
a good conſcience, nor is any trouble ke that 
of Aa wounded ſpirit. Give me a clear idea 
the terrible ſtate of thoſe who fall under is) 
rod of thy diſpleaſure. Convince, my con». 
oo of the ſiufulneſs of what Lam now 
apted unto, and ſhew me its contradiction, 
«4 f y will and my baptiſmal vows. Giye. 
me, I pray thee, the light of thy word, that. 
1 may not be deceived by this wicked world, 
but certainly know, that how pleaſant ſoever 
it may now appear, there will come a time, 
when this and all other enticements of hs | 
world will appear vain and contemptible; Te 
time when all workers of iniquity ſhall be 
deſtroy ed, and when a crown of righteouſ: 
neſs al be given to them who have fought 
the good fight, and kept the faith unto the 
end. Grant therefore that the mighty power 
of thy grace may ſo raiſe my courage, aud 
ſtrengthen my faith, that nothing may ſtop 
me in my chriſtian warfare; but that fight- 
ing manfully under Chriſt's banner, againſt 
the world, the fleth, and the devil, I may at 
laſt triumph with him in his heavenly a 
dom; to whom, with thee, O Father, and. 
the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen, 


. 


'N n 3 A Prayer 
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4 Prayer before the 3 


Eternal and ever-glorious God! TOY 
dwelleſt in the higheſt heavens, and 


* * 
2 


alle in the humble, lowly, and contrite heart; 
in a deep ſenſe of thy adorable excellencies, 
and of my own vileneſs and unworthineſs, I 
come unto thee, beſeeching thee, for the ſake 


of thy dear Son, to accept of me, a poor pro- 
digal, now returning to thee, and caſting my- 


ſelf at thy feet, who am by nature a child of 


wrath, by practice a child of diſobedience, 
and therefore liable and obnoxious to thine 


everlaſting wrath : But thou, of thine infi- 


nite goodneſs haſt promiſed me thy favor and 


friendſhip in Chriſt, if at the call and invita- 
tion of thy goſpel 1 will accept the merit of 
his death, and ſubmit to the authority of his 


laws, and proclaim and proſecute an open and 


irreconcilable war againſt all known ſins, the 


enemies of thy glory, and diſturbers of my 


peace. O Lord, I heartily lament them, and 
from the bottom of my ſoul 1 renounce them 


all, whether in thought, word, or deed, com- 


mitted againſt thy divine Majeſty, faithfully 


covenanting with thee, for the time to come, 
not to allow myſelf in any known fin, but to 


uſe all thoſe means which I find preſcribed-by 
thee 1n thy word for my ſpiritual advantage, 


and for the death and deſtruction of all my 


corruptions. O thou God and Father of hea» 
vent, 


SR 


by 


WE 
ven, Whoſe thoughts of mercy towards me 
have been from everlaſting, I dedicate myſelf, 
foul, body and ſpirit, to thy ſervice and glory, 
as a ſmall return of duty and thankſgiving 
for thy wonderful love, promiſing to ſerve 
thee in righteouſneſs and true holineſs all the 
days of my lite. O thou bleſſed Jeſus! the 
precious Lamb of God, whoſe Soul was made 
an offering for ſin, and who haſt declared thy 
readineſs to receive and embrace repenting and 
returning ſinners, receive me graciouſly who 
am weary and heavy laden with the burden of 
my fins,' and humbly defire by. faith to ap- 
proach unto thee. I own myſelf unworthy to 
gather up the crumbs that fall from thy table, 
much more unworthy to be entertained at it ; 
but ſeeing ſuch is thy condeſcending grace and 
love to invite me to the participation of thy- 
ſelf, I do here with all humility accept thee 
for my Lord and Saviour, for my King, Prieſt, 
and Prophet : O permit me to come to thy 
holy table, to ratify this engagement. And, O 
thou holy and good Spirit, the ſanctifier and 
comforter of thy church and children ! en- 
able me to refign myſelf entirely unto the 
guidance and dominion of thy grace, that 1 
may evermore hereafter walk in the Spirit, 
and not fulfil the luſts of the fleſh. And now 
that I am going to thy holy table, in obedi- 
ence to my Lord's command, to commemo- 
"rate his dying love, vouchſafe thy gracious 
1 | preſence 
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proſerice with me, and render thyſelf powers 

_ fully, preſent to my mind and thoughtb : O 
help me, that I may attend my Lord without 


diſtraction : Enable me to give up myſelf an 


holy and acceptable ſacrifice to my Redeemerʒ 
who has given himſclf à meritorious ſacrifice 


fot my redemption. O help me to follow ꝰ my 


bleſſed Lord's example, and to tread in the 


and imitate his condeſcending: humility, his 
fervent charity, his patience. under ſufferings; 
his readineſs to forgive injuries; and let the 


ſame mind ever be in me, which was alfo in 


Ehriſt Jeſus; that having been a welcome 
gueſt at thy table here on earth, I may hete- 
after be adjudged worthy to be called to the 
ſupper of the Lamb, and may feaſt with my 
| blefied Redeemer in his everlaſting kingdom. 
All which I afk' in the name; and through the 
mediation: of Jeſus een Bring Oar 2855 


6, So. + 
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OR ever bleſſed be thy g great, Vii eldiia 
ous; and thy holy name, O Lord, for 
all the unſpeakable favors and benefits vouch- 
ſafed to me, aud to all mankind; particularly 


for thy invaluable love iti giving thy dear Son 


to die for me as a ſaerifice, aucb th be my ſpt- 
I food and ſuſtenance i in the holy Sacra- 
| ment. 


ſteps of his moſt holy life. Let me admire. 
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ment Lord, who, and what am I, that thou 
| haſt been pleaſed to admit me this day into 
thy preſence, to renew my covenant: with 
thee, . which I have fo often and fo perverſly 
broken before thee ! I have once more lifted 
up my hands to the moſt high God, and ſworn. 
i allegiance to my Sovereign and my Saviour 3 
O keep it in the purpoſe of my heart for ever 
to continue ſtedfaſt in thy covenant; and let 
neither the ſmiles of a flattering world allure 
me, nor the frowns, threats, and terrors of 
an angry world be eyer able to drive me trom 
my duty, or hinder me in the way of well- 
doing. Holy Father, accept, 1 beſeech thee, 
of — renewed dedication which I have made 
of myſelf this day unto thee, even of my 
whole man, ſoul, body and ſpirit, to thy ſer- 
vice and honor. And now, glory. be to thee, 
O God the Father, whom. I ſhall from this 
day forward with an humble expeCtation 
look up unto, as my Father and God in cove- 
nant ; glory be to thee; O God the Son, who 
haſt loved me, and waſhed me from my fins 
in thine own blood, and art now become my 

Saviour, my Juſtifier and Redeemer : Glory 
be to thee, O God the Holy Ghoſt, who haſt 
by the power of thy victorious grace overcome 
the obſtinacy of my heart, and turned it from 
fin to God. O Lord God ! Thou haſt been 
re. to permit me to renew my baptiſmal 
2 covenant; 
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' covenant ; O grant me the aſſiſtance of thy 


race, that I may be faithful to that covenants 
r truly I am thy ſervant, heartily devoted 
to thy fear; O let me never more ſtart aſide 
from my vows like a broken bow, but give 
me ſuch a ftedfaftneſs and ftability of mind, 
ſuch a firmnefs and fixednefs of refolution, 
that my after converſation may be ſuitable 
both to my preſent profeſſion and future ex- 
ation; that fo I may in all companies, and 
in all conditions, walk worthy of him that 
has called me to his kingdom and glory. 
And let the ſenſe of my Redeemer's love this 
day to me, enflame my heart with a never- 
failing charity to all mankind; whom Pray 
God to do good unto, eſpecially to his churc 
and to theſe nations, and to work ih the 
minds of all Chriſtians a dread of his hol 
name. Grant that they may honor ar 


obey their ſuperiors both in church and ſtate : 


Give them an 5 charity one towards 


another, All which mercies I humbly 


beg in the name of the holy Jeſus, ſay- 


| 5 Our Father which art in Heaven, Ge. 


4 


A Prayer 
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(9 ) 
A Progr for c to be e Mhrning: and 


Evening. 
A Linighty God, who madeſt me and haſt 
preſerved me to this hour, I praiſe and 
— — name for all thy mercies. Look 
c = uſſy upon me, and bleſs me, I humbly 
ſeech thee ; pardon. all my fins, and give 
me grace to remember and put in practice my 
baptiſmal vow, by renouncing the devil 
and all his works, the pomps and vanities of 
this wicked world, and all the ſinful luſts of 
the fleſn.“ O do thou inchne my heart to 
that which is good ; give me grace to fear 
thee, and to keep thy Bavaqac make 
me | dutiful to my father and mother, loving to my 
brothers and fifters] obedient to my teachers, 
— and reverent to all my betters, meek 
and courteous to all people. 

Preſerve me from bearing malice, or hatred 
in my heart, from lying and ſtealing, and 
from all evil thoughts, words, and actions.— 
Guide me by thy holy Spirit, that I may live 
to thy glory, and hereafter obtain everlaſting 
Lord, bleſs all my relations and friends, 
and ſave and defend them and me from all 
dangers [this day or night] and evermore, thro' 

Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


Our Father which art in Heaven , Sc. 
00 2 | A Pr ayer 
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4 Projer. to. be. uſed before the Reading of G 


Ward. 


Lmighty and moſt. merciful God, the 
Fountain of all wiſdom, and the Au- 
5 wh of everlaſting life; I deſire from my, 


| heart to bleſs, and praiſe, and adore thy holy 


name, that thou haſt been graciouſly pleaſed 
to reveal to us the way of ſalvation, in thy 
holy ſcriptures. —— With unfeigned ſorrow 
and concern I ee the ignorance, dark- 
; neſs, and blindneſs, of my fallen nature. 
Yea, that I am (by nature) not only 
ignorant of the things of God, but unwilling 

alſo and averſe to be taught of thee. . The 
writings of men, which often tend to alien- 
ate our affections from heavenly things, I 
have frequently read. for pleaſure and know- 
| ledge; but Oh! how little have I ſtudied thy 
bleſſed word for inſtruction and edification ! 
How little has thy holy, good, and righteous 


law been my meditation and my delight! 


God be merciful to me a miferable ee, for 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Forgive my neglect of 


reading; forgive my careleſſneſs in reading 


thy word. And through his mediation in 


whom thou art well-pleaſed, grant me the 
alſiſtance of thy holy Spirit, that I may be in- 
clined to hunger and thirſt- more and more 
after thy heavenly wiſdom and righteguſneſs. 
dp out of me all — * and * 
an 
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and oppoſition' to the truth, which remain in 
my carnal mind; and give me, O give me, 
merciful God, that humble ſpirit, which may 
make me willing to fit at the feet of Jeſus 


my Saviour to be taught of him in all things. 


Enable me to lay aſide all haſtineſs of ſpirit, 
and every ſinful defire ; and may I always re- 
ceive with meekneſs the ingrafted word, aſ- 
ſuredly believing that it is able to ſave my 
ſoul. O gracious God, be thou pleaſed to 
open my underſtanding to comprehend thy 


ſaving truths; and above all, fix them deeply 


and powerfully upon my heart. Thou haſt 
told us, that thy divine word is quick and 
werful, and mighty to pull down the ſtrong 
olds of ſin and ſatan, and to bring eve 
thought into ſubjection to the obedience of 


Chriſt. O may it be thus quick and power- 


ful in my ſoul! May it be ſo cloſely applied 
to my conſcience, by thy good Spirit, that 1 
may hate whatever it forbids, and love what- 
ever it commands. And may I have ſuch a 
fight of thy free grace and goodneſs in the re- 


demption of ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt ; and of 


his readineſs to receive and bleſs every peni- 
tent ſinner, that I may thankfully receive 
him, at all times, as my only Saviour, and 
follow him as my Lord and Maſter ; in ſted- 
faſt hope of that life and immortality, which 


he has brought to light by the goſpel. Theſe 


things 1 beg of thee, O God, my heavenly 
e © Father, 


* 
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Father, encouraged by the abundant mani. 
feſtations which thou haſt given us of thy 
mercy and love. Hear, O Lord, my imper- 
fact petitions; and grant, according to thy 

iſe, that I may receive what I have aſked, 
and find what I have ſought, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, our only Advocate and Redeemer— 
Lord Jeſus, intercede for me, and offer up 
my prayer at the throne of grace; which I 
conclude in thy name and words: Our Fa- 

ther, Sc. | 


A Prayer to be uſed * the Reading of God's 
BI 
O18 bleſſed God, who in great mercy 
AF haſt given thy holy word to be a light 
to our feet, and a lamp to our paths ; how 
ſhall we ſufficiently love and adore thee for 
thine ineſtimable gift! I cannot praiſe thee, O 
my God, as I ought to do; but I deſire ta 
| bleſs and praiſe thee as well as I am able: O 
do thou enable me to praiſe thee more and 
more. I defire with a thankful heart to bleſs 
thy name for the opportunity thou haſt now 
given me of reading thy word: For thy dear 
Son's ſake, ſtrengthen me with might by thy 
Spirit, in the inner man, that I may lay a 
what I have read, in my heart. O write an 
engrave it upon my memory, that I may 
faithfully retain every part of it ? and may I 
Þ caretully meditate upon, and digeſt it, that 
5 UG, 


cw) 

ie may be food and nouriſhment to my ſoul; 

that I may grow in 4 and in the know 
ledge . our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt.— 
Incline me, O Lord, feriouſly to examing 
my life and converſation by the rule of thy 
revealed will. May I be truly humbled before 
thee for whatſoever I have done amiſs : May 
I be brought to ſee and feel more clearly day 
by day my guilt, helplefineſs, and miſery ; 
and be ftirred up to apply to thee with more 
ſtedfaſt faith in Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour; for 

forgiveneſs, power, and eternal falvation ; and 

from a ſenſe of its unſpeakable benefit to my 
own ſoul, may I be inclined alto to ſpeak of 
thy truth, and of thy ſalvation, to thoſe 
among whom I have my converſation in the 
world. Let me not fear the face of man, or 
ever be aſhamed of thee and of thy words ; 
nor let any temptation of worldly — or 
profit perſuade me to keep back what may 
tend to the ſalvation of another's ſoul. Grant, 
O heavenly Father, that ſuch may be the bleſ- 
ſed effects of my reading the holy Scriptures, 
that following thy dear Son, who is the way, 
the truth, and the life, I may enjoy the com- 
forts of thy Spirit here, and thy inconceivable 


glories hereafter, through his merits and me- 
diation. 


Our Father which art in SY Sc. 


A Pre, 
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A foe to be hd before the Heari ng Fl Ga $ 


Word. 


IEP our r heavenly Father, n haſt 
been graciouſly pleaſed to appoint mi- 
niſters and ſtewards of thy word, who may 
make known unto fallen man the way of thy 
great ſalvation; I humbly beſeech thee to give 
them all, and eſpecially thoſe under whoſe 
miniſtry thy providence haſt placed me, grace 
to preach boldly the truth as it is in Jeius.— 
May thy holy Spirit be ever with them to en- 
lighten, direct, and animate them in the ex- 
ecution of their important truſt. Impreſs 
deeply upon their ſouls, the thoughts of thoſe 
dreadful judgments which are denounced a- 
gainſt the careleſs and wicked ſteward, and of 


ang 


_ thoſe glorious, bleſſings, which ſhall be their 


rtion who turn many to righteouſneſs. O 

Lord, be preſent with them, that they may 
take e. unto themſelves, and to their doc- 
trine; 3. that ſo they may both fave themſelves 
and them that hear them. : Convince-them, 
that from thee alone, all their help cometh; 


and incline them to apply to thee continually 


in fervent prayer, that thy ſtrength may be 


made perfect in their weakneſs. And ſince 


thou haſt commanded that the prieſt's lips 
ſhould keep knowledge, and the people ſhould 
Hear the law at their mouths; give me, O my 
God, and all the hearers of y holy word, 


te 4 | | humble 
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„  Þ | 
| humble and teachable minds: Give us gract 
th bear with patience, and carefully to ſeareh 
and'examitie outſelves, when they ate laying 
vper the corruption and deceitfultieſsof/the 
heart of man. And may we receive with all! 
thankfulneſs and joy, the glad tidings uf thy 
Pardoning merey in Chriſt Jeſus, aud the gra- 
vious offers of thy holy Spirit. May we re- 
ceive the Lord Jeſus as a Prophet to inſtruct, 
our Prieſt to make atonement and interceſſion 
for, and our. King to rule over, and fave us; 
and being rooted and grounded in him, may 
we live as becomes his diſciples, in all holi- 
neſs and godly converſation. 
Take out of us the ſtony heart, and give us 
An heart of fleſh, which may feel the force 
and efficacy of thy divine word. Teach us to 
receive it, not as the word of man, but as it is 
in truth, the word of God, which effectually 
worketh in them that believe. Remove from 
us every degree of prejudice; and fill us with 
that mee and quiet fpirit, that honeſt and 
good heart, on which the heavenly ſeed may 
take root, and flouriſh, and bring forth fruit 
ati hundred fold. Grant theſe my requeſts, 
O merciful Father, for thy beloved Son's 
fake ; ald pardon the iniquity of thy ſervant, 
and all my unfruitfulnefs hitherto under the 5 f 
rears of grace I have enjoyed. I unfeignedly „ 
bleſs thee for thy mercies and loving kindneſs |; 
towards me. Lord help me from — 
en P p | © mW 
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& walk wotthy of thy diſtinguiſhing mercies, 
and of the light and advantages thor beſtow» 
eſt upon me; help me to adorn the doctrine 
bf God our Saviour in all things. I commit 
myſelf into thy hands, O Lord, in the name 
of Jelus Chriſt; deſiring to aſcribe all honor, 
pra and . to the at bleſſed Godhead, 
ather, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, now and * 
evermore. Our Father, Sc. 


A Pro t be * fer the Hearing 60 God's : 


O Moſt merciful and moſt gracious Lord 
God, 1 thy unworthy ſervant again ap- 
_ . proach the throne of thy grace, in the name 

of our great Mediator Jeſus Chriſt, deſiring 


with a thankful heart to magnify thy. mercy 


for the man y opportunities thou affordeſt me 
ot hearing thy holy word. 
What am 1, O ST that thou ſhouldeſt 
thus vouchſafe to ſpeak to me by thy ſtewards 
and ambaſſadors, to call me to the knowledge 
of ſalvation, and to the hope of thy glory. 
Lord, I am ſinful duſt and aſhes ; I have 
hamefully refuſed to hearken when thou haſt 
called, and have frequently turned away mine 
ear from thy reproofs. I deſerve no favor or 
mercy from thee ; but thou art all compaſſion 
and love; and in infinite and undeſerved 
n. ſheweſt E to the moſt 
| unworthy. 


. 4 | 
unworthy. O, may a ſenſe of thy goodneſs, 
and love, make the deepeſt 1 on my 
mind; and whenever thou ſpeakeſt, may I 
thy ſervant, humbly and gladly hear, and lay 
up thy words in my heart. Thou haſt ſaid, 

at thy word ſhall not return unto thee void: 
Let this be fulfilled unto me, and all the 
hearers of thy word this day; may it work in 
us repentance, faith, and holy obedience ; 
may we be not only hearers, but doers of it; 
may it be unto us the favor of life, unto ever- 
laſting life. O let not the world, the fleſh, or. 
the devil, have power to baniſh from our 
minds, any of the good impreſſions that have 
been wrought in our ſouls; but may thy good 

SP ge effeCtually fix and ſupport them, and 
us ſtedfaſt in thy faith and fear. And, 
of of all power and grace, be thou pleaſed 
to make known the ſaving truths of thy goſ- 
pel throughout the world. Raiſe up faithful, 
able, and zealous preachers of thy word ; and x 
aſſiſt and defend them in the work to which 
thou appointeſt them. Enable them by thy 
mighty power, to ſpeak to the conviction of 
every ſinner, and to the comfort and edifica- 
tion of thy people. May the doctrine they 
deliver go forth witk ſuch efficacy, that the 
eyes of the ſpiritually blind may be opened to 
ſee the riches of thy grace; the careleſs and 
Trofane awakened to a ſenſe of their inex- 


preſſible danger; and the formal be ſtirred uß 


8 55 


| 0 0 | 
to ſee] iy the life and power of goc Ty 
5 © thou gracious, Father in 
ny _— their words powerful to —— 
ae helpleſs creatures to Jeſus, Chriſt; 
ſo gentle and affectionate as. to heal. the 
broken-hearted, and fill us with more feryent 
deſires after meekneſs, hol lingſs, and loy We 
acknowledge that it i 8 thou Who . e an 
creaſe. to the ſeed own; N 
"thee, a, plentiful . adi amo 


to us the light of the goſpel 
us the bleſſing h pal Ka 1 
Ms divide rg 72 wo of truth; Who t 5 
evil report an report 
be bleffed Apoll, le, See bat er 11 
to know nothi 155 ws but Je us 125 ral 
ed t bei 


and him cruci ing b 
grounded | in him, and eſtabliſhed? ry that faith, 


which Worketh by love 1n all holy Fo 
we may, finally, with thy. faithful Fan 


Which thy bountiful mercy has me u 
them what love thee, through Jeſu O 
our opl y Ache and Ame, e 


gone before us ; attain that crown. of glc A 


4 Prayer for a ; private Perf going 4 gung. 


IMIINE is the Een ©. 8 Ang the the 
dominion in all pl 

and cad all our ſafety EIT 125 7 
tection, aud MEIEy: abe ch chert 0 87 
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+980 3 
now direct my prayer, called by my neceſſary 
huſineſi from my own habitation.” Many, 
L. a and pechliar ate the dangers, both 
| Bee 5 to 5 aud ſoul, to Which tray 
Wee are 3 and by his own ſtren 
or wifdom n is able to avoid them. 
& paſs me Mer te about with thy favor, 
O.God,'as with 2 ſhield; guard both my per- 
ſon a d' prope rty from "the fons, of = 1 
1 Hood; 5 "> Ne my body in health and 
| ength; and as I ſhall be an ich alone by the 
way, grant that I may reflect and Conſider 
much on thy truth, thy grace, and ſalvation, 
and be able to ſay, I am ne 5 5 but the 
Father, Son, ab Spirit, by ir ſacred m f | 
fluences, are With me. Wbetener Sp reels 
"come into, preſerve me from comp ying 
with any ſolicitations to fin, and from {it 
at all conformable to the manners of the pro- 
fane: And whatever buſineſs I have to tranſ- 
act, give me grace to do it, with all good con- 
ene, abhorrin deceit, fraud, and 5 Wits 
For all theſe mercies I make my pra 
to thee, the God of my life, and in fal 51 
cmntend myſelf into thv hands, a e 
thee that ng evil may befal me. And after al 
my travels here, 5 e, O my heavenly 
Father, at laſt to thy Hill, through the 
_ greatnefs of thy mercy | to me in thy dear 


1 ang my TW and avzour 
Chriſt. Amen. oY, BY Bee 


, | 10 31g. A Thankſ® 


I 
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4 Fhonkſgiving for a Perſon after a ſafe fourney 
My moſt merciful and gracious God, I 
LS defireto take this firſt opportunity of 
returning to thee my moſt hearty thanks for 
this freſh inſtance of thy love to me, mani- 
felted through my whole jqurney. Thou haſt. 
preſerved me from every peril and fad acci- 


dent to which I. was expoſed. Thon haſt ſur. 


rounded me with bleſſings on every ſide.—1 


might now have been groanjng under the 


pain of broken bones, of bruiſed limbs, or 
other terrible diſaſters; yea, I might ſuddenly 
have been daſhed in pieces on the ground, or 
periſhed far frqm all help, and my friends and 
family been 1 with the doleful tidings. 
Rut inſtead of theſe miſeries, thou haſt kept 
me in ſafety; thou haſt brought, me to ſee 
my, habitation in peace, and all things here 
in proſperity. |, Every day thy mercy and 
goodne 5 0 Lord, did preyent and follow 
me. O how unwearicd is thy, bounty towayds 
ſuch polluted and depraved | creatures as we 
are! And now grant, I beſeech thee, that the 
ſenſe of thy love to me may create in me ſuch 
love for thy .name, and for whatſoever thou 
doſt command, that I may chearfully and with 
full purpoſe of heart devote myſelt to thy ſer- 
vice, and ſerve thee with all my ſtrength. — 
Grant me both this and every other bleſſing I 
need, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 

1 ; A Prayer 
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„ 
Arge before  expounding the Holy Sen pures 


FN Thou great and gracious God, who 
Eknoweſt that ſince man's ſhameful fall 
darkneſs hath covered the earth, and grof 
darkneſs the people; we thy poor unworthy 
creatures here aſſembled, deeply ſenſible of 
this, humbly beſeech thee, to give unto us 
true wiſdom, that wiſdom which cometh 
from above. We thank thee, O Lord, for 
all the innumerable mercies and favors which 
thou haſt beſtowed upon us; but eſpecially 
for the ineſtimable bleſſing of redemption, by 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and for the Holy 
Scriptures, Which are able to make us wile 
unto ſalvation through faith which is in him. 
—0 grant that thy Poly Word may prove a 
light unto our feet, and a lamp unto all our 
paths. To this end we now humbly and ear- 
neſtly intreat thee to give us more and more 
of thy Holy Spirit, to lead us into the true 
knowledge of thy revealed will. ——Thou 
knoweſt, O Lord, that the natural man, be 
he ever ſo wiſe or learned, cannot receive or 
know ſpiritual things, becauſe they are ſpiri- 
tually diſcerned. — Fully convinced of this, 
we humbly beſeech thee, to give us the en- 
lightening influences of the Holy Ghoſt, to 
lead us to the knowledge of all things that be- 
long to our everlaſting peace. Haſt thou not 
graciouſly promiſed, that all thy 4 


„ 5 
wall be taught of thee? Lord, we pray thee 
to make us all thy children by adoption and 
Etabe, ahd then fulfil this thy gracious pre- 
Sto us; O grant that we ma) truly Knop, 
these the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, 
Whom thou haſt ſent.—0 that it may pleaſe 

;  Hhes th ente all bilops, pribs” 364 
deacons, with true knowledge and under- 
ſanding of thy word, and that both by 
their preaching and living, they may ſet | 
forth, and ſhew it Ao eely.£="Oite 

all thy people ſeeing eyes, hearing ears, and 
_ underſtanding hearts; Grant that they may 
both perceive and. know what things they 


power faithfully to fulfil the fame: — Lord, 


We are about to enter, both to paſtor and peo-. 
| ple. Thou haſt promiſed to be with thy mt- 


here before thee now, experiehce the accom- 
© Pliſhment of this bleſſed promiſe. O do thou 
graft in his heart a true love both to thee, and 

thy flock committed to his charge, Do thou 

enable him. rightly. to divide the word of 

truth, and to expound the Scriptures, faith- 

- fully, clearly, and profitably, to all who 

Hear him : And grant to all thy people here 
Pteſent, increaſe of grace, that they may 
VE meckly hear thy holy word, carefully attend 
te it, and kreaſure it up in their hearts, and 

. enable 


6ught to do, and alſo, 9 10 have grace and 


bleſs this ſacred and folemn exerciſe on which 


TU. THE Cit; £ Ad JUS 3 © 1 2.4 
niſters always; let thy unworthy, ſeryant 


„ Wn OO ee K n kW a. 
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x 3053 
cable them to bring forth the good fruits of 


the Spirit ——Grant that not be 
| Kedfers of thy word 1 alſo, 


e er g in grace, and in the know⸗- 
© 


n 36 3 


ers yo, Sc. | 


4 Wie after expounding the Holy Sell 


Oo Gracious God, our Almighty and moſt 
merciful Father, who haſt been plea · 


ſed of thine infinite wiſdom and goodneſs to 


appoint miniſters to inſtruct thy people, and 
to feed them with the Bread of Life; we 
humbly beſeech thee to give a bleſſing to 


their labours ; without this we are well aſ- 


ſured that all will be in vain—Paul may plant, 
and Apollos water, but it is thou only, O 
God, canſt give the increaſe, and cauſe the 
ſeed of thy holy: word to take root downward, 
and bear fruit upward. But ſince thou haſt 
told us that thy word ſhall be as the rain that 
cometh down from heaven, and watereth the 
earth, and maketh it fruitful 3 and haſt fur- 
ther promiſed that it ſhall not return unto 


thee voids but that it ſhall accompliſh thy 


holy will and purpoſe: in the thing wheretg 
thou ſendeſt it ;, we, thy unworthy ſervants, 
relying! on this thy gracious promiſe, humbly 
1 to plead it before thee, and to in- 


© 0 2” - Went 1 


of our Lora ad aud Saviour 2155 Ctiſt. "a 
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me thee now to fulfil iter 


- ns is in thy rice Ty = our God; i is 
thou, and thou alone that,canſt make. it 

perous z and ſucceſsful to the gain ing and. ſa 
ing of immortal ſouls —O. grant "that it may 
ſink deep into all our hearts, and there ge 
with a 13 influence on us—— Moy 
build us up in our moſt holy faith, and Fe 
mote our growth in grace, and in all holineſs 
of life. O that it might pleaſe thee that 
who have been convinced of their fins, mas 
de truly converted to thee. Grant that they 
may net be ſo defperately fooliſh and wicked 
as to endeavor to reſiſt thy Holy Spirit, by ſti- 


fling their convictions, but rather incline their 


hearts not only to think of an holy change 

from nature to grace, but in an humble depen- 
dence on thy bleſſing, firmly to reſolve upon 
it, and effectually to accompliſh it —O may 
thy word be ſo proſperous that it may pro- 
duce faith in every heart where it is not; and 
increaſe; it where it is: And may it pleaſe 
_ thee ſo to guide and govern all our hearts in 
the ways of thy laws, and in the works of 


thy commandments, that we may be ripen- 


ing for heaven as we approach the grave, and 
may find at laſt, to our unſpeakable comfort, 
that to die is gain. 0 do thou enable us 
truly to repent of our paſt unprofitableneſs, 
__ Fe us grace in future, duly to RE 


«a a ae — Da 1 


l „„ 
all the talents which thou haſt intruſted to 
our care. Help us more and more to put off 
the Old Man, which is corrupt, according to 
the deceitful luſts, and to put on the New Man, 
vhich after God is created in righteouſneſs and 
true holineſs, —-And ſince thou art pleaſed of 
thy gracious goodneſs to grant us a free uſe 
of the means of grace, grant us daily an in- 
creaſe of thy grace, that the end of theſe 
means may be duly anſwered, by our attain- 
ing a nearer conformity to thy divine image 
and likeneſs —And thou, O God of love, 
fill our hearts witlyMove unfeigned to thee, 
and to Jeſus, wh . haſt ſent, and to 


all men for thy ſakþ. —O graft in our hearts 
the love of thy nat 


increaſe in us true re- 
ligion, nouriſh us with all godlineſs, and of 
thy great mere, ep us in the ſame. N 
Defend us all, O Lord, with thy heavenly 
grace, grant that wi] may continue thine for 
ever; and ever more 4nd more increaſe in the 
grace of thy Holy Spirit, until we come to 
thine everlaſting kingd ES 


Our Father, &c. 


„ 1 | i 


By the Author of the . 


"I; 
LESSED 8 king of kings, 
Whoſe preſence joy and comfort brings, 
Came, fix thy dwelling in my ſoul, br 
And cleanle, and r the whole. SR ih 


II. 2 
Come, ' Holy Jxsvs, Prince of Peace} © © 
Bid all my doubts and forrows ceaſe ; | 5 
All other ſtay beſide I hate, : 
For, thou alone canſt fix my ſtate. | 


II. 
When ſunk ban a load of nz 
To eaſe my pain thy blood was file x ö 
This, this alone can heal my heart, 
And of all ſins remoue the {mart, 
What: tho' ee 2 4 crimſon n ye, 
Aud from the law I helpleſs lie 


Still thy almighty pow'r can fawe;! | | 
From fin, AY 1 the 5 _— 


Not all the hoſts ak — ws Gow 9 9 4 
Can hurt a faint who truſts in the: 1 
Thy righteouſneſs is all divine 

O!] grant that I may call it mine. c 
AMYH Then 


* 
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| ; VI. ö 
1 | Then hall I be cones indcd,” 
5 | And comfort find in er ry need; ,- Ry 
Then ſhall I triumph o'er all pain, eie 
5 ö 


Hymns before Service, | be 


WET IN Bhs 
Dun c. | 


1. 
EFORE Jehovat's awful throne, 
Ye nations bow with ſacred: joy, 
Know that the Lozp is God alone. 
He can wee and he deſtroy, Fe 
III. | 
His foritign powr, without our aid, 
Made us of clay, and form'd us men ; 
And when like waud'ring ſheep we ſtray d. 
He brought: us to his * e | 
III. | 
Well crowd thy gates with thankful . . 
High as the heav'ns our voices raiſe; 
And earth with her ten thouſand tongues 
Shall f all ay courts wee loureling praiſe, 


Wide as the world is thy a. 
Vaſt as eternity thy love; — 
Firm as a rock thy truth muſt ſtand, 
When mg years ſhall ceaſe to move. 


4 EE: HYMN 


( 351 ) 


HY M N m. 
Onxier the Sun of Righteouſueſes 
» V5 16) 1 44 . Malachi iv. 2. 7 


O thee, O Gop, we homage pay, 

Source of the light that rules the day; ; 

Who while he gilds all nature's frame, 

Refle&s thy rays, and ſpeaks thy's name. 
F 

In 8 ſtrains we ſing that grace, 

Which gives the Sun of eee ; 

Whoſe nobler light falvation brings, 

And ſcatters healing from his "— 


III. | 
Still on our hearts may Jesvs ſhine 
With beams of light and love divine! 
Quicken'd by him our ſouls ſhall live, 
And cheard by him ſhall grow and thrive, 
O may his glories ſtand confeſs'd 
From north to ſouth, from eaſt to welt ; 


Succeſsful may his goſpel run - 
Wide as the circuit of the ſun! 


WEIS 
When ſhall that radiant ſcene ariſe, 


When, fix'd on high in purer ſkies, 


CnzrsT all his luſtre ſhall diſplay 
On all his ſaints thro! endleſs day! 
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| Worthy he LA uk dy; 8 


0 3 1 
HYMN W. | 5 


dh iv, In, and v. 11, 12. 


J 
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Cosa let us as join our thearful ſong, + 


With angels round the throne ; 


Ten thouſand Shoufaril are their e 


Apen men oys * 
17 1 81 er {a , 9 290 


48 
Tat, 
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To b6iexalted thus: 13 eo fg! well 255011951 


Worthy the Laus our hearts reply, 


For he was ſlain for vs]. ler} bod el 
III. 5 


401 9 ; 


Jesvs i 10 worthy to ME, 45 cal 10 n 


ow MHA 4% 


Honor” and pow'r div | 14A 5. 


And bleſſings more (bs - can give, 


Be, Low, for ever thine. _ . 
IV. du £1 2 IN 
The „Beete erentiun Join in one, 1 if 
To blels the facred name! 2 oY 


Ot him whe fits upon the tene, 100 1 


And to adore the Laus. 


uy wy * V. 2002 at J 
e ly. Ts, 5 110095 — 57 


i 11 2 ' ; , 24 


He ev one that thirſls; tie nigh,” 


op invites the fallen race) 0 
oy al Th alvation buy, 
5 95 _ milk, and goſpel-grace. 


Come 


\ 


N „ 


Come to the Wing n come, 
Sinners, obey your Makers call) 
Return, ye weary wand'rers, home, 


And find my grace reach'd out to all, 1 

See, from the rock a fountain riſe? De: } 

For you in healing ſtreams it rolls; | j 

Money ye need not bring, nor price, . 5 9 

Ye lab' ring, burden d, ſin- ſick ſouls; = 
Nothing ye in exchange ſhall give ; ; x: 
Leave all you have, and are, behind ; N # 

' Frankly the gift of Gop receive, * 
: ; Pardon, and Peace, in ow find. | ; _—_ 


HYMN VI. e 
* the Goſpel, e 


0 Irsu, oy Lad; 5 
Thy name be adord, 


Forall the rich bleſii; gs convey'd thro' thy word. 


* 3 

In ſpirit we trace 
Thy wonders of | 
And cheathilly join in a — or praiſes 0 . 
8 ny III. 7 REDS, 5; [ | 
The Antient of Days 2 > J 1 
And ſhines on His cholen with cheriſhing ay. 3 
* | | 
: ; 4 WW 
. 
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. ST 
Thrice happy. are, they _ 


Who hear and, obey; 8 7 
And ſhare in the bleſſings of. this goſpel-days 
| VI | 


The 1 who know, 5 
The Saviovs, below, | 
With burning affection to worſhip! bim . 
| R 
Their anguiſh and {mart 
And ſorrows depart, Wy | 
Who find his ſalvation inſcrib'don their heart 
| VIII. „ 
This bleſſing be mine 
Thro' favor divine: _ f 
But O "oY Redeemer, the glory be thine! . 
IX. 


The work is of grace; wh 
Ik!)hine, thine be the praiſe! 
5 And mine to adore thee and tell of thy ways. 


HYMN VI. 


6 Pſalm xciii. 8 
4 ta of Go, your Maſter thocklss, 
And publiſh abroad his, wonderful name: 
The name all-vitorious. of Jasvs. extoll ; . 
His Kingdom i is dog ner and, rules over all. 


W-4.2 ; 


Salvation to Gop, who ſits 0 on is . 

Let all cry aloud, and honor the Son: 

Our Jzsvs's praiſes the angels proclaim, 

Fall down. on their faces, and worſhip the Lamb. 
Boas 7 5 0d 

Then let adore, and give him his right, 

All glory and powr, and wiſdom and might ; 

All honor and bleſſing, with angels above, 

And thanks never-cealing, and infinite love. 


( 3's ) 
HYMN, VIII. 


A* WAKE, my foul, and with 50 fag, 
Thy daily ſtage of duty run; 


Shake off aul 1915 and early riſe of: bits, 
To pay thy morning ſacrifice, | 


©. bo 


* — 
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E ft 
Redeem thy mis-ſpent time that's pat, 
Live this day as if 'twere thy laſt; .'_ 
T improve thy talents take great care, 
Gainſt the great day thyſelf prepare. 

8 "OFT = 
Let all thy converſe be ſincere, 5 28 
Thy conſcience as the noon-· day clear, 
Think how th* all-ſeeing God thy ways, 


And all thy ſecret thoughts ſurveys. 
IV: 


Direct, controul, ſuggeſt this day, 5 

All I deſign, or do, or ſay; © | 
That all my pow'rs, with all their e, 

In thy ſole glory may unite. 2 

5 1 6 | 

Praiſe Gop from whom all bleſſings EN 1 
Praiſe him, all creatures here below; bet 
Praiſe him above, ye heay' nly hoſt; 

; Praiſe FarHER, Sox, and Hdtv Guovt, 


1H" 


Hymus for the Lord's-Day wang | 


Pt n M N IX. N 
= 1 — 
Tu is the day the Lozp hai; 

He calls the hour his on: 5 
Let heav'n rejoice, let earth be glad, 

And praiſe ſurround the Ehrone, 18 
E55 1 
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The higheſt heav ns in Wich hen N 


By hymns, of praiſe. we learn to et : 20 15 


On this lad day a 6 nN 


SE (EE! 


10 Call: role, * 1 che dead, 
And Satans Empire fell: 2 1 


%, 


To- day the aints his triumphs! | wo / £ 


And all his wonder tell. 


Hofannah to the 984 . | F< 
To David's holy Son! 
Help us, O TEN deſcend, 4, being 


He 
or 


Salvation 2 thy throne. e ASRns 
IV. e 


Hoſannah, in [the higheſt Wan 
The church on earth can riſe; 


odr 


Shall Of: him, nobler \R Rl tf Aid 
©. 2 M . iz ba 
1. r 
Ta Lows * Sabbath Ke ü us 9 
In con, gert with the, Peſt, py! ef 
Who J dal i in re. 3 nl 


Employ an endleſs: 
Gill 


| II. 
Thus „Leg, wh tale we nc thee, 


We ble and happy Fe Ares LIES 


AN AI. 40 


5 q 
Triumphant here below. | ral 


III 


bed 


Of glory” di NV II 
By Gop, th' argue 4 than n 


a He les 4 e L 1 2 


With grief? d 


Tuas rel to peil th e world | Lan ide, > 


*" *T'was greater to redeem! 


Hymns far ihe. kg. 
BY, M. N 0 5 70. 
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LORY to a FER this ni ght, 
Fox all tha, Fo of BY . 
Keep me, keep, me, King of kings, 
Under thine, AAP bty wings, Pre B48; 


Forgive me, Loxp, for thy dear Soi 32184 

Whatever ills, this his day 'Pve done ; 

That with the world, myfelf, and thee,” 

I, e're I fleep, ﬆ peace may be. N * 

5 IR . III. rh 1 ch 
Teach me to live, that I may dreãde 

Ihe grave as little as my bed; 


Teach me to chie, at 1 I. 
ne ant riſe oh he laſt 70 71. 
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O may my wur on . lepdle⸗ (1 
And with {we et {leep my eyelids cloſe ; 1 
Sleep, that pay, me more active in makes 

\ To ſerye my. S o "why n 1 awake!” 


FT 13 15 119: 0 955 


Praiſe God, MY hows all bleffings FOO 
Praiſe him, all creatubes here . | 
Praiſe him above, ye heavnly hoſt; 

Praiſe FATHER, Son, and Horr Sloer. | 
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1 4 CC, wy. 
For all the” 5 this 2a 
leſs thy FAGAN 9 
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8 WE 

As i in the day thou art about 

The path wherein I tread; 

So now, when I lie down to reſt, 
* chou about wy bed | 

ary} "1M 5 

Gon was my ſun and field all E 

My Keeper and my guide * 

. rag was on «pars ohe ſhewn, 

His e multiply. . 


IV. 


* 


bo Minutes and ee EY 


Have made up all this day ; 


inutes came quick, but . were 5 


More ſwift and free Aner- | 
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Glory, to the new-born. Fing 


nne, 


peace on earth, and mercy mild, 


Gp and nen reconcild. 5 


Nl wy Ni iis + 
Joyful all ay nations riſe, 


N 
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Join the triumphs of the Skies; 5 


With th' angelic hoſt proclaim, 
15 Caxisr is born in ef 


| Ge by higheſt heavin adord, : ; 
ChrrsT the everlaſting Lozv !* 
Late in time behold Ip come, 


Ong of R wottb, 1 £ 
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"Born to give them ſecond birth. © | » "BW 
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Born to reign in us for ever, 
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+ IV; 


Veild i in fell the "Godhead Ne. | 


Hail th” incarnate Deity!” | _ . 
Pleag'd as man with men t' appear, 
Irsbs "Gur IMMANUEL here. Th 


Hail the heavn-bom Prince, Sf Peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteouſneſs?! 3 


| Light and life to all he brings, 7 


Ris'n with healing in his . i 1 
Mild he lays his — by, Rh 
Born that men no more may die ws 

Born to raiſe the ſons of earth, GR 4 : Þ 


OME, thou 3 Jz=svs; _ 
Born to ſet thy people free:  . © 
From our fears and fitis releaſe us, | 4 
Let us find 'out reſt in the: e 
Iſrael's ſtrengtli and cbnſolation, | 
Hope of all the earth thou art; | 
Dear defire of ev'ry nation, | 
Joy of ev'ry longing heart. 
II. 
Born thy people to Alter, 
Born, a child, and yet a King; | 


F 


Now thy gracious kin gdom bring ; 4 | 
By thine own, eternal Spirit, e * 
Rule in all, our hearts alone; ; 1 

By thine all ſufficient merit, | 

Raiſe us to thy * throne, E 
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2 And ſwift my paſſi 
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Of thy” melt life 5 
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The few that yet Tali, 
110 A 


III. 
| Anke thy Gulf with Mah care, np” 
Thy true toffifltion learn 
War are thy hgpes,; ho ſuxe, (how fair, —9 
And 15 | thy great concern, | 
ef ba ferns 15 e 
ow a new nde K ins, TAC 
+ Set. out afrefh for "Rat en We) "0 £ 
en pardon for thy former Th 3 0 agg EY 
Rs, ff 8 5 ee 5 4 1 = > *.oS 


Devoutly | LN At 
And Sh 9 0 1 For © bo ol 8 
— With zeal purſue "he heavaly 


Nor 85 i dong v! a 5 


* ymns. bi Cook. 
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was, ns. of > og *.. 2 
* HEN T furve the wontfrony roſs, * . i 


On which e Prince"of of Glory yd. 


» - 


uy OE ry wr lofs,” 18 


1 contempt on all my pride. . 
| Lans | 


(ES) 


500 it, Lord, that I mould boaſts] | 
Save in the croſs of Cuzisr, my Gon: : 
All the vain things that charm me moſt; 
T4 ſacrifice them for ay blood. 
See 1 his head, Ris hands, his feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down ! _ 92 
Did e' er ſuch love and forrow meet, 5 
- Or thorns compoſe ſo rich a crown? 
IV. p 25 
Were che whole alm Gr nature mine, CONT 
That were a preſent far too ſmall; 
Love ſo amazing, ſo divine, | 
Demands my ſoul; my Op my a: 


HYMN. XVII. 


Lamentations. i n 
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A LL ye that paſs by, to es draw nigh, i 


1 — 8 * * 


* 
— —_—— — — =Y 


— 


2 — _ 


4 Was tn NE = pt PI a 4 —— — — — — — by —_— * 
ES O_o ? 
"= 4 . — l * hk * 


£ — ——— 


— — — 
— — 
= ä 2 
— 2 — 
— — 


3 
— 


— 
— 
—_ 


— 


— CY — — -* 
— wg — 
2 — —„VT. = 
* - - - - 


To you is it nothing that Jzsvs ſhould die? 
our ranſom and peace, your ſurety he is; 
Come, ſee, if there ever bs oh ſorrow like his. 
7 155 
For what you hd done, his blood did atone, 
The Farnza hath puniſh'd for you, his dear Sox; * 
The Lozp, in the day of his anger, did laß 
Our ſins on the Lamb, and be bore them away. 
e | 
He anfours for all—Ocoine at his call, 


And low at his croſs, with aſtoniſhment fall, 
His death is thy plea, thy Advocate ſee, _ 
| _ hear the 1 0 yo a_ moth anſwer'd me thee: 
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HRIST the Lone riſen obey ide 
C G of men ang, angels. ſay, Hal. 2 
Raiſe your joys. and triumphs. 2 5 


Sing ye es ns, and,earth reply, Hal. 
8 


Love's, redeeming work, is dog, |. 

F ought e fight, the attle won; 1 7 
Lo, our Sun's lipſe is cer, 8 
Lo, he ſets in bio ON 


Vain the. one, ae watc the ſeal, 
Cuxisr hath burſt the gates of Be 


Death in vain forbids his riſe. 
CurisT bn N- Paradiſe. 


| Lives again our Do" e 1 
Where, O,death; is now thy POR LED 
Once he died our {| ſouls to. 5 b 
Where thy. e on e 5 


Sgar we nov, ES Gunter has led, 1 
Foll wing our exalted Head, 

Made like. him, like him we riſe, . 
Our's the Folk, the * the ſkies- 


IV.“ 


1 w +47 % 


E YG Ss 


ha”, to "they 7 both be zivn: 440 1 
I ̃ bee we greet triumphant now. rl brat 
: | Hail, the Reſurrection thou. 
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me Sun ef Ng an. ano sant % er al 
fs — 
i more: 
Adore the fcatt'rex,;gf your fe, 
Your riſing Sun * ' 


291 1979 volts! 
The faints, when, 


He breaks again, the bg: 
Again the dead 1 5 


Alone the Wesel a — 80 5 ran, + 
Alone the y ine-prels trod; 

He dy'd and fu er d as 2 man, i: 
He riſes as a 1 


In vain th& lone, the watch, the ſeal, 
Forbid an early riſe, 8 | 
To him who breaks the gates of kelt, 

And opens Paradife, 


Nr v * 


Hyg for Windy: oy 


Veni . On MI 
Co HoLy Somir heav'nly Hove, f 


With all thy quick ning pow'rs, 102 
Kindle a flame of facred love ; 


In theſe cold hey of ours. 


Look how we grovel nee below, . 


Fond of theſe earthly tos 
Out ſouls hom heavily they g 
* reach eternal joys. 590 
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. 5 1 III. A L 
In vain we tune our formal ſongs 53 

In vain we ſtrive to riſe; l 
Hoſannas languiſh on our en 

And our devotion — 3 

: 6 IV. HT $4 110 

Dear Lord, and ſhall we ever live 3 
At this poor dying rate . 
Our love ſo faint, ſo cold to thee,” 2 

And thine to us ſo great? 2 5 

* 7 | * J 11169 5 

Come HoLr SpIRIT, Heav'nly 

With all thy quick'ning as ; 
Come ſhed bel, a SAvIOuR's love, 

And that ſhall kindle ours. „ 


HYMN. XXI. 


 Extratied from the ore ute. 
L: 
OME HoLy Gnosr. our ſouls i 
And lighten with celeſtial fire, 
Thou the anointing Spirit art, 
Who doſt thy ſev'nfold gifts itpart. 
Fes e 
Thy bleſſed unction from above, 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 
Enable with perpetual light 
The dulneſs of our blinded light. 
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Anoint _ cheer IN ſoiled face, 
With the abundance of thy grace. 
Keep far our foes, give peace at home, 
Where thou art guide, no ill can come. 


TIA E. 


(-325 ) 
a , IV. ; 
Teach us to know the FaTnee, So, 
And Thee of both to be but One; 
That through the ages all along, 4 
This, this may be _ endleſs fong—— 


Praiſe Gov, from 8 all bleſſings flow z 
iſe him, all creatures here below ; * 

Praiſe him above, ye heav'nly hoſt; 

Praiſe FaTmse, Son; and HoLy Glider. 


| Hymns for Trinity-Sunday, 
H Y M * XXII. 


H Holy, Holy, Holy Lozv ; 
Be endleſs praiſe to Thee ; 5 
Supreme, effential Ons, adord 
In co- eternal Tarts, 
„ 
Enthron'd i in everlaſting ſtate, 
Fer Time its round began, 
Who join'd in council to create 
The dignity of man. 
| III. 
TO 1 8 Iſaiab's viſion ſhew'd, 
The Seraph's veil their wings. 
While Thee J=znovan, Loxp and Gon, 
Th' angelic army N 


I 


To Thee by myſtic —.— on high 
Were humble praiſes given, <0 
When John beheld with favor'd eye, a 
Fe inhabitants of heavn, 


All 


( 326 ) 


V. 
All that the name of c creature . 


18 


For ever join the clivir, - Lain eil 


V | 6 
Hail, Holy, Holy, Holy OED 5; 3457 7 
Be endleſs praiſe to Thee; tritt 917857 
Supreme, eſſential Ons, ador'd n 1-046 
FR... co-eternal. Tag: 408 Afra 


H N. Ul. = 
l . E- "Eos L 111 7414 


75 FIN 


. 1 1 
FATHER of 8 de ever "I 


Thy mercy we jad, nets 
To ranſom arid'bl&fs'u us; 1 y gi [ 


For ſending in Jusvs” falvati 7 2 


nes 908% 

O Son of his love! who ; to Ale, 17 7 
Our curſe to remove, our pardon to buy ; 

Accept our thankſgiving, Almighty OY 
Who openeſt heaven to 15 that del lieye. 


O Se1rrT of love, of death and of err 1 
Thy working we prove; thy grace we adore, 
Whole' inward revealing applies our Loxy's blood, 
. and ſexHtig us; children or Gov. 


Hymns for Funera 


HYMN Kong 


REAT Gov, I, own thy e . 
And nature muſt N N 
yield my body to the duſt, 
Io dwell with fellow clay. e Vet 


1 


5 „„ 


12 


Yet faith may vin * the ee, 20 79 © 
And trawple 155 A0 1 voi, bn 
My Iesvs, my RaDRE FAG i b oat 
My. Gon. my SAVIQNR. comes. 9840 
| | III. | 
The mighty Gongu'ror walter, 00 
High an a. 1 ſeat; Den ba 
And death, the laſt of all Zack : TF 
Lie vanquiſh 4 at — et. SG A 
Tho' greedy worms re] my 9 
And gnau my waſting fleſh: ; 
When Gooythall-build, my oyes again, 
He eat ic all Afreſh. 


v. 

Then ſhall 1 1 ſee thy lovely face; 
With ſtropg. immortal eyes, 
And feaſt pon thy unknewn grace. 

With pleaſure and {urprize. - 


HYMN XXV. 


18 finiſh'd, tis, * the pirit is, fled, 
The pris ner is gone, the Chriſtian is dead ! ! 
The Chriſtian is living thro' Ixsus's love, 


And gladly Fg, a kingdom above. 


All honor ad iſe are Jesvs' s due ; 8 
Supported by grace he fought his way thro' ; 
Triumphantly glorious thro” Jxsvs's zeal, | 
And 1 more than Rows ver in, death ws hell 


Then let us record the con- uering name, 
Our Captain and Lord with outings proclaim ; 
Who truſt in his paſſion and follow our Head, 
; Fo certain ſalvation we all ſhall be led. | 
; O Jesvs/ 


( 38 3: 


TV | 
G hans, lead on ach militant . 8 
And give us a crown of Hightconſacls' Welt! f 
Where dazzled with glory | the ſeraphims gaze, 
proſtrate adore Thee 8. flence of praiſe. 


Come, Lonp, and aiſplay thy agen in the {ky, 
And bear us away to manſions on high: _ 
| The kingdom be} given, the purchaſe divine, _ 
And crown us in heaven W thine. 


| Gan 1 1 W 
| Haſte to the ſupper of your Lozp; 
Be wiſe to know your gracious Gaye 
All things are ready, come away! 
DOIN 
Ready the FaTyss is to own, 
And kiſs his late-returning ſoh ; 
Ready the loving Saviour ſtands, 
And ſpreads for you his bleedin 8 hands. 
";"; an 
Ready the SptzIT of His love 
Juſt now the ſtony heart to move ; 
I' apply and witneſs with the blood, 
And waſh and ſeal you ſons of Gov. 
IV. 0 
Ready for you the angels wait, 
To triumph in your bleſt eſtate: 


Tuning their harps, they long to praiſe 
The wonllets of N 19885 


Come 


„ 

. V. 
Come, then ye ſinners to gout Lords 
To happineſs in Cris reſtor d; 0 
His proferd benefits embrace, 
The plenitude of golpel grace. 
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Jun Shepherd e 3 3 let us bleſs; 4 
Who fits on the throne; the Prince of our Peace'; 
Who evermore ſaves us by ſhedding his blood ; | | 
All * holy Ixsus, our Lozp and our Go 
' „e II. ei 45.15 
We daily will ſing thy merits and praiſe, | 
Thou merciful Spring of pity and grace: 
Thy kindneſs for ever to men we will tell, 
And ſay our dear Saviour redeems from bell. 
t 

Preſerve us in love while here we abide, 
Nor ever remove, nor cbver, nor hide 
Thy glorious ſalvation, till joyful we =: 
The beautiful viſion eompleated in thee! 
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H TOR XXVIL 
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LL praiſe to, the wy all praiſe is his = 
To-day, i is his word: of. promiſe found true; 
We, we are the nations preſented to Gos, 
| Well-pleafing bblations thro Jesvs's blood. 
11. ; 

Poor Gentiles Gone to Irsvs we came, 
And offer we are to Go thro his name; | 
To Gov, thro! the Str gurlelyes may Fe e 
While ſavd by the merit of Ixsps we live! 


n T i | | HYMN 
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Cnr exalted. Hebtews li. 4. 


OW 3 the Lak E teen on Eis — 
His labors are o'er, his conqueſts put on: N 
A kingdom is given into the Läus's hand, 


& In earth and } in heaven, . ht ever to ny 9 = 


ve fieniers below thei traſt in de Kono i A. 1 
Look up to his arm, his honor, his word's 
Athirſt for his favor, his Godhead ado re, 
Look up to 2 71 . wa "Py © n of 


— 
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Hymns on various sas, 


H Y M N R. 
To June deer. | 


Thou in whom — Gentiles: mt 
Thou ouly holy, only juſt, 
Oh tune our fouls to praiſe thy name, 
| Ixsos! e ee the ſame: 


If angels, whilſt to Thee they ling, EL i 
Wrap "up their faces in their wing, 
How ſhall we finful duſt draw nigh 
The great, the awful Deity? _e 
Ht: 
Glory to Thee, auſpicious Laus; 
Thou holy Log, Thou great 1 AM: 
With all our por thy grace we bleſs, | 
: Dur Joys our peace, 8 » ad bd 


Live, 


* 
F 
* 
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Live, wertes 2 live, 
Worthy all bleſſings to receive, 
Worthy on high enthron d to ſit 
With eviry pow's beneath thy feet, 


ELLE a. x 


Plalm Ixgxine. 15 13. 16, 17. 


What ſhall bs my «/ aA to praiſe, - 
So faithful and true, ſo plenteous in 0 3 
80 ſtrong to deliver, ſo good to redeem 8 
The weakeſt believer, that hangs upon him! 
$1! II. 5 
How happy the man, whoſe heart is ſet free, 
The people that can be joyful in thee! 
Their joy is to walk in the light of thy face, 
And ſill they are ing of Jesus's grace. 
III. 

Their daily delight ſhall be in thy name, 
They ſhall, as their right, thy righteouſneſs claim: 
Thy erke wearing, and cleans d by thy blood, 
Bold ſhall they appear in the Jy of God. 


H Y.M N XXI. 
Cnnisr the Believer's All, Col. iii. A 


J. 
AMB of Gon, we fall before thee, 
| Humbly truſting i in thy croſs; 
That alone be all our glory, © 
All things elſe N and droſs. 


Thee ve on a perfect SAVIOUR, ' 
Only ſource of all that's — 


Ev'ry grace, and ev'ry favout | 
Come to us thro Ja8v's blood. 


Tt 2 IJIxsus 


Jzsvs gives us pure affections, 


« 3 ) 


Jesvs gives us true 3 e 
By his Sperr ſent from heb mij; 
Jzsvs whifpets this fweet ſentence, ICH TY 
Son thy {ins are all Sir e 
„„ . 


Faith he gives us to believe it ; ; 


Grateful hearts his love to prize; | 
Want we wiſdom ! he muſt give it; 


. ning n, and ee 
V. 


Wills to do what he requires 
Makes us follow his directions, | 
And, what he commutids,: erg 
i e | 
All our pray rs, and all gur praiſes, : 
Rightly offer d in his name; 
He that dictates them is Jesvs.; 
He that anſwers, is the Jamie. 2 
VII. | 


2 bf When » we. o line; on Jesv's. "nobel 


Then we worſhip Gop, aright ; 
Faruk, Sox, and HoLy Stier, 4 
Then we {avirigly unite. 0 
VIII. 5 
This the whole She 5 "of 


Great or good whateer we call; . 
Gov, or king, or prieſt, or prophet, Hy 
mom CnzisT is ALL 18 ä 


H bs M N XXXII. 
LUNG'D-in a gulph of dark deſpair | 
We wretched ſinners lay, 
Without one chearful beam of dope, 
Or ſpark of 1 mw Of NL 
| With | 


4+ 1 
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II. 


1 With * the Prince ice. 


Beheld our helpleſs grief; 
He ſaw, and (O amazing b 
He came to our relief 
Ii 
| Town 1 the ſhining feats above, 
With joyful haſte he fled, 2 
Enter'd the grave in mortal fleſh, 
And dwelt among the dead. 
IV. 
Oh! ! for this love let rocks and hills 
Their laſting ſilence break; 
And all harmonious. human ton gues, 
The Saviour's praiſes ſpeak... 
V. 
Angels aſſiſt our mighty joys, 1. 
© Strike all your harps of gold; 
But when you raiſe your higheſt notes, 
His love can nel er be told. r 


H Y M N XXXIV. 96. 
L | 
ES U, thy blood and righteouſneſs, | 
| My beauty are, my glorious dreſs ; 
Midſt flaming worlds in theſe array'd, 
With joy ſhall 1 _ be, my head. 


When from the duſt of death I rife 

Ee en then, {hall this be all my plea, | 

7 hath 10 . on for me." | 

Bold ſhall 1 Rand at that Sead 5 

For who aught to my charge ſhall 70 = 

| Fully thro Thee abſolv'd I am 

From ſin and fear, from guil: and 4 5 
Thus 
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Thus Abvokim, the Gian of Gov, 


Thus all the armies bought with bload, 2 


Saviour of ſinners, Thee proclaim : 
ne, of whom the chief 1 _ 


V, 


This ſpotleſs Robe the ſame appears, 


When ruin'd nature ſinks in years; 


No age can change it's glorious hue, | 


The grace of CHRIST i < ever new, . 


0 let the dead now _ thy voice, 
Now bid thy baniſh'd ones rejoice, 


Their beauty this, their glorious dreſs, 


Jesvs, the Lord our Rightepuſngſe. 
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(8 thou gouf of ev e beg! 
Tune mine heart to ſing thy grace ; 


Streams of mercy never ceaſi | 
Call for ſongs of loudeſt praiſe ; ; 
Teach = ſome melodious ſonnet, 


Sung by flaming a es above: 


Praiſe the Mount——I'm fd upon * 
Mount of God unchanging love! 


II. 
Here I raiſe my Eben-Ezer, 


Hither by thine help I'm come ; 3 


And I 3 by thy good pleaſure, 
Safely to arrive at home: 


2 Jzsvs ſought me, when a ſtranger, 


BE 25 3 


Wand'ring from the fold of abe A 


He, to reſcue me from danger, 
„ with e blood. 
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| | III. 

O to grace, how great a debtor, 

Daily Im conſtrain d to be! 
Let that grace, now like a better, 
Bind my wand'ring heart to —— 
Prone to wander, Lon; I feel it, 

Prone to leave the Gon I love 
Here's mine heart take, and ſeal it; 

Seal it from 17 courts above. | 
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T* Loxp my altas ſhall prepare, 


And feed me with a 0 care, | 


His preſence ſhall my, wants upply, 

And guard me with a watchful eye; 

My Lebe walks he ſhall attend, 

And all my mid-night hours defend. 
It: 

Wen in the fultry glebe I faint, 

Or on the thirſty . mountain pant, 

To fertile vales and dewy meads, 

My weary wand'ring ſteps he leads; 

Where peaceful rivers, ſoft and flow, 


5 Amidſt the verdant ae flow. 


| Though in the paths of death I' tread 
With gloomy horrors overſpread. 
My ſtedfaſt Heart ſhall fear no ill, 
For thou; O Log, art with me ſtillß 
Thy friendly crook'ſhall give the aid, 
mu W me * the dreadful ſhade: | 


Though 
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5 jp 90 h in a bare 2 ee ot O | EN 
| | Through devious lonely wilds-I'ſtrayy. . 
Thy beauty ſhall my pains beguile, | 
The barren wilderneſs ſhall mile 
With ſudden greens: and herbage crown ds ; 
Os wry murmur all around 
enn (92.3 eee een ee 
ets e | 11399 "4 Hrn $i. 1696 
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The Sr Ale. Revelations i i. 7. 
5 ; 
0 5 he comes with clouds eſcendin 
Once for favour d ſininers ſlain! © 
Tü thouſand ſaints Attending, ” * 
Spell the triumph o of his tan; 70 4 9 5H 
. | ' Hallelujah! 8 1 
1 oF W in Amen; 7755 5 1 a 9 
4 y N a 1 1 | of : ws It: * an LEES 
r a Every eye ſhall now behold } him, ad U 
..._ ___  Rob'd in dreadful 1 Bi: 2; 5 | 
Thoſe who ſet at nought. and, ſold 2 - 
| Pierod, and. naild him a tree, 1 * 8 
Deeply Wailing, r | 
: Shall the, u Messiau ſee. r — 
0 III. 5 
** iſland, ;ſea;, and mountain, ect 5 
Heav'n and earth ſhall, flee Anus. gee i 
All who hate, him, muſt confounded. 
| Hear, the, trump proclaim, de * a | 
8 Come to judgment! en W 
0 Come ie judgment! eee 5. 
= os r | ow | 9 
RE 13350; 4 N | ; 
ö } 1 | ; 5 


See! in ſolemn pomp appeart - | Prey 
Al bi faints, 1 Water tr la 


Hallelufh! 
| | Bee the day of Gov n 2 551 
HM 0 i 
— bride arid ſpirit Ii 0 
|  Haſten, Loey, the get ral ent . 
The new heav'n and earth t' inherit 
000 thy pining \ 10 e | 22 131, * 
i All creation r- 7 0D 
| Travels! pfoatis! ad Bids thee come: 
| | wt. Fair ; 
| \ Yea! Amen! Let all adowe ee, 
| High on thine. etetnal throne !'r + 
8. len. take the pow'r and puter . 
Claim the kingdom for thy own 
O come quickly! 
eh e Os, come? . 
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n Gov; , with wonder and with praiſe 
don all thy works 1 look + | 
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. 1 e 5 081 x: 
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Here y tek comfort lies; gr. Hier 
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And hence my hopes rie: 
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| Loxy, 1 worl * 
Shew what my-thoughtsdnive hen 1 


*And from thy eren d ad UK 
| : p ONO ell 
. x VA& 1593; . 
Hlere would 1 den ee bas dat | 
I To fave my ſoul from hell: "TD 

Von all theihvoks:edicarth, beſide, n 
. ä e ey det 8 aal! 5 80 12 
Nichte n 2 22 

Then let me jove my; Bible e ore, 161 2 
And take a freſh delight, 3. pin 85 

By day; to ad thy wonders. ger, , e 

bare: meditate by _ 

e eee e 16 44c7.: 1 1 Nr 
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DID Sprung Wed the man-whoſe guilty fall 
Corrupts the race, ang taints us all. 1 
Witti Het 5.1 11107 H. Ii 04 16 EN. 
Soon as we daaw ver tic breath Ks 
The feeds of in grow uþ for death; 708 
Thuy law demands à perfech hes e 
But we re defil'd i in N. part. bs 
| SEA «| 214 Bion 918 525 
-" 6 beans hy 5 705 ah 
15 Our only refuge as thy cs 6% He yiry * 


No outward farms. arms: ca M us, 


Kor proſy lies deep) 1 | | 
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FHath = ſufficient 1 . . 
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Let « repenting ee aig Ft 
Are not thy mercies large ward Nn . 
Jy not a ne e 

2 78 II. 1 dib 5 
My crimes are great, but dotnt 1 
The pow'r and glory of thy grace; 
Great Gov thy nature hath no bound, 
80 let thy Parc mi Gp tf be found. 


* 0 vail my foul ant tek five, © 94 3 


And make my guilty cunſcience: clean: 
Here on my heart the burden lies, 
And paſt offences 1 eyes. 5 


My lips ith me ty my |! "hs (kk, 

_ Againſt thy law, againſt thy grace; 

Lon, fhould thy judgment grow ſevere, 

N but thou art clear, 
0: 

» Yet res enn . 3 arts 

Whoſe hope till hoy'ring round thy word, 

Would light on ſome fweet Ages: _ 
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For tis owing to his care, Hal. 
. What we have, une when 6p hh * 
| II. 
He firſt made us by his pow'r, 5 
And preſerves us evry hour : 
Food and raiment, all are his, 
Preſent Comfort, future bliſs. 
III. 
He directs our ſteps by "RY fa 
Pointing out the ſafeſt aß; 


And at night, in mercy, n beg K. 


Gyards us from all kinds of ill. 


| n . 
| Gop forgave us when undone, | 
And redeem'd us by his Sow 5 5 ö 


Raiſe your voices then and ſing, 
Thanks 3 amet penn 9 | 


With honor and bleſſing before thee we _ 

Moſt gladly: e 2 of all. 
II. 

The heavns "a earth, and water lad. is... 

To thee owe their birth, ſubſiſt by thy care 3 

While angels are finging thy praiſes above, 

We mortals are . our n of love. 
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Ea Smeg e tothe has? Halal, 5 
Bleſs his name with one accord; Hal: 
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OW can: y 
Thy goodneſs and 8 thou Gov of all i grace, 
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Thou, e art one — 8 _ | 
His eternal Sox, and equal with him: f 
Inveſted with glory, on high/doſt.thou fit, 
While angels adore thee, and bow at thy ſet. 
| IV. 


„ . us thy rej | 117 
Thou cam'ſt from above to ſave a loſt race 8 

| 75 man to deliver, of woman waſt horn, 

That ev ry believer to wes 0 n. b * if 


ſoon will thy ſeat of ne appear 1 

: us to meet, and welcome thee oY 
Thy witneſſing Se121T im us ſhed abroad ; 
N bag. us inherit the 1 of Goo, | 
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YALVATION! 0 the Joyful bound: . 
What pleaſure to our ears! Y < 

A ſovreign balm for ev'ry wound, . 
| A condial for our fears, . 
1 II. 1. | | 
7 SALVATION ! let the echo „ e 
The ſpacious earth around | | 

While all the armies of the ſky a WF: 

"IP to raiſe the me Ft . Woke FRE 
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HOU dear Rivarien, Aying Lina! | : 
We love to hear of The: 
No muhic like thy charming name, R ; 
Eg e lf box. 1 3 ng 
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And in our prieſt will we rejoice,” © FEE hs 31-8 
Thou great —_— W . i ii, er 
ͤͥͤͥòꝛ gs ro af. 7 

Pur Jzsvs ſhall be ſtill our theme, 8 
While in this world we ſtay, | 
ory wen ang dur Jesv's lovely name, Wi "It T 
| When we appear is yonder cid. 
With all his favor d throng, 5 3 
Then wv will we ſing more ſweet, more loud! 2 
4: ee Mane: oy Tg: + 779 54 4 


1 all hat avell below the Skies, 

II bet the CALs praiſe ariſe; 

Let the Rtvarmzn's name be ſung 
This' evi e | 


Eternal are thy mercies, Lond, - | £: 
Eternal truth attends thy word; ; 
Thy praiſe ſhall found frem ſhore to ert 
Df. ſuns lait ng an ge en py” 
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o to the poy 95 Go. ſupreme, 9055 
: Be everlaſting honours gin 3 
Me ſaves from hell, "(we bleſs his name) 1 Fg 

"= calls WAY . fouls to OY . 
1 ag! 2 ot ; 
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Not for gde rd dens, gab 2 WT : £ | 
But af his own abounding/grages . | 
He works ſalvatio9..in. aur hearts, 
ee ee, 9 
iis i Gili 145101 1 5 352 
"Twas his —— — len. 
To reſcue rebels doom d to die, 
— dion. 3 
Refaxe be pred: the Garry „ TE 
s Aae on 055 060 EN ws | 
Jusvs, the Logn, ape t läst, WT... 


andes his/Farwss' 8 ecopnſals,knowny ; Ws, 
Declares the great tranſaction paſt, 


And brings e OG down. 
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b K comes? FE comes ! ! the Ju ſevere! 
The'ifeventh trumpet ſpeaks him near; 
His lightnings flaſh, his thunders wo, | 
"Hes welcome to the faithful ſoul, 
n welcome, welcome, welcome, | 


meren e. 


i hat voices Gan, es 4 


E SUS 9 jo W 
_ Girt with Ale Jn ad e, FREIE 
Ang glory Tor the Savaour's face! 
Glory, glory..g FP glory decks the 
SayzpyR' a frown zug aps tis: 


A be. "1 * | 
Mein "194 2008: 1 10 
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— on his ee 

He claims the kingdoms: e, 

The kingdoms all obey his word, 

o . 
ku dis, hail him, hail him, — 

| bimg Har Nee arr Deu. | | 

| Shout all the people of the Sky, 

And all the ſaints of the Most ant b. 

Our Gov, who now his right — 

For ever 'and for ever reigns. 
Ker, ever, . 2 _ and fot. ever 


ws got v. 


The Firizs aſh the Sou — 
The Spmir bleſs for evermore; 
Salvation's glorious work is done, 
We welcome thee Gunar TnxkE 18 on. 
Welcome, welcome, welcome, welcome, wel- 
| tome thes GREAT Traxx IN 8 | 
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5 
Wo: _ 80 b 1401 of Gov! 
Come waſh us in thy cleanſing Mood 

Give us to know thy love, then rein 

Is ſweet, auc ie or death 1 is gain. 
F II: 4 2 

Take our oh ene and let ich hs de 
For ever clos d to all but hee: 
Seal thou our breaſts, and tet us wear | 
. pic ige of love for ever there, 5 
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How can ide thing hn 'heavinly King 
That thou ſhouldR-man'to glory bring! 
Make flaves the partners of . 
Deck d with a never- fading com? 


Iv. 
Ah, Lend! enlarge our ſeanty FEY 
i 


ay know:the wonders thou haſt vrou 
nlogſe our ſtamm ring tongues to 
Thy love iminenſs,, unſearchable. 
Firſt-bon of many F ren thou; ES; 
To thee both earth and heavn muſt 
Help us to thee our all to give, 
Nike ay ty 
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As and ang the ſong 
Of Moſes and the Laus, :Þ 
ake ev'ry heart and ah ton ve : 
Ts praiſe the 'Savioun's n g 
. Fe . 
E of bis dying le love, * 
of his-xiling power, 
ow he intercedes above 
"Ys; Fares whoſe fins he bore. 
1 r 
Sing till we feel our hearts 1 
Aſcending with our tongues, 


Sig til the 1 f fin departs, _ 
& 4 * 
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ane DEG we mins e woH 
Ve tanſom'd ſinners hg, n! 


Sing am rejoicingp/eviay n e 2:11 
Tm Cerner Ny 5 80 
VN 
Abo ſha —— ol "A 
Ve blefled) thildfewoome;; WO oi 
Sbon will he call;you':hente a π -C 
And take N er Nr e AA 
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1 — Gov! I bleſs bis name: 
N pow 57 grace the ſame, 


The an Dd is frlen 
Open, and crown, Aach ae the Jear. 


I midſt ten thouſand "Uangers d, 
Supported hy his guardian 4 


And ſee, when I review n my, ways, 
Ten thouſand' Moments of nr 
Thus far his arm h th led me 2 
| Thus far I make his mexcy E ___ 5 


And, while I "tread: this leſert 
| New mercies ſhall 154 ongs VER. 


My grateful. ſoul, on Jeden $ ſhore 2 
Shall raiſe one facrea' pillar more? 
Then bear, in his bri ht „Courts aho 
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Relief for deſpaining Sauer, Lech. xiii, 1, 
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Qur fin hem daep it ſtains? 
And Satin Hinte x captive minen bref 
Faſt in his: hai. 1 


S907 97's 4 (11) OY 117 * Th 
But there a pic | Pere 
Sounds ov's fa cred word 


Ho! ye delptiringrinhets core © © 
d traſt 8 Lonp. Fe 
TT) II Uh, Ain 4 
0 may nr Altiphey dhe: N 
And run to this relief! KN 


We would believe thy promiſe Leno, at 
S help qur unbellef ! * | 
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To the bleſt N of thy | oak.” — 
Teach us, O Loxp. to fly: 


There maꝝ we walk gur fpotted. dae, 
From crimes 0 despeſt dye! 
rann 
Stretch out thine ah} norton King; 
Our reigning ns fubdue ; 3 
Drive the old u from his ſeat,” A 1 10 
With his ilfe“ gl eren. e 
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poor, guilty, RA ee) WOT worms, 
Anto thitle hands we falß?ßk 

ge thou ee ao romeo 
denen en o aun en 
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= Evening Song." Ba + LY 29 
0 e go to-night, but ſtay 
Dear Savious till the break of 
Turn in, dear Lond, vith me; T1: 
And in the morning: when 1 wake, Din? * 
Ne in thine arms, my Jnsus ke, 
And II 80 on with thee. 
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The Pilgrim's Hymn. eee 

ELL us, O women, we wou'd' know 

Whither ſo faſt ye move? 4 

We, calfd to leave the world bels, 
tn buns 4; 2101 01 1577 VT 
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Whence came ye, fay, and hat the place 
That ye are trav ling from 

From Tribulation, we, 't 0 grace, 
NETS HE 

Is not your native country e 137 
Like you not'this-abode!' 11" » 

We ſeek a better country 2 
A ciiy built zy G e 

Thithex we travel, ae ad. AO 150 
Short of that bliſs to re | 1 

Nor. we, till in the inner Pt 
Our weary Joys are e. 


1 
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Friends of the klein we ſhall reign, | 
Savrove, we aſk' no more 
Hail LAMB' of GOD, for ſinners u, 4 

- Whom heaven and earth adore! — 
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The innumerable Medic, m Gov hs a0 
 knowledged, Pſa, 5 * 1 


a 0 2 * | K 
N. glad. amagement, 1 1 a 
Amidſt the bounties of thy hand; 
How numberleſs thoſe bounties are! 
How rich,” hay various, and how fair! 
I 


tt 8 | Ap 


But O! what, poor returns. 1 chat | 
What lifeleſs: thanks, I pay thee back! 
Losp, I confeſs with humble ſhame, | | 
My off rings ſcarce deſerve the name. 


III. 
Fain would x my lab ring heart deviſe 
To bring ſome nobler ſacrifice; _ 
It finks beneath the mighty load: 
What ſhall I render to my god? 


IV. 
To him I'd canſecrate my praiſe, . | 
And vow the remnant of my days; 
Yet what at beſt can I pretend 
Worthy ſuch gifts fram fuch a friend? 


In deep baſement, * 1 I fee 

My emptineſs | and poyerty: 
Enrich my ſoul with 2 N 
And make it u. : fg | 


Give me at length an . tongue, | 
That heav'n may echo with my ſong; 
The theme, too great for. time, ſhall be 


The joy of long eternity. 
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| That breath i is thine, vc "MP — 
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OD of my life, thy conſtant care 
Wien Blelifiggerowns 


And wake anew tine ang forge” 1 N 
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How many precious fouls are fled 
To the vaſt regibns of the dead, 


Since from tHis Aa the changing "Fink EAN 
Thro' an Py Renen TURT * % — 79 
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we yet 8 : bath Who 
Or thro'he'y 2 Spins, * ag] 
464 1 will ret oY 3 


Thus far 0 t led REST 


To 61 


Tis thine to * ſouls 
It holds its 11 thee' rs” Wii 13: 


On eth, 0 an ke weft Urkunde. 
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| To thee our ſpi 


Make them Af _ a RM Ui} 41 
So ſhall they ſmile, fecürg from Nr, 


Tho' death Thould” blaſt "he's Eine 5 
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How deep: and. 1 
Oer m polluted foul. pt 


In double crimſon dy'd. 
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And make it pure and fair; bei 2K * 
Till not the eye of Go diſten 
One feul pollution there. 1 ban 


VI. 
Then draft i tobes af ſnomy e 2. 
III join'the ſhining bang 
And learn der anthems te /the a, 
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Arid thaw with! beams of Joe Meine 
This heart, eee ben ef mine? 
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Of feeling a wer ſome fi 
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But this heart of 2 Eine 
. ws. 
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To hear the Wwe th 
Dear Lo D, at adamant u 


7 e Iv $4 D331 yy 


Thy judgments 400 ee ben 
Amazing thought ! Fr | devils 
teh. 


ſs j 
To ſtir this fu pid heart of mine. of 


will 


7 1 8 
But selben yet can 46-the dee, 
"Has that dear ſomething much Lneed; 


Thy Spirit can ſtom dxoſs reine, * 


And move nd ml this bert of mine; | 
VI. 


bene ue 8 inithis.hoar; rat 


And let thy Semar by his pow, 


| Perfet 7 it is thine, 
Arid break and melt this heart of mine. 
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eos glorious, and Sinner Javed, 


y 
Fe; bow * thy. Ge ſhines! 1 
| How high thy wonders riſe! © 


By thouſand thro' the” Ties.” . 
II. ( 
| Thoſe mighty, orbs proclaim thy power, 
Their motions. ſpeak thy ſkill: — 
And on the wings of eviry hour | 


We uy FRE Rill, 1 55 ole 
III. 1 27 1 . 
But when we view thy great ae, . 
I 0 fave rebellious worms; F405 L 
Where vengeance and 21288 jois „ 8 
e exo vet 
TV. Is 2 3311 4% 
Here the whole 8 th, 5 
Nor dares à creature gueſs  _ 
- "Which. of the Satze beighteft ſtone, 
2236 Juſtice or the * 8 


5 Now the fall 1 S the Lande IS 
Adotn the heavnly plains, * 307 5 
Bright ſeraphs learn Immanver's name, 
And try theif choiceſt ſtains,” TE 
O, may I bear ſome Humble part 

In that immortal „„ 
Wonder and joy ſhall tune y bent, 
And love command my tongue? 2 1 
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Known thro 25 earth by thouſand ſigns; 
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JEHOLD the Er that mortals tread | 
Down to the regions < the dead! 
Nor will the fleeting moments Ray, ws 
Nor can we meaſure back our way. 
Our kindred ag cs ur! are Bone: J 2 4 
| Know, O my ſoul, this doom thy own ; 85 
Feeble as theirs my mortal —_ 
The ſame my way, my houſe the ſame. 


From vital air, from cheathl ght, 
To the cold grave's perpetual night, 
From ſcenes of duty, means of grace, 
Muſt I to God's tribunal pals? 

IV. N 
Important aer awful view! © 
How great the change! the ſcenes how: new! 
The golden gates of heavn diſplay'd, 
Or belle fierce flames, and gloomy ſhade! 


. v9 
Awake, my ſoul; thy way ay prepare, 3 | 
And loſe in this each mortal care;  _ 
With ſteady feet that path be trod, 
Which thro' the . conducts to Gop- 
2 WI. 

Ixsus⸗ to thee my All 1 truſt, 8 
And, if thou call me down to duft, 7 
1 know thy voice, bleſs thy hand. 

9; Gee in a aa at — command. 
e What 


CW). 
3 
What was my terror, is my joy; 
Theſe views my brighteſt hopes employ, 
To go, eder many years are o'er, © 
Secure I ſhall return no more. 


den 079 tot (21 J 1 
H YM N 25 TX. 8 1 
For a Faſl-Day in Tine of War. 
REAT Gop of heav'n, and nature, riſe, 
And hear our loud united cries; _ 
See Britain bow before thy face | 
Through all her capt, and ſeek thy grace. 


No arm of fleſh we make our truſt, 


- 


Nor ſword, nor Horſe, nor ſhips we boaſt; 
Thine is the land, and thine the main, 
And human force and {kill are van. 

0 
Our guilt might draw thy yengeance down 
On every ſhore, on every town; 
But view us, Loßxp, with pitying eye, 
And lay th' uplifted t | 


hunder by. _ 
Forgive the follies of our times, dr 
And purge the land from all its crimes; 
Reform'd, and deck d with grace divine, 
Let prince, and prieſts, and people ſhine, 
109 'Y 14. ; , ww 8 h 


1% 
So ſhall our Gop delight to bleſs, _ _ 
And crown our arms with wide ſucceſs ; | 
Our foes ſhall dread Jenovan's ſword, 
And conqu'ring Britons ſhout the Logp. 
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RE I fleep, for ev'ry ves | 
This day ſhewd * 
By my Gon, | 
I will bleſs my SAVIOUR. 
Il. : 
O my Lozp, what ſhall I render 
ET IS thy name, 
5 Still the fame 
| | Gracious, good and tender, 
III. 
Leave me not, but ever love me 
Let thy peace . 
Be my bliſs, | 
Till thou hence remove me, 
TV. 
Viſit me with thy ſalvation: _ 
Let thy care” © 
Now be near, 
Round my habitation. 
N 
Thou my rock, my guard, my tow'r, 
. | Safely keep 
A While I ſleep, 
0 | Me with all thy pow'r. 
, VI. 
. 80 whene' er in death I dumber, 
0 5 Let me riſe 
; | With the wiſe, 
; Counted 1 in their number:! k 
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me Goſpel Jubilee, Pſalm lxxxix. 15. 
I. | 


OUD let the tuneful trumpet ſound, *© ; TY 
And fpread the joyful tidings round, == | 
Let ev'ry ſoul with traniport hear, 
And hail the Lozy's accepted Yew. 
H. 
Ye Abt whom he gives to know, 
That you ten thouſand talents owe, 
When humbled at his feet ye fall, - 
Your gracious Loxp forgives them al. EIT: hat 
III. | 
Slaves, that have bode the heavy chain 
Of ſin, and hell's tyrannic reign, 


| To liberty aſſert your claim, 


And urge the great ReDEEMER's name. 


| IV. 

The rich eſtate by Adam loſt, 

Reſtor'd «by CHRIS, you now may boaſt ; 
Fair Salem your arrival waits, 


To a nz, and pearly 9 


V. 
Her bleſt inhabitants no more 
Bondage and poverty deplore: | 
No debt, but love immenſely great, 
.. Whoſe joy ſtill rifes with the debt. 


VI. 
O happy ſouls that know the ſound! _ 5 : 
God's light ſhall all their ſteps ſurround ; „ 
And ſhew that Jubilee begun, „ 
Which thro' eternal years ſhall run. 
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1. . 
HEE we adore, eternal bade; 
And humbly own to thee, 
How feeble is our mortal frame, 
What dying worms we be! 
II. 
Our wafting e grow ſhorter ſlill, 
As months and days increaſe! ag : 
And ev'ry beating pulſe we tell 
Leaves but the number leſs. 
II. 
The year rolls round, and ſteals away 
The breath that Grft it gave; | 
Whate'er we do, where'er we be, 
We're trav'ling to the grave! 
IB: 
Dangers ſtand thick thro' all the ene 
Io puth us to the tomb,” | +»: 


And fierce diſeaſes wait around, 


To hurry mortals home!? fg 04 
V. 
Great Gov! on what a flendet thread 
Hang everlaſting things! 
Th' eternal ſtates H all the dead $i 
Upon life's feeble ſtrings, 
VT. 
Infinite: joy, and endleſs woe, pf 
Attend on ev'ry breath; af; Pa 
And yet how, unconcern'd we 
Upon the brink of death! 
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„ avotv En WD damn! nd 
Waken, O 3 e 11 
Io walk this dang tous rofl? Ps 0 
And if. out ſauls ate huried hence, 
May they be found with God} -.. 
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1. | 
Y hiding-piics; e e wit I 
And ſhield, art _— — 
N ee all en 1-971] 
On thine -unerring-word, 
IT. 
Engrav'd, as in eternal braſs, 
The mighty promiſe ſhines, 
Nor can the powrs of darkneſs raze, 
Thoſe everlaſting A 
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The ſacred word of ; — is ſtrong 

As that which built the ſæies. 
The voice which rolls — 41 
Spazke all moms gore copper 

{ IV: + 

My hiding place, my os Kg 1 

And ſhield art thou, O Los ; 
I firmly anchor all my hopes 

On thine unerring word. 
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1 
N this Sod. of fin a” forrom, ay, , 
Compaſs d round with many " c 
From eternity we borraw _ 
* ge, that can exclude deſpair : 


Thee, 


We *. 


= _ _—— "—— ——  — 
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6:08 2 . 
Thee, triumphant Gov and Saviour + e 


In the 


glaſs of faith we A e 


O aſſiſt each faint endeavor! 


i our Dem ul 1 be. 
as "a6 23 
| Place that awful glee before us 
Of the laſt tremendous day, 
When to life thou ſhalt wan us 
Ling' ring ages, haſte away! 
Then this vile and ſinful nature 
Incortuption ſhall put on :- 58 
Life-renewing, glorious Saviour ! 
Let we gracious wil be done. 


HYMN IXVI. 
Tie Believer's cart Egan and Hope, 
| Phil. i. 20. | 


5 7 
TE i is a G0 of (ov reigh MO 
Whoypromis'd heavn to me 

And taught my mind to aber 1 

We Happy We _ e 
Prepare me, Tord, i "Nr right hand, 

Then come the joyful day ! 
Come death, and ſome celeſtial band, 

To bear 22 foul away, 

2 III. 

Then, my beloved, take my foul, 
Up to thy bleſt abode, 
That, face to face, I may behold, 

1 AVI 2 my Gov. 
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x that i in his * are 1 
Liſt ning to the joyful ſound ; 

Loft and helpleſs as ye are, 
—_ of ſorrow, fin, and care: 
Slorify the KING of Kies, 
Take the peace the goſpel brings. 

"wy II. NE, * 

Turn to Cunisr your longing eyes, 
View his bloody ſacrifice ; 
See in him your fins forgivn, 
Pardon, holineſs, and-heav'n ! - 
Glorify the King of Kincs, --., | 
Take the N the goſpel brings. 


100 I Y M N LXVIII. 
Nie Ruler s Daughter red. Mark v. 3 9—42: 
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OULD the a. help. or r eaſe hy 
Seldom ſhould we think of pray r; 
Few, if any, come to Jesvs, /  , V 1 
Till reducd to ſelf- deſpair: 
Long we either flight or doubt vB 
But when all the means we try, 
Prove we cannot do without hind, 
Then at laſt to bas As i 


* 


* not Foo Assets lh: 
Venture on his mighty name; 
He is able to deliver, | 
And his love is ſtill the fame ; > 
Can his pity or his eee 
Suffer thee to pray in vain? 
be but his appointed hour, 
And thy ſuit thou n obtain. 
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FHY mould 1 complain of want or diſtreſs, | 
Temptation or pain? He told me no dels: 


: The heirs of ſalvation; 1 know from his word, 

Through much tnbuletice mn follow their Larp. 
Ss 3% | ' 

How bitter that cup, no heart can conceive, 

Which he drank quite up, that ſinners might live! 

His way was much rougher, and darker ag mine ; 

Did J=svs thus un and ſhall aer 

Since all that I nieet, ſhall work for my good, | 

The bitter is ſweet, the med'cine is od: 11 

Tho' painful at preſent, will ceaſe before 8 

And 0 Oh 1 how pleaſant the ny long! 
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AR R e eg 
Of 3 vaulted ky,” 5 


Irsus fits, kis grace revealing,” 
To the ſplendie 383 on high. | 


Hoſts ſeraphic humbly, bowing - 173 
At his foot-ſtool te fall, 

Saints and angels, l-avowing 
Gov in Cur, fo All in 4. 


Could we leave our fooliſh: 3 
Of a fancied heavn below: 


And ſee Jrsv's glory beaming; ; 
How. our ſouls. would long to go! 
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H'Y-M N/ IX XII 

Having loved his o, Which tee in the World, 

he loved yang uſo 1 „A xiii. 8 a 
W * Ks 0 we ite.” 
Our falthfal unchangeable friend: 
Whoſe love is as great as his pow 'r, 

And . knows meaſure nor er end. 
Ti Js the i the Laf, 778 

Whofe Spiarr ſhall guide s Hife bone: 


well praiſe im for all that is pat, 
n e to come. 
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a9 01 gan Cy bei 


i * ir 287 IE 
5 + i N . 
— err 


Morning or Evening. 
| VIE DM K 
: O Gong: how endleſs is thy love! 
Thy gifts are ev'ry ev ning new; 
And morning mercies from above, 
Gently diſtil like early dew... ME 
, WW * . 2 
Thou ſpread the curtain of the night, 
Great Guardian of our ſleeping houss; 912 
Thy ſov'reign word reſtores the light, 
And ee all our drowſy Po. Is. 


' mea obs er 22 


III. 
We out — to thy command, 
8 ks we . our — 
Perpetual bleſſings from thine han 
Demand perpetual ſongs of baile ? 
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Ariſe, ye Bal „ hell forgive ; 3 
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P him 455 did laletion * he 

Lozp, may we ever think 0d ing ſ 4 

Ariſe, ye n edy, he'll relieve. cal 8 
* oe” 

Eternal 13 "Almighty King, 

All heav'n dot with thy triumphs PETE 


Thou congu rrelt all beneath, above, 


2 love? _ .., 


Devils ** force, and men, wi 


III. 
To purge our Kos, Canisr nel ki bloss, 
He died to bring us near to Gop: 


Let all the world fall down and know, _ 
That none "Gov Re love could ſhow. 


The Nn rs 98 800 this the Wi rat } 


e 1 32 402 I 


UIDE me, 0 ret great ene, 7A 

CF Pilgrim thro! this barren land 

I am weak, but than art mighty, 
Hold me with thy pow'rful Hand. 


Bread of heaven, Bead of heaven, 


Feed ane till T want no more. 9201 44D 
"yy; . 21 45 Der 


Opt now 05 cryſtal' 8 
Whence the bealiug Rteatbe do flow, 5 
Let the firy=cloudy pillar, * 


Lead me all my journey through, | any 
Strong Delivirer, ſtrong Delivrer, < 
bp Be thou ſtill my ſun and ſhield. 
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And ſing the Lozp our aka, K. 


IVY LEI KME 
When 1 [ tread the You of. n | 
Bid 'my anxious fe Tubſide; 5 
a hf 5 ＋ 
d me ſafe on, Cangan s. fide; 


Songs of praiſes, ſo nie... 
Iwill ver ith e, 5 1 


i. ae 2 01 noi I : el! n 2 
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URYD 6 Sid of the W 1 
We lie, till Cnnisr reſtores the light b 
Wiſdom deſcends to heal the blind 
And 1 the. nn of: the wind. 
Loſt cuilty folils ur don in be 
Till the atoning blood appears; 
And h hey awake from deep di 


| r e 
Jzsvs beholds where Satan reigns, 
Binding his ſlaves in heavy chains: 


e ſets the pris ner free, and breaks © ; 4 
* Hon bondage from our necks. _ 


IV. 1 92 17 


poor helpleſ - "nd in thine pole | 
Grace, wiſdom, power, and right lags a. 


Thou art our mighty ALL; may we 5 


Give our whole ſelves, O-Loev, to thee! 


; Cnnlsr our Wi dom, Righteouſueſs METS ; 
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OUNT my en to t r 
Speed thy flight from earthly love K 
Streams of bitternefs and woe, F 
Thro' this thorny defert flo: 
. Here thy portion's to complain, 


Weep o'er ſin, and wee 
Here a Eo TDE 9 


U 
vet art min Ae Ea 
He can all thy 1 8 


He a ſov'reign/ 
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Only ths! Prince of — nb) o_ 
Soon ſhall all thy Jorrows — N 
Look to heav'n thy! native a | 
Wall Jn: EY come. nk 
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The Church's Beauty i in ble Eyes Jp 
Sol. Song, wv. i, 1 


INI is the ſpe z66c gerne ken. 1 
Affection Ba Ferry word; 
« Lo, thou art fair, ny love, he cries ;- 
70 Bound to my heare by thouſand ties,” | 
dee 9011} nee C307 ad age. 7 
— faly, ee to me. 
« J wilt Behold no ſpot in ther 
What nftþhty wonders love — : 
That puts a comelineſs on worms! 
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Defil'd enn N. 30 are, 
He makes us white, and galls us fair } 


Adorns us with that heav'nly dreſs, 


His N ene 


HY M N Ppt Thi 
The Life of a faved Sinner. 


| 1597 ST. 
NONTENT nd d wu ever be, 
To have falvation, Lozp, from thee,” 
En 2 a firmer poor: 
I nothing have, I nothing am, 
My t s in the bleeding Las, 
Bath now and EWA. | 


The more thao! ; unn e 1 know, 
The more l am to bow, 
And ſink beneath thy crofs ; - 
And live by faith upon thy blood; 
Waiting on thee for .ev'ry good, 
Ang count my gain but loſs. 


HYM 725 1 
A warm Coal for a. cold Heart. 
USING on my habitation,  _ 
Mufing on my heavinly home, 

Fills my fout wirn FEES | 

Come, my Jesvs, y come. 

Vanity, is alk x ſes, | 
Lead,” 1 * bags thee, 
500 tre ln FX oh ' HYMN 
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But in thy life, the law appears, 


3 


H 1 M N D oy 50 
The Example of Omer. : _ L - 


Y den Rxbrkuxx, 42 my 1065 


I read my duty in thy word. 


” 
4 
Pay 


Drawn out in living characters. 4 

Be thou my pattern ; make me bear 

More of thy gracious image here; 
Then Gov, the Judge, {hall own my name, 
Among the foll wers 55 * Laus. os oY 


H v MN ane 
Hope is the c, e vi. * 


OW oft have ſin and Satan ſtrove 
To rend my ſoul, from thee, my Goo? 
But everlaſting is thy love, 
And Irsus ſeals it with his blood. 
: WM. 4) > 
The oath and promiſe of the . oy 
Join to confirm the wond'rous grace ; 
Eternal pow'r performs the word, 
And fills all heav'n with endleſs qraile. 
. 
Amidſt temptations ſharp and long, 
My ſoul to this dear refuge flies; 
Hope is my anchor, firm and ſtrong, 
While tempeſts blow, and blows A... 
42 92 10 
The goſpel bears my ſpirit ußß 
A faithful unchanging, Go” Sq 
Lays the foundation for my hope, 
E Oaths, and Promiſes, and Blood. 8 


AITH | tis . grace, 1 
Where er, it is beftow'd ! e 
It ' boaſts of a 0 1 hs | 


Ixsvs it owns 2 . . 
An all- atoning Pi, . N $ 
It claims no merit of i n 
But looks for all: in e, . _ 
To him it Made the bl old bers 5114 
. ww flbd with deep, diſtreſs; . Me 
Flies to the fountain of We blood; 
And truſts His ri PE, 1 
%s 225 Ie: 1 29G 
Since 'tis thy work nn 
And that divinely free 2 
Loxp, ſend the Srixir of thy 805 d 
To work that 1 Faith in e. 2 Ki | 
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| + Pfu, iis Amo Nis 


1SMIS$ us with ty l. ctng e 
Help us to feed upon th 
What thou haſt ſeen zmiſs Ur 
| May C Cnmsr, the trafh las obo Hal $76.4 


Tho' we are uilty y. LA art ge, 471 
Waſh all oüf Works in Jzsv's Blood ; 

Give ev'ry fetter'd' foul „ 5 | 
; And bid us all depart in peace. 5 
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e Love. 


4 7 oO voioang ee HTTA! 4 
Nope h&avAly thbine, | 
Sing albu, 1 Fs ame, 10 21 


Ye, who Jest/s-kih prove, 
Trium ph in — Love. 


Beaming ini th e AVIOUR's, f ee, 
As to Canaan on ye, move, 
r G bleſs Redithi ng; Love. id 51 


© 4 


125 16.02 * ln £8217. 
Mounnj 1 dry up your tears, 
Banich Sj guilty fearse $ 


See your g Fo itt ande curſe re remove, 
Cancell'd by Ren Love 11, 214 ont 
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IV. 
'Ye, 1 who ong : have been, 


„ 


Willing flayes.of death and lip, * . 
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